 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1EATON COUNTY PIONEER FAMILY CERTIFICATE PROJECT
On December 29, 1837, the State Legislature enacted that “the County of Eaton is and the same is hereby organized and the circuit court of the said County of Eaton shall be held at such place as the county commissioners shall provide

The Eaton County Pioneer Certificate Project is sponsored by the Eaton County Genealogical Society. Our purpose is to honor and collect data about the early residents of Eaton County, Michigan and their descendants. This information will benefit the Genealogical Society by adding valuable history of our early settlers and providing information for future research in our county.

We are asking the descendants of these early pioneers to apply for a certificate, which will be given in three categories recognizing the settlement and growth of Eaton County. These Certificates will be of framable quality with the name of the Applicant* and the Ancestor. The Certificate will be based on the year that the Ancestor first settled in Eaton County. The categories are: 

Pioneers -- pre 1850
Settler -- 1851 - 1900
Builder -- 1901 – 1910
ELIGIBILITY:
The applicant must directly descend from an ancestor who ‘resided’ in Eaton County, prior to the 1910 date. The applicant must be able to prove descent from the ancestor (male or female) by an official record or records for each generation. Current Eaton County residency is not required to receive a certificate.

APPLICATION FILING INSTRUCTIONS:
The County Pioneer Certificate Application form may be requested from the Eaton County Genealogical Society at 100 W. Lawrence Ave., P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337. The Application should be completed following one direct line. It should be either typed or carefully printed in black ink, and Surnames in Capital Letters, please.

A non-refundable fee of ($7.50) must accompany the completed application form and proof of descent. Additional certificates for descendants of the same applicant may be requested at the same time for a fee of ($2.50) each. (If Certificate is requested at a later date, the fee will be $7.50).

These descendants MUST BE PROVEN (i.e. to obtain a certificate for your child you would prove his/her descent from you with a birth certificate (and if the child is married-proof of marriage) or some other form of Primary Sources – at the same time that you submit your own application, you also submit a separate application showing your child’s name as Descendant, with your name as Applicant). List names for additional certificates on the Application Form. Attach additional sheets to the generation chart if space is needed. All certificates will be mailed to the submitting applicant. 
* The word Applicant is interchangeably used to describe the person applying for the certificate and/or the person whose name is to appear on the certificate.  These may be different if an applicant is applying for a grandchild.
Primary Sources required: 
Primary Sources deemed as acceptable-- Vital Records (birth, marriage & death); Probate Records; Land Records; Tax Records; Census Records (local, state, federal); Military Records (state & federal); Church, Mortuary, Cemetery & Court Records; School Records; Naturalizations; Michigan Historical and Pioneer Papers (available at the Library of Michigan). 

Descent should be proven using Primary Sources, and in the few cases where that is not possible, Secondary Sources, or Preponderance of Evidence may be accepted. Please include proofs for spouses also. 

Secondary Sources:

The use of secondary sources is encouraged because they may be acceptable as proof of lineage: Bible Records; Obituaries and Newspaper Clippings; Tombstone Inscriptions; Published Family Histories; Published County Histories; Published Biographical Records; City & County Directories; Atlas & Plat Books; Unofficial School Records; Private Papers, Manuscripts, Diaries, Journals & Reminiscences. All other Sources may contribute to Preponderance of Evidence. 

Do not send Original Documents--Send only photocopies of pertinent material--copies should be clear and readable. 

· Please identify women by their maiden names on the generation chart. 
· Dates should be written as --day, month, year (ex.; 1 Jan. 1900) (year written in 4 digits please). 

· All proof documents must show a complete source, such as Author, Title, year of publication, page number, Volume number, type of document, and/or location of original document.
· All proof documents should be numbered on the upper right corner, or on the back if there is no available white space on the front.  Note:  If additional ancestors are needed, you may add them on a separate sheet of paper or copy the generation sheet.

· Put applicant’s name on the back of all proofs.
· Document the ancestor’s property with land records and plat maps for each generation and time period.  

· You may make a copy of this Certificate Application as needed for Children or Siblings.











The Eaton County Pioneer application will be evaluated for completeness of the submission.   You will be contacted if there are extensive omissions of the questions and their proofs.  This should in no way imply that the genealogy is accurate.  It is not our responsibility to check your presentation, proofs or lineage.  

Submission of additional information is encouraged but not required, to give dimension to the subject, such as Biographical Sketch of the Ancestor, Family Group Sheets, etc. 

We invite and encourage you to submit your Application Form to this Project, and remember to make a copy of your Application and Information for your own records.

Eaton County Genealogical Society

 Pioneer Family Certification Application
Please make your check out to the Eaton County Genealogical Society. The fee of $7.50 and $2.50 for additional certificates should be included with the Eaton County Pioneer Certificate Project application and forms and mailed to Eaton County Genealogical Society at 100 W. Lawrence Ave., P.O. Box 377, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337. 
Print or Type all information in black ink, --Surnames should be in Capital Letters.   
1. The Applicant’s Name (This is who the certificate will be mailed to): 
	Name
	

	Phone
	

	Street Address
	

	City, State, Zip
	

	E-Mail
	


Researcher’s Name if different than Applicant
	Name
	


2. Name of the ANCESTOR: 
	Name
	


 (Name of qualifying ancestor who was in Eaton County, Michigan before 1910, as it will appear on the Certificate) 

	Birth Date
	
	Twp/City/Co, State
	

	Baptism Date
	
	Twp/City/Co, State
	

	Death Date
	
	Twp/City/Co, State
	

	Buried Date
	
	Twp/City/Co, State
	

	Married Date
	
	Twp/City/Co, State
	

	Spouse
	(Maiden Name)
	Spouse Info:
	

	Birth Date
	
	Twp/City/Co, State
	

	Death Date
	
	Twp/City/Co, State
	


3. Where in Eaton County did the Ancestor settle? 

	


 (City, town, village, township, region) 
4. Emigrated from: 

	


(Township, County, State, Province/Country--if known)
5. Proof for above: 
	
	Doc#
	


In addition, you are invited to submit further information about your pioneer family, including Biographies, (overview of the pioneer’s family and life, origins, migrations and early life in Eaton County), Family Record Sheets, Land Records and Plat maps of each location lived, Newspaper Articles, etc. This does not prohibit you from publishing your own data if you should desire. 

Appropriate Privacy Laws or other Publication Restrictions will be followed and adhered to. 


I AM A DIRECT DESCENDANT OF THE EATON COUNTY PIONEER NAMED IN THIS APPLICATION. THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT IS TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE. I ACKNOWLEDGE THAT ALL MATERIALS SUBMITTED BECOME THE PROPERTY OF THE EATON COUNTY PIONEER CERTIFICATE PROJECT (E.C.P.C.P.), AND I GIVE PERMISSION TO PUBLISH SAID INFORMATION. I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS APPLICATION AND SUPPORTING MATERIALS ARE AVAILABLE FOR REPRODUCTION AND ARE ACCESSIBLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC AND TO RESEARCHERS.

Applicant’s Signature:

___________________________________________________________Date_____________

Thank you for your Application for the Eaton County Pioneer Certificate Project !! 

HAPPY ANCESTOR HUNTING !! 

Liability Warning

The submitting applicant is responsible for the accuracy, truthfulness and completeness of this survey and application and its proofs and materials.

They have been reviewed by the EATON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY.
Eaton County Genealogical Society contact: Monday-Thursday 10am -2pm at 517-543-8792

GENERATION CHART 

Please print or type clearly (females use maiden name) 

The Applicant:

	I, (name)
	
	Doc#

	
	This is the name to appear on the certificate
	

	Was born on (date)
	
	

	Born City, Co, State
	
	


Parents

	
	Parent
	Doc#
	
	Spouse
	Doc#

	Name
	
	
	Name
	
	

	Birth Date
	
	
	Birth Date
	
	

	Birth Place
	
	
	Birth Place
	
	

	Marriage Date
	
	
	Marr. Place
	
	

	Death Date
	
	
	Death Date
	
	

	Death Place
	
	
	Death Place
	
	

	Proof of above:




Grandparents

	
	Grandparent
	Doc#
	
	Spouse
	Doc#

	Name
	
	
	Name
	
	

	Birth Date
	
	
	Birth Date
	
	

	Birth Place
	
	
	Birth Place
	
	

	Marriage Date
	
	
	Marr. Place
	
	

	Death Date
	
	
	Death Date
	
	

	Death Place
	
	
	Death Place
	
	

	Proof of above:




Great-Grandparents

	
	Grandparent
	Doc#
	
	Spouse
	Doc#

	Name
	
	
	Name
	
	

	Birth Date
	
	
	Birth Date
	
	

	Birth Place
	
	
	Birth Place
	
	

	Marriage Date
	
	
	Marr. Place
	
	

	Death Date
	
	
	Death Date
	
	

	Death Place
	
	
	Death Place
	
	

	Proof of above:




GENERATION CHART

Please print or type clearly (females use maiden name) 
Great-Great-Grandparents

	
	Grandparent
	Doc#
	
	Spouse
	Doc#

	Name
	
	
	Name
	
	

	Birth Date
	
	
	Birth Date
	
	

	Birth Place
	
	
	Birth Place
	
	

	Marriage Date
	
	
	Marr. Place
	
	

	Death Date
	
	
	Death Date
	
	

	Death Place
	
	
	Death Place
	
	

	Proof of above:




3rd Great-Grandparents

	
	Grandparent
	Doc#
	
	Spouse
	Doc#

	Name
	
	
	Name
	
	

	Birth Date
	
	
	Birth Date
	
	

	Birth Place
	
	
	Birth Place
	
	

	Marriage Date
	
	
	Marr. Place
	
	

	Death Date
	
	
	Death Date
	
	

	Death Place
	
	
	Death Place
	
	

	Proof of above:




4th Great-Grandparents

	
	Grandparent
	Doc#
	
	Spouse
	Doc#

	Name
	
	
	Name
	
	

	Birth Date
	
	
	Birth Date
	
	

	Birth Place
	
	
	Birth Place
	
	

	Marriage Date
	
	
	Marr. Place
	
	

	Death Date
	
	
	Death Date
	
	

	Death Place
	
	
	Death Place
	
	

	Proof of above:




5th Great-Grandparents

	
	Grandparent
	Doc#
	
	Spouse
	Doc#

	Name
	
	
	Name
	
	

	Birth Date
	
	
	Birth Date
	
	

	Birth Place
	
	
	Birth Place
	
	

	Marriage Date
	
	
	Marr. Place
	
	

	Death Date
	
	
	Death Date
	
	

	Death Place
	
	
	Death Place
	
	

	Proof of above:




6th Great-Grandparents

	
	Grandparent
	Doc#
	
	Spouse
	Doc#

	Name
	
	
	Name
	
	

	Birth Date
	
	
	Birth Date
	
	

	Birth Place
	
	
	Birth Place
	
	

	Marriage Date
	
	
	Marr. Place
	
	

	Death Date
	
	
	Death Date
	
	

	Death Place
	
	
	Death Place
	
	

	Proof of above:




