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Hello My Genealogical Friends:

Would you have guessed a Red Hat Halloween Party?

Do clothes tell you something about the person? Someone 100 years from now will
probably wonder where was | going and why was | dressed like that! (see above
picture) My grand children know that | am a Red Hatter; but will future generations
know that about me?

Have you ever looked at an old picture and wonder what are they doing and where are
they? Sometimes even who are they? Take some time this year to mark your pictures
on the back: identify the people and date the picture. Don’t you wish our ancestors had
done that for us?

Do that scrapbook now!
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ATTENTION!!!
Fort Wayne Bus Trip to Allen County Library
October 23, 2010
Information on our Web-site at: www.miegs.orq

Or phone the ECGS Research Room

The bus fills up fast, make your reservations.....
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ATTENTION!!!
Fort Wayne Bus Trip to Allen County Library
October 23, 2010
Information on our Web-site at: www.mieas.orq
Or phone the ECGS Research Room

The bus fills up fast, make your reservations.....
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Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000 l
"
By Vicki L Dukes
I collected all of the obits, engagement or marriage announcements, birth .
announcements, and a few other interesting articles in the 2000 Grand Ledge .
Independent. This scrapbock is 160 pages and | am currently indexing the book before y
| donate it to ECGS. If you wish to request a copy of any of the following articles, 1
please contact me at: historvbuff62@amail.com or write to ECGS. (I will not be putting ]
the complete index in the Quest.) E.
Last Name First Name Initial Article  Page <
Drake Vernon L Obit 1
Drake Melba 1 #
Drake Michael 1
Hoover Jamie 1
Yanna Harold 1 q
Yanna Ann 1 ¥
Sesti Julie 1
Sesti Stephen 1
Haeck Tabitha Laine Obit 1
Haeck Joseph 1
Haeck Jennifer 1
Haeck Brittany 1
Haeck Dalton 1 1
Haeck Margaret 1
Haeck Walter 1
Haeck Patty 1 8
Zubatch Ronald 1 A
Quick Bonnie 1 i
Quick Jim 1 !
Lawens Marcella 1 i
Buzas Mary 1
Buzas Bob 1 )
Haeck Ed 1 ‘ ’
Haeck Leanne 1 .
Haeck Tony 1
Haeck Tom 1
Haeck Danielle 1 §
Campbell Dan 1 i
Campbell Dawn 1
Quick Kira 1
Quick Jamey 1 FT
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Scrapbook P

Quick
Quick
Tien
Campbell
Campbell
Campbell
Quick
Quick
Worthy
Worthy
Worthy
Worthy
Bradley
Worthy
Worthy
Howlett
Howlett
Worthy
Worthy
Merryfield
Merryfield
Merryfield
Bentall
Bentall
Miller
Miller
Merryfield
King
Koval
Koval
Koval
Koval
Lane
Lane
Koval
Koval
Koval
Koval
Morgridge
Morgridge
Morgridge

ages from Gran_d Ledge Independent 2000
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Shanan
Michele

Tara

Nathan

Sarah

Chelsea

Tyler

Michele

Robert B
Marvon
Cora
Marjorie
Marjorie
Robert
Victoria
Jayne A
Brent

Steven P
Susan
Connor
Amy

Matt

Cindy

Jim

Linda

Joe

Lynn

Marty
Meghan
Betsy
James
Frank
Eileen
Robert
Benjamin
Matthew
Christopher
Jonathan
Kenneth
Taralee
Michael

Obit

W > >

James Birth

Elizabeth Birth

Douglas Birth

—————
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ook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000

Scrapb
Morgridge Ken
Morgridge Joyce
Spencer Joan
Spencer Marvin
Pabst Kelly Marie Birth
Pabst David
Pabst Kathleen
Renwick Kathleen
Pabst Donald
Pabst Virginia
Renwick Marjorie
Riley Ethel
Pabst Andrew
Pabst Keegan
Richter Allen R Obit
Richter Robert
Richter Arlene
Schnell Arlene
Dunn Andrea
Richter Andrea
Richter Andrew
Richter Kathryn
Richter Curtis
Richter Warren
Richter Hallie
Richter Travis
Richter Lauren
Richter Catina
Richter Howard
Richter Dianne
Richter Stacia
Boughton Josephine K Obit
Boughton Chester
Clements Kenneth
Stender Marlene
Stender Jerry Rev
Larson Phyllis
Larson Robert
McCrumb Betty
McCrumb Lynn
Beckwith Dennis
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Beckwith
Clements
Clements
Kloepfer
Boughton
Clements
Bigg
Herrera
Herrera
Herrera
Nemecek
Nemecek
Nemecek
Taylor
Batten I
Taylor
Taylor
Batten |
Batten
McGuire
Denbow
McGuire
Moocre
Johnston
Batten
Bowen
Berry
Berry
Taylor
Batten |
Amundsen
Hawkins
Nehf
Bunge
Hawkins
Nehf
Hawkins
LaGoe
Burns
Hawkins
Gingrich

r———— Y =

Joanne

Ronald

Joane

lla

Ina

Jean

Chris Rev

Adam

Paul

Irene

Lisa

Ray

Linda

Karen Marriage
Rob
Evelyn
Richard
Robert
Sherrie
Hannah
Keli
Leah
Kelly
Christina
Ken
Stan
Chad
Todd
Richard
Raobert
Bill Rev
Kari Ann
Jon

Gary Rev.
Loid
Steven
Cathy
Cathy
Tracey
Michelle
Kristi

Marriage
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Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000

Holley Tricia 4
Johnson Alexandrea 4
Demand Spencer 4
Demand Garrett 4
Elisworth Jeremy 4
Johnson Matthew 4
McGeachy Jon 4
Hawkins Kurt 4
LaGoe Geoffrey 4
Demand Todd 4
Johnson Jeff 4
Austin Kacy Marriage 4
Austin Shirley 4
Austin Rob 4
Goeckel Dan 4
Goeckel Carl 4
Goeckel Denise 4
Koeppen Carol Marriage 5
Ayotte Steve 5
Schauer John Rev. 5
Koeppen Fred 5
Koeppen Marion 5
Ayotte Al 5
Ayotte Shelby 5
Schauer Phillip 5
Sand Ann 5
Johnson Melissa 5
Schauer Andrea 5
Sprunger Erica 5
Sprunger Pat 5
Johnson Tim 5
Ayotte Matthew 5
Schauer Luke 5
Koeppen Fred 5
Schaefer Marlow 5
Schaefer Linda 5
Zellar Makayla Marie Birth 5
Soldan Kelli Ann 5
Zellar Brian 5
Greisinger Nolan Michael Birth 5
Greisinger Rebecca 5




Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000

Greisinger Evan James 5
Greisinger Eric 5
Greisinger Terry 5
Greisinger Janet 5
Miller Chuck 5
Miller JoAnn 5
Greisinger Tyler 5
Kocsis Dave Birthday 5
Walmsley Jacob M Obit 6
Walmsley Kevin 6
Walmsley Suzanne 6
Kingston Suzanne 6
Kingston Lenore 6
Kingston Ronald 6
Walmsley David 6
Walmsley Sharon 6
Burd Michael 6
Burd Lizbeth 6
Brinker Dorothy J Obit 6
Donnelly Mary 6
Donnelly Ralph 6
Brinker Vincent H 6
Brinker James 6
Frederick Nancy 6
Frederick Robert 6
Johnson Kathy 6
Johnson Carol 6
Brinker Wm 6
Brinker Micha 6
Brinker Ronald 6
Brinker Gwen 6
Frazier Patricia 6
Frazier Michael 6
Brinker Mary Jacquelyn 6
Patterson Dorothy 6
Ackley Ruth 6
Brinker Tommy 6
Loeb Barbara Marie Obit 6
Rabbai Velda 6
Rabbai Armen 6
Loeb Sam 6




Scrapbook P
Loeb Patrick
Manning Teresa
Manning Chris
Malloy Lisa
Malloy Pat
Loeb Deanna
Swint Beverly
Gamel Connie
Loeb Michael
Loeb Patrick
Elizabeth
Michael
Amanda
Ashley
Abigail
Allison
Andrea
Samantha
Davey Edna
MacDowell Lynne
MacDowell Bruce
Barnhart Sheila
Barnhart Ted
Davey Randy
Davey Cheryl
Davey Dorrance
Davey Lori
Good Mary
Good Charles
Giordano Shirley
Giordano Pasquale
Roberts Robby
Roberts Barbara
Davey Dorrance
Hiser Kurt
Hiser Mick
Hiser Jan
Wilson Ann
Clay Pam
Clay Robert
Clay Janet

Gale

Obit

ages from rnd Ledge Independent 2000
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Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000

Hamilton
Cannell
Cannell
Cannell
Cannell
Cannell
Nofzinger
Gottschalk
Cannell
Cannell
Scott
Myers
Myers
Cannell
Gurd
Hall
Pozega
Pozega
Pozega
Brittain
Brittain
Wheeler
Wheeler
Pozega
Pozega
Pozega
Wisdom
Reed
Wisdom
Reed
Reed
Wisdom
Wisdom

Anderson
Wilcox
Wilcox
Deuel
Houseman
Houseman

Tom

Urania

George 0
Jeffrey A
LuAnn

Cynthia L
Jeremy

Deanna

Ted

Anne

Faye

Pearl

Clarence

Steven Gregory
Pearl

Nelson Rev.
David Paul
Julie

Paul

Cherie

Bob

Pat

Ken

Marlys

Paul

Cherie

Jeremiah David
Cherie

Brian

Dan

Nancy

David

Debra

Danae

Devan

JazLynn JoAnn
Stephanie

Laura

JoAnn

Adreanna Barbara
Jennifer

e T e e P e

Obit

Birth

Birth

Birth

Birth
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Houseman
Garrison
Garrison
Houseman
Shaw
Lynch
Lynch
Lynch
Manns
Manns
Birge
Harris
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas
Thomas
Vergeson
Harkins
Fedewa
Harkins
Harkins
Harkins
Barclay
Barclay
Barclay
Sciambi
Sciambi
Knuth
Knuth
Sciambi
Barclay
Knuth
Baumgartner
McCormich
McCormich
McCormich
George
Lawson
George
Pryor

Dennis
John
Eleanor
Linda
Dennis
Anthony
Ashley
Michael
Royce
Pam
Joyce
Hillard
Dezirae
Amy
Kenneth
John
Kathie
Amanda
Ted
Ann
Diana
Rick
Cindy
Alvin
Lew
Tresa
Julie
Tony
Veronica
Jim
Rachel
Axie
Aiden

Bill

Marcia
Rebecca
Christopher
Susan
Gary
Lawrence

Michael

Nicole

Leigh
Alan

Rev

L
S

Birth

Birth

Marriage

Marriage

Marriage

fkrapbookPagegﬁnnlGrand[edgelndependentZOOO_
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Scrapbook Page

Pryor
Pryor
Murphy
Demich
Echiverria
Echiverria
Echiverria
Michael
Michael
Michael
Rankin
Rankin
Rankin
Savage
Ramirez
Savage
Savage
Ramirez
Ramirez
DeGroot
Moss
Sivyer
Savage
Mead
Harris
Kiplinger
Moss
Burt
Watson
Ramirez
Maynard
White
Savage
Moss
Kiplinger
Dare
Dare
Arbour
Arbour
Winkelmann

Norma

Emily M
Lori Kay
Ronald L
Alfredo

Matty

Sinfo

N Tim
LouAnn

Stefani Renee
D Brent
Judy

Harry

Carrie Anne
Ricky Lee
Theo

Laurie

Adolph

Arlene

Lester Rev
Teresa

Autumn

Rebecca

Amber

Tammy

Malorie

Taelor

Wes

Robert

Scott

Eric

Rocky

Philip

Dale

Lane

Doug

Chris

Edwin

Della

Della

Jean

Marriage

Marriage

Marriage

Aniversary

s from Grand Ledge Independent 2000
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Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000

Karen 10
Arbour Jeff 10
Arbour Dale 10
Arbour Tim 10
Arbour William 10
Rosier D'stania Marriage 11
Rosier Andy 11
Trotter D'stania 11
Rosier Russell 11
Johnson Melissa 11
Rosier Beftty 11
Rosier Richard 11
Parker Rhonda Marriage 1
Brandt Adam 11
Erickson Richard Rev 11
Parker Marsha 11
Parker Dave 11
Brandt Jim 11
Brandt Diane 11
Hatfield Christine 11
Brandt Sarah 11
Brandt Lindsey 11
Kovach Trista 11
Connolly Jennifer 11
Long Jackie 11
Robertson Maddy 11
Raosso Tony 11
Brandt Pat 11
Vertalka Jon 11
Parker Erik 11
Garrison Matt 11
Golembeske Nate 11
Brandt Irene 11
Jones John 11
Jones Mae 11
Erickson Clyde 11
Erickson Robert 11
Wilson Ann 12
Bailey Diane 12
Leik Jonathon 12
Slolten Kirsten 12




Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000

Veralka
Hall
Bickel
Spalsbury
Spalsbury
Spalsbury
Plite
Peterson
Peterson
Plite
Plite
Cook
Cook
Pixley
Johnson
Johnson
Robinson
Pixley
Pixley
Pixley
Robedeau
Pixley
Pixley
Pixley
Pixley
Tredway
Tredway
Seliner
Seliner
Robinson
Robinson
Kilde
Barton
Waldo
Waldo
Barton
Barton
Millard
Knapp
Lonier
Lonier

Jonathan
James
Darin
Joshua
Mary
Joel
Jason
Dawn
Charlie
Tom
Garri
Nichola
Kim
Jean
Joseph
Lorna
Lorna
Lanny
Vick
Lee
Karen
Ashley
Brandi
Crystal
Shareen
June
Chesley
Susie
John
Wayne
Stan
David

Theodore

Marilyn
Robert
James
Virginia
Clara
Elaine
Dorothea
Romuald

E Obit

Rev
Obit

E Obit
G

12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13

Lo e
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Ainslie
Ainslie
Lonier
Lonier
Lonier
Thompson
Lonier
Lonier
Vilminot
Lonier
Feldpausch
Feldpausch
Lonier
Lonier
Lonier
Lonier
Lonier
Thompson
Thompson
Thompson
Baoki

Baoki
Lonier
Lonier
Vilminot
Vilminot
Vilminot
Ainslie
Ainslie
Ainslie
Ainslie
Lonier
Lonier
Schneider
Schneider
Schneider
Schneider
Wyatt
Haueter
Haueter
Haueter

Scrapbook Pages
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Claude
Elizabeth
Robert
Edwina
Michael
Susanne
Mary
Jeanette
Terry
Marie
Courina
Dan

Breck
Steve
Susie
Scott
Stephanie
Tim

Amy

John
Stacido
Doug
Todd
Christen
Darren
Derek
Megan
Fred

Betty
Mike

Bea

Julia
Florence
Vanessa
Evangeline M Obit
Barry
Howard
Susanne
Harold L
Donald
Patricia
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Calhoun
Calhoun
Hubbard
Hubbard
Haueter
Haueter
Lee

Lee
Kaiser
Kaiser
Hart

Hart
Kaiser
Sweet
Sweet
Haueter
Haueter
Haueter
McCaffrey
Myer
Myer
Nelson
Nelson
Davis
Gemalsky
Gemalsky
McCaffrey
Bartrem
Bushee
Bartrem
Bartrem
Bartrem
Bartrem
Bartrem
Bartrem
Bartrem
Bartrem
Brooks
Brooks
Barnum
Barnum

Cyndi
David
Jeannine

Bill

Donald

Kara

Leslie

Jim

Thomas

Penny

Bob

Kelli

Kip

Daniel

Katrice

Ronald

Jean

Lois

Evelyn Obit
Jacqueline

William

Frank

Joan

Julie

Helen

Robert

Joe

Frances L Obit
Frances L

Duane

Lawrence

Ann

Jeffrey

Anne

CaseyLynn

Mitchell

Kyle
Pearl
Leland
Lois
Robert

»Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000
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13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
13
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
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Sheathelm
Sheathelm
Lindman
Bartrem
Sherman

Mutersbaugh

Wheaton
Wheaton
Wheaton
Wheaton
Corbet
Houck
Wheaton
Magnhum
Corbet
Holliman
Wheaton
Wheaton
Vermillion
Fedewa
Connell
Taylor
Catlin
Thompson
Thompson
Thompson
Brunger
Lodholtz
Lodholtz
Brunger
Lipsey
Lipsey
Lipsey
Cowan
Kemsiey
Lane

Hall

Lane
Schafer
Schafer
Schafer

Norma
William
Donald
Doug
Richard
Stanley
Curtis
Earl
Zula
FerolelLee
FeroleLee
Rita
Gary
Kathi
Kevin
Miriam
Dale
Garrett
Nile
Linda
Nancy
Andrea
Barbara
Michael
Linda
Jennifer
Darrel
JR
Marlene
Tamara
Timothy
Jack
Patricia
James
Kelli
David
Brenda
Victor
Amanda
Catherine
Pete

Lynn

Sue

Kaye

Kaye

Obit

Obit

Marriage

Marriage

Marriage

Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000
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14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
14
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
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Germain
Germain
Germain

Houseman
Thompson
Thompson
Thompson
Houseman
Fluke
Fluke
Vorce
Vergason
Vergason
Vergason
Frank
Frank
Frank
Ganony
Ganony
Ganony
Ingram
Ingram
Ingram
Ingram
Evans
Evans
Evans
Nylander
Nylander
Nylander
Stump
Stump
Nylander
Nylander
Nylander
McNamara
Holmes
Holmes
Holmes
Adcock

Kevin
Leonard
Carol
Austin
Scott
Tiffany
James
Michelle
Linda
Robert
Althea
Dorothy
Brittany
Robert
Kimberly
Daniel
David
Bonnie
Bryanna
James
Roberta
Ralph
Linda
Howard
Sandra
Graysen
John
Shari
Frank
Doug
Betsey
Betsey
Jim

J

Vicki
Doris
Ruth
Cullen
Marty
Leigh
Leigh

N

Scott

Edward

McKenna

James

Lee

Martin

_ Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000
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Birth

Birth

Birth

Birth

Birth

Birth

Birth
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15
15
15
15
15
15
5
15
15
li5
15
iS5
15
15
e
15
15
18
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15




Adcock
Adcock
Cullen
Cullen
Ketchum
Holmes
Barrett
Dawson
Dawson
Dawson
Barrett
Dawson
Dawson
Campbeli
Campbell
Muscott
Muscott
Dunn
Morse
Morse
Morse
Guthrie
Doerr
Doerr
Hubble
Hubble
Pulver
Pulver
Hictamaki
Hictamaki
Morse
Morse
Cook
Guild
Guild
Morse
Morse
Morse
Morse
Morse
Morse

=

Phil
Lenora
Rick
Connie
Edith
Maloye
Kristin
Olivia L Birth
James
Kristin
Donna
Patricia
Avrie
Gordon G Obit
Dorothy M
Christine
Monte
Lorna
Donald F Obit
Robert
Hazel
Hazel
Linda
Larry
Joan
Bob
Sue
Ken
Kate
Don
Mike
Annette
Robin
Kimberly
Jeremy
Jeffrey
April
Doug
Carol
Denise
Irene

Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000
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15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
15
18
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
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Scrapbook Pages from Gra

Krupp
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Veazy
Easterday
Bridgewater
Bitney
Bitney
Corston
Corston
Bridgewater
Bridgewater
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry
Henry

Hunt
Mishler
Mishler
Henry
Henry
Henry
Mishler
Campbell
Campbell
Campbell
Piggott
Piggott
Piggott
Campbell
Campbell
Lyman
Salas

Salas

Salas

Cary

Tice

Tice

Salas

o e e

Joseph J
John Edward Obit
John
Susen E
Susen E
Ruth L
Loraine
Patricia
Richard
Louise
Lloyd
John W
Meredith
Joseph L Obit
Jarrod Lee
Kathy
William
Catherine
Catherine
Jennie
Mark
Michael
David
Craig
Travis
Travis Matthew Birth
Jack
Amy
Amy
Bill
Alice
Paul
Carole
Pauline
Joshua Raymond Birth
Larry
Tiffany
Tiffany
Dennis
Vickie
Miguel

nd Ledge Independent 2000
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16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
16
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
17
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Scrapbook Pages from Grand Ledge Independent 2000

Salas Theresa 17
Tice Esther 17
Salas Nikolas Loren 17
Elizabeth

Mary S Birth 17
White Edward 17
Cason Georgia 17
Carison Mary Lou 17
Carlson Larry 17
White Larry 17
White Suzanne 17
Luter Brynne E Birth 17
Luter Todd 17
Luter Susanne 17
Luter Frank 17
Luter Ruth 17
Hoyt David 17
Hoyt Carole 17
Hopkins-
LLuoma Jenna L Birth 17
Hopkins-Luoma Jeffrey 17
Hopkins-Luoma Angela 17
Hartman Troy Matthew I Birth 17
Hartman Troy 17
Hart Theresa 17
Hill Jerry 17
Hill Margaret 17

Christine E Birth 17
Tokar Christopher 17
Nelton Elizabeth 17
Nelton Bill 17
Nelton Sally J 17
Tokar Linda 17
Tokar Larry 17

Fort Wayne Bus Trip
October 23, 2010

More information on Web-site: www.miegs.org
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The Value of Putting Queries on Online Message Boards

By

Shirley Gage Hodges

I 4

It is important that we do not overlook the value of putting queries on message boards.
We have to face the possibility that we might never hear anything from these queries
but oftentimes they bring great results. | like to think of them as putting a message in a
bottle and throwing it into the ocean. It might come to rest in exactly the right place and
find the right person. | personally believe that most of our greatest genealogical finds
are because of divine intervention. | look at answers to these queries in that light.

About twelve years ago | placed a number of queries on several different boards. One
of the families | was |looking for was Charles Welch who married Abigail Chase. The
family had moved from Vermont to New York then on to Fulton County, Ohio with some
of the family moving on to Michigan. | received a reply back to one of those queries
about six years ago from a wonderful lady by the name of Vivian Russell. | knew from
her response that she and my husband were related. | sent a reply back and told her
that my husband would like to talk with her. She called a few days later and we had a
delightful conversation. At the end of the conversation as she was getting ready to hang
up she said, “well dear, you do know that there is a Welch reunion this week-end in
Michigan, don’t you?” We did not know about the reunion. Vivian said she was coming
up from her home in Florida and would love to meet us there. We went to the reunion
and my husband met 65 new cousins who have all become very dear friends. This was
all because of a query that took me ten minutes to write and post.

Take time to go to these message boards. Do a quick search and see if anyone else is
searching for the same people that you are. You may find a relative who will be happy
to share and exchange information with you.

For a quick list of family history message boards, Google the search term “genealogy
message board”.
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The Dolson Automobile

By Stuart Graham
(A shorten version taken from Tales Along Clinton Trail)

The Dolson Automobile, which was built in Charlotte shortly after the turn of the
century, was one of the early pioneer cars to be introduced to the American
public. The factory where the Dolson cars were built still stands in Charlotte at
the southwest corner of West Lovett and Pearl Streets. It is a three-story brick
building standing very near to the Grand Trunk Railway. A railroad siding was
extended to the factory, thereby establishing easy access for shipping the
finished automobiles to their ultimate destination. At that time, the regular railroad
boxcars were used for this purpose.

The actual construction of the Dolson car was begun in 1903, with road-testing of
the cars being conducted on country roads adjacent to the city of Charlotte. The
earliest Dolson cars were designed to carry four passengers, including the driver.
One of the first Dolsons was built with a door in the back of the car body through
which the passengers to the back seat would enter the vehicle. Later, the design
was changed to side-entry doors. The engine for the Dolson was a 2-cylinder
motor manufactured by the Buick Motor Car Company of Flint.

The cars were widely advertised and promoted in various automobile magazines.
They were always displayed at both the New York and Chicago Automobile
Shows.

During the great San Francisco Earthquake on April 18, 1906, in which 452
people lost their lives, the Dolson car played an important part in the rescue
operations. The Dolson Automobile Agency had a number of cards on hand in its
stock and these cars were taken, under police and military authority, for relief
work. In a letter to the Dolson Car Company from Mr. H. W. Laugenour,
manager of the San Francisco Agency, he commented on their quality and
performance, vividly describing how invaluable their cars had been in the rescue
efforts. The letter was published in the Charlotte Republican-Tribune of May 25,
1906. The cars hauled tents and poles to make shelters, and other necessities to
relieve the suffering of the earthquake victims.

The Doison Company was declared bankrupt by the United States Court in
Grand Rapids, by the middle of 1907.

The building was taken over by the Duplex Power Car Company, which produced
4-wheel drive trucks in Charlotte for about six years. In 1916, the Duplex
Company moved its operation to Lansing. A short time later, the building was
purchased by the Charlotte Chair Company.




The Dolson Automobile
A8

The Dolson Carriage
Driver in the picture is John Dolson

The John Dolson Story
Research by Mary Jean Baker

John L. Dolson came from Indian in 1864 to Charlotte. He had learned the
blacksmith trade as a youth, and put his talent to work at a job repairing wagons
and carriages. He became acquainted with George Ward, who was in the same
line of business. In 1871 they formed a partnership and went into the business
building carriages and sleighs under the name of Ward and Dolson.

The business prospered until 1888, when shortly after a plant expansion, George
Ward decided to sell his share to a man named May. The business then became
known as Dolson and May. A year later John Dolson sold out to 2a man named
Barney and again the name was changed. Dolson remained with the firm as a
salesman.

John Dolson started working on a new road wagon, which he planned to
manufacture with his sons. Construction of a new building was started early in
1890 at the corner of Lovett and Pearl streets in Charlotte. By December 1890 a
sample road wagon was built and the first shipment left the factory January 3,
1891.
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The Dolson Automobile
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The three stories, 50 feet by 250 feet building enabled the Dolsons to produce
4,000 to 5,000 carriages a year, with a crew of 100 to 125 workmen. As many as
26 of these employees were blacksmiths who labored at their forges in the
basement, forming carriage parts.

There were over 100 carriage manufacturers in the state of Michigan at that time,
and the Dolsons were by no means the largest. That honor belonged to Durant
and Dort Co. of Flint.

At least one Dolson Carriage is in existence today. It was bought at a farm
auction by the Kitsloar Carriage House, a furniture store in Green Bay,
Wisconsin, and restored to be used as an advertising symbol of their business.
There is another known one that the Historical Commission wanted to purchase
but didn’t have the funds. It was in Florida the last | heard.

(More detailed information on the Doisons can be found in VF-69 in the
genealogy room)

Pray Funeral Home Record: Page B1-16

John Lewis Dolson, 130 N. Clinton died 6 Aug. 1926. Born: 5 Mar. 1895. 31y,
5m, 1d. Buried at Maple Hill. Husband of Edith Barthorpe. John was born in
Charlotte. Married. Dentist. Religion — Scientist.

Parents: John L. Lewis & Ettie B. Benedict.

Ettie R. Dolson & John L. Dolson divorced in 1907.
Dolson Family (Continued)

Maple Hill Cemetery, Charlotte, Michigan
Section D, Lot 72
Dolson, Child of Moore 00/000/0000 — 00/000/1901

Dolson, David E. 00/000/1882 — 02/Mar/1936

Dolson, Ettie B 00/000/1864 — 30 Jul/1947

Dolson, Gerald E. 00/000/1886 — 15/Nov/1929

Dolson, John L. 00/000/1840 — 21/Jul/1925

Dolson, John Lewis 00/000/1895 — 06/Aug/1926

Dolson, Leila F. 00/000/1882 — 06/Dec/1944

Dalson, Lucy 00/000/1852 — 09/0ct/1924 Wife of John L.
Dolson, Margaret 00/000/1840 - 00/000/1869

Dolson, Nora M. 00/000/1863 — 27/0ct/1933

John L. Dolson & Margaret Kellogg were the parents of John L. Jr. Dolson

(The ECGS genealogy room is full of papers on the Dolson Family)
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Page: 41

File Number: 777

Date of Death: 4 August 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Margetta L. Rose

Age: 17y5m22 Sex: F Single
Place of Death: Windsor

Cause of Death: Consumption of Bowels
Birthplace: Windsor

Residence: Windsor

Occupation:

Parents:

Father: lames Rose

Mother: Sarah J. Rose

Parent’s Residence: Windsor

Page: 42

File Number: 778

Date of Death: 4 September 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Jennie L. Snyder

Age: 1y 2m Sex: F Single
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids
Cause of Death: Disentery
Birthplace: Eaton Rapids
Residence: Windsor

Occupation:

Parents:

Father: C. Suyeles

Mother: Harriet E. Suyeles
Parent’s Residence: Windsor

Page: 42

File Number: 779

Date of Death: 25 March 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Mary ). Gardner

Age: 20y 7m6d Sex: F Single
Place of Death: Windsor

Cause of Death: Typhoid Pneumonia
Birthplace: ?

Residence: Windsor

Occupation: Teacher

Parents:

Father: William Gardner
Mother: Jane Gardner

Parent’s Residence: Windsor

Page: 42

File Number; 780

Date of Death: 14 april 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872

Name: Thomas J. Sloan

Age: 60y 10m Sex: M Married
Place of Death: Windsor

Cause of Death: Consumption of Lungs
Birthplace: New York

Residence: Windsor

Occupation: Farmer

Parents:

Father: Thomas Sloan

Mother: Barsheba Sloan

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 42

File Number: 781

Date of Death: 7 December 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Wright

Age: Sex: M
Place of Death: Windsor
Cause of Death:

Birthplace: Windsor
Residence: Windsor
Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Elan Wright
Mother: Margaretta Wright
Parent’s Residence: Windsor

Page: 42

File Number: 782

Date of Death: 17 October, 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Bellows

Age: Sex: F
Place of Death: Windsor
Cause of Death:

Birthplace: Windsor
Residence:

Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Warren E. Bellows
Mother: Olive Bellows
Parent’s Residence: Windsor
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Page: 42

File Number: 783

Date of Death: 12 April 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Sabin

Age: Sex: M
Place of Death: Windsor
Cause of Death:

Birthplace: Windsor
Residence:

Occupation:

Parents:

Father: George O. Sabin
Mother: Emily Sabin
Parent’s Residence: Windsor

Page: 42

File Number: 784

Date of Death: Unknown 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Ackley

Age: Sex: M
Place of Death: Ross Kalamazoo Co.
Cause of Death:

Birthplace: Ross Kalamazoo Co.
Residence: Windsor
Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Franklin R. Ackley
Mother: Louisa Ackley
Parent’s Residence: Windsor

Page: 42

File Number: 785

Date of Death: 15 November 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Daniel Chadwick

Age: 75y 2m 20d Sex: M Married
Place of Death: Oneida

Cause of Death: Disease of Stomack
Birthplace: New York

Residence: Oneida

Occupation: Farmer

Parents:

Father:

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Eaton County Death Records

Page: 42

File Number: 786

Date of Death: 14 September 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Susan Carr

Age: 65y 60m 1d Sex: F Widowed
Place of Death: Oneida

Cause of Death: Consumption
Birthplace: Vermont

Residence: Oneida

Occupation:

Parents:

Father:

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 42

File Number: 787

Date of Death: 31 January 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Diana Mitchel

Age: 42y 2m 20d Sex: F Married
Place of Death: Oneida

Cause of Death: Consumption
Birthplace: New York

Residence: Oneida

Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Silas Mosier

Mother; Sarah Mosier

Parent’s Residence: Oneida, Mich

Page: 42

File Number: 788

Date of Death: 11 September 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Sophia Holmes

Age: 8ly 1m Sex: F  Widowed
Place of Death: Oneida

Cause of Death: Paralysis
Birthplace: New York

Residence: Oneida

Occupation:

Parents:

Father:

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:
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Page: 42

File Number: 789

Date of Death: 25 May 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: May Trinnie

Age: 1m 21d Sex: F
Place of Death: Oneida
Cause of Death:

Birthplace: Oneida, Mich
Residence: Oneida
Occupation:

Parents:

Father: James Trinnie
Mother: Emma A. Trinnie
Parent’s Residence: Oneida, Mich

Page: 42

File Number: 790

Date of Death: 11 January 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Feess

Age: Sex: M
Place of Death: Oneida
Cause of Death: Stili Born
Birthplace: Oneida
Residence: Oneida
Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Michael Feess
Mother: Frances Feess
Parent’s Residence: Oneida

Page: 42

File Number: 791

Date of Death: 15 February 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Feess

Age: 1mdd Sex: F
Place of Death: Oneida
Cause of Death:

Birthplace: Oneida
Residence: Oneida
Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Michael Feess
Mother: Frances Feess
Parent’s Residence: Oneida

Page: 42

File Number: 792

Date of Death: 9 June 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Emily Campbell

Age: 34y7m4d Sex: F Married
Place of Death: Oneida
Cause of Death: Child Birth
Birthplace: New York
Residence: Oneida
Occupation:

Parents:

Father:

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 42

File Number: 793

Date of Death: 5 October 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Silas Godfrey

Age: 40y 1m 11y Sex: M Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids

Cause of Death: Typhoid Pneumonia
Birthplace: New York

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Butcher

Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 42

File Number: 794

Date of Death: 22 May 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872

Name: Catherine Beebe

Age: 73y 3m Sex: F Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids

Cause of Death: Malignant Erysipolas
Birthplace: Rhode Island

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Housekeeper

Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:
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Page: 42

File Number: 795

Date of Death: 12 May 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872

Name: Jeremiah Lown

Age: 63y 9m Sex: M Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids

Cause of Death: Bleeding from Catarrh
Birthplace: New Jersey

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Farmer

Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 43

File Number: 796

Date of Death: 15 May 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872

Name: Mary Ann Johnson

Age: 43y 1m Sex: F  Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids

Cause of Death: Inflamation of Lungs
Birthplace: OHio

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Housekeeper

Parents:

Father:

Mother: Elizabeth Milbourn
Parent’s Residence: Eaton, Mich

Page: 43

File Number: 797

Date of Death: 15 March 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Elizabeth F. Trinnie?
Age: 33y 1m 12d Sex: F Married
Piace of Death: Eaton Rapids
Cause of Death: Child Birth
Birthplace: New York
Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother;

Parent’s Residence:

S e B R T T e =

Page: 43

File Number: 798

Date of Death: 26 May 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872

Name: Harrisson H. King

Age: 32y Sex: M Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids

Cause of Death: Catarrh & Bronchial Consumpt.
Birthplace: Ohio

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Boot & Shoe Merchant
Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 43

File Number: 799

Date of Death: 2 October 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Curran C. Long

Age: 20y 7m 27d Sex: M Single
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids
Cause of Death: Consumption of Lungs
Birthplace: Lenawee C., Mich
Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Farmer

Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 43

File Number: 800

Date of Death: 14 July 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Jacob Kositchek

Age: 22y 2m 22d Sex: M Single
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids
Cause of Death: Consumption of Lungs
Birthplace: Bohemia Europe
Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Merchant

Parents:

Father: Soloman Kositchek
Mother: Hatte Kositchek
Parent’s Residence: Eaton Rapids
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Page: 43

File Number: 801

Date of Death: 25 July 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Elizabeth Darling

Age: 30y 8m 11d Sex: F Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids
Cause of Death: Disease of Heart
Birthplace: Ohio

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Housekeeper
Parents:

Father: William Hoyt

Mother: Lucy Hoyt

Parent’s Residence: Eaton Rapids

Page: 43

File Number: 802

Date of Death: 5 July 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Kerziah Norton

Age: 65y Sex: F  Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids
Cause of Death: Disease of Heart
Birthplace: New York

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Housekeeper ?
Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 43

File Number: 803

Date of Death: 10 April 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Cyrus Munger

Age: S5y4md4d Sex: M Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids
Cause of Death: Paralysis
Birthplace: Massachusetts
Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Farmer
Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 43

File Number: 804

Date of Death: 13 February 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Mary A. Root

Age: 45y Sex: F Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids
Cause of Death: Dropsy
Birthplace: New York

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Housekeeper
Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 43

File Number: 805

Date of Death: 5 September 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Betsey Bronson

Age: 63y 4m Sex: F Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids
Cause of Death: Bilious Fever
Birthplace: New York

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Housekeeper
Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 43

File Number: 806

Date of Death: 2 March 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Jacob H. Hicks

Age: 1y 2d Sex: M Single
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids
Cause of Death: Lung Fever
Birthplace: Eaton Rapids
Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Liberty Hicks

Mother: Georgianna Hicks
Parent’s Residence: Eaton Rapids
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Page: 43

File Number; 807

Date of Death: 2 April 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872

Name: Elsey B. Frost

Age: 53y 10m 21dSex: F Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids

Cause of Death: Disease of Heart & Lung Fever
Birthplace: New York

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Housekeeper

Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 43

File Number: 808

Date of Death: 3 April 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872

Name: Barnard Mason

Age: 83y 7m 24d Sex: M Married
Place of Death: Eaton Rapids

Cause of Death: ? enlargement of the Neck
Birthplace: New York

Residence: Eaton Rapids
Occupation: Carpenter & Joiner
Parents:

Father: Both Dead

Mother:

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 43

File Number: 809

Date of Death: 14 april 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Nora J. Dewitt

Age: 4yS5md4d  Sex: F Single
Place of Death: Benton

Cause of Death: Whooping Cough
Birthplace: Benton

Residence: Benton

Occupation:

Parents:

Father: John J. Dewitt

Mother: Eliza J. Dewitt

Parent’s Residence: Benton

Page: 43

File Number: 810

Date of Death: 28 October 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Lorretta M. Carl

Age: 6m 1d Sex: F Single
Place of Death: Benton

Cause of Death: Scrofula
Birthplace: Benton

Residence: Benton

Occupation:

Parents:

Father: David Carl

Mother: Lena Carl

Parent’s Residence: Benton

Page: 43

File Number: 811

Date of Death: 7 April 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Clark

Age: 3d Sex: F Single
Place of Death: Benton
Cause of Death: unknown
Birthplace: Benton
Residence: Benton
Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Newman Clark
Mother: Elizabeth Clark
Parent’s Residence: Benton

Page: 43

File Number: 812

Date of Death: 15 November 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Meda Carl

Age: 10y Sex: F Single
Place of Death: Benton

Cause of Death: Diptheria
Birthplace: Benton

Residence: Benton

Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Samuel Carl

Mother: Wealthy ? Carl

Parent’s Residence: Benton
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Page: 43

File Number: 813

Date of Death: 21 September 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Godsmark

Age: 2d Sex: M Single
Place of Death: Benton

Cause of Death: Unknown
Birthplace: Benton

Residence: Benton

Occupation:

Parents:

Father: William Godsmark
Mother: Maria Godsmark
Parent’s Residence: Benton

Page: 43

File Number: 814

Date of Death: 7 June 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872

Name: Jesse Jones

Age: 42Y Sex: M Married
Place of Death: Benton

Cause of Death: Steam Saw Mill Boiler
Explosion

Birthplace: New York

Residence: Benton

Occupation: Owner of Steam Saw Mill
Parents:

Father: Unknown

Mother: Unknown

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 44

File Number: 815
Date of Death: 2 December 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872

Name: Lovica Jones

Age: 42Y Sex: F Widowed
Place of Death: Benton

Cause of Death: Brain Fever
Birthplace: Michigan
Residence: Benton
Occupation:

Parents:

Father: lohn Stanley
Mother: Lovica Stanley
Parent’s Residence: Benton

Eaton County Death Records

Page: 44

File Number: 816

Date of Death: 1 February 1871
Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Eunice Sahins

Age: 60y Sex: F Married
Place of Death: Benton

Cause of Death: Unknown
Birthplace: Michigan
Residence: Benton
Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Unknown

Mother: Unknown

Parent’s Residence:

Page: 44

File Number: 817

Date of Death: 15 April 1871

Date Recorded: 31 May 1872
Name: Gracia Upright

Age: 3y6m Sex: F Single
Place of Death: Benton

Cause of Death: Inflamation of Bowels
Birthplace: Benton

Residence: Benton

Occupation:

Parents:

Father: Jacob Upright

Mother: Sarah Upright

Parent’s Residence: Benton

These death records were compiled from
Volume | by Marcy Cousino and Susan
Polhamus created the computer program
for printing. If you wish to have a certified
copy of a record, please contact the Eaton
County Clerk’s Office, Independence Dr.,
Charlotte, M1 48813
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| Arranged by Mary Jean Baker

One of our members, Martha Raths, has a friend Cora who lived in Charlotte
during the years she grew up. She made a family notebook, which Martha
shared with us. | have taken parts of it to share, plus looked up more File Family
information.

In the 1939Sanitary Survey of Charlotte, the File grandparents’ home was at 323
S. Horatio. It was an eleven room house with electricity but no telephone at the
time. They owned 20 hens, which indicate that they sold eggs.

Deeds show that Fred & DeEtta File bought the house January 13, 1902 for
$1200.00. Both having died in 1943, the heirs were their three children: Harold
(wife Mabel), Lawrence (Betty and siblings’ father, then “single”), and Margaret
File Lauritzen. The house at 323 Horatio was “quitclaimed” to Leora G. Allen of
221 %2 Henry Street (just around the corner) for $1.00 and other considerations”.

Later, it stood vacant for some time. High school kids used it as a teen hangout,
supervised, of course. They cleaned and painted some rooms inside, had pool
tables, ping-pong etc. The rooms were big with high ceilings, and had beautiful,
dark woodwork. At some point the High School bought the house. Sometime in
the late 1960s it was torn down for a school parking lot.

In 1973 two of the File children set up a business in Charlotte in the old
“Colizzi’s Candy/Soda Shop” after they retired. They had to use an ice scraper
to get the ground-in candy off the floor in the candy-cook room.

File Family Genealogy

Jonathon J. File

Born: 1824 in Germany (came to Charlotte from LaPorte, IN)
Died: 1/12/1888 in Charlotte of typhoid fever, age 64

Mair: Lena Vanz

Born: 1825 in Mecklenberg, Germany

Died: 9/16/1913 in Charlotte of cerebral effusion

Children of Jon & Lena File
Fred John File
Born: 9/12/1855 in LaPorte, IN
Cobbler — had his own shop (1920 census)
Died: 12/10/1943 of cardio vascular renal disease
Marr: De Etta Cornelia Wood 5/8/1884
Born: 1/6/1857 in Salisbury, NY of Mason & Ann Wood
Died: 5-2/1943 of fractured hip, exhaustion, age
Children: Mason Lawrence File, Margaret Louise (Albert Lauritzen) &
Harold File (Mable)
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John File
Born: 1857 Single
Died: 2/5/1885 of consumption

William C. File

Born: 1869 Painter

Died: 1904

Marr: First Hattie Stamm, second Nettie Crall

Charlie John File
Born: 1871

Died: 1903

Single - painter

A Next Generation

Mason Lawrence File (aka Lawrence, Carl) Son of Fred & De Etta

Born: 3/27/1885 in Charlotte, Ml

Died: 6/2/1962 in Port Huron, Ml

Worked for Eaton County Savings Bank

Marr: Cora Mercer (aka Elizabeth May Budd)

Born: 10/8/1895 in Bridgeport, CN

Died: 10/8/1984 in CA

Children: All born in Michigan

Mason George File, Elizabeth Mae (Betty Lewis), Frances Louise (Fowler),
Alice A. (Ofstad) & Lorin Hubert (aka John) (Carol Smith)

Delayed Birth Record for Mason Laurence Carl File

Resident of Charlotte

Born: March 27, 1885, white.

Parents: Frederick J. File of Charlotte, born LaPorte, Ind. Shoemaker
DeEtta C. Wood, of Charlotte. Born: Salisbury, N.Y. Housewife

1929 School census Records (last year before moving to California)
Mason File, age 8, born 3-3-1921

Betty May File, born 5-14-1924

Frances Louise, born 6-19/1926

Alice A, born 12-7-1931

Louis, born 10-6-1933

1933 City Census

Cora File (Mercer) female, white, 313 Warren, Charlotte, age 37 Born: 10-8-
1886 Parents: unknown. Husband: Lawrence. Housewife. Moved to Charlotte
from Calif. In 1920.
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Lawrence Mason File, Male, white, 313 Warren, Charlotte, age 47. Born: 3-27-
1886. Mich. Parents: Fred & DeEftta File, Wife: Cora. Auditor for C.W A.

Lawrence Mason Carl File

Passed away on June 2, 1962 at Mercy Hospital in Port Huron, Michigan. He
was born in Charlotte, Michigan, March 27, 1885, the eldest son of Fred J. &
DeEtta Wood File. After graduating from Charlotte High School, he went to
San Diego, Calif. Where he was employed in Marsten's Dept. Store for several
years and studied music and played in the San Diego and Los Angeles
Symphony Orchestras. He was a great lover of the best in music, and his hobby
of late years was raising choice roses.

He married Cora Mercer in January, 1918, and returned to Charlotte, where he
was employed in the Eaton County Savings Bank for several years. He then
went to Detroit and finally to Port Huron where he was employed as accountant
in a large wholesale firm for then years.

He is survived by two sons, Mason G. of Phoenix, Ariz, and Lauren of Long
Beach, Calif.; three daughters, Mrs. James (Betty) Hardacre & Mrs. E. B.
(Frances) Collins of Long Beach, Calif., and Mrs. Zane (Alice) Ofstead of
Hermosa Beach, Calif.; one sister, Mrs. Albert Lauritzen of Charlotte. One
brother (Harold) preceded him in death in 1952.

Graveside services were held with Rev. Fred Lapham of the First Baptist Church
officiating. Burial was in the family lot in Maple Hill Cemetery.

(More File Family information can be found in the Eaton County Genealogy
Library)

| SCHOOLS TRIPLE 4™ WAR LOAN CAMPAIGN

PT-19B “Cornell” Training Plane to be Purchased
From Bond Drive
(March 2, 1944 High School Newspaper — “Orange & Black”

A Grand total of $48,018.60 worth of bonds and stamps was purchased during
the recent 4" war loan drive, which ended Feb. 15. The amount of $1,118.60
worth of stamps and $46,900.00 worth of bonds was purchased. The goal set for
the campaign was $15,000 in order to have the Charlotte school system’s name
engraved on a PT-19B 'Cornell’ training plane. The schools here in the city all
combined tripled these aims.

The teachers selling $1,000 and over of bonds were Mable Gildart, Froebel
school, $9,200; Rose Whidden, Hawthorne school, $5,250; Catherine Crozier,
junior high, $4,300; Zella Hallifax, high school, $3,700, Ailleen Lipsey, high
school, $3,375; Elizabeth Bradley, Hawthorne, $2,735 and others were Leiella
Barnes, Marie Taylor, Richard Bilbie, Dorotha Jenson, Nina Shotwell, Jean
Slowey and Wendell Anderson.
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Early Members of the Charlotte Fire Department

Early Members of the Charlotte
Fire Department

[nformation from a 1959 Michigan State
Firemen’s Association State Convention
booklet and minutes of Charlotte City Council
meetings.

On October 8, 1872, the Charlotte, Michigan
Firc Department was officially organized with
40 members. The Fire chief was Doctor
Samuel Perky. The First Assistant Engineer
was Ben J. Grier, the Second Assistant
Engineer was Sam Ketcham, and the Foreman
was L.H. Turner.

The members of the department in 1877 were
W.J. Bonnett, Chief Engineer; Samuel
Pollock, First Assistant Engineer; J.W.
Rogers, Second Assistant Engineer; HH.
Wilson, Secretary; John Mitchell, treasurer;
George Rawley, engineer; Uri Prindle, stoker;
John Hite and Issac Bottomly, pipemen; and
Harry E. Roers and George Bradley, assistant
pipemen. The other members of the
department that year were Josh B. Krebs, O.G.
Young, George Stoner, P.B Frace, Soloman
Fisher, J. Welch, L.A. Cooper, John B. Krebs,
James House, M. Belger, Wm. Davis, James
Ploof, W.H. Perkins, E. Pitcher, A. Judd, M.
Grott, J. VanJohnson, W.A. Fields, Levi
Woolston, and Bert Rogers.

In March 1879, the city purchased a No. 3
Silsby Steam Fire Engine with 1,000 feet of
hose and coupling, etc., for $6,251.50. The
water supply came from reservoirs located at
street intersections and in the alleys of the
business district.

After the purchase of the steam fire engine
and heavier equipment it became necessary to
call horses into service to haul the equipment
over the rough dirt streets. For many years
there was an agreement with the many livery

stables and dray bams located about the
business district that when the f(ire bell was
sounded the first team of horses and driver to
arrive would pull the fire engine to the fire and
receive $2.00 for the job. During the winter
months, bob sleds were used to some extent.

By 1880, with J.V. Johnson chief, the
department consisted of the following
companies:

Charlotte Hose Company, No. 1, twenty-
four members. - W. Field, Foreman and F.E.
VanHoughton, First Assistant Foreman.

Active Hose Company, No. 2, thirty-five
members. - C.E.K. Baxter, Foreman; A.B.
Bretz, First Assistant; and William Munson,
Second Assistant.

Prairie Queen Hook-and -Ladder
Company, No. 3, thirty-seven members -
George Wright, Foreman; Will Fredericks,
First Assistant; and F.H. Newlon, Second
Assistant.

In 1888, Charlotte installed water works and
steam driven pumps. The water works
building was located on South Cochran
Avenue on the banks of the Battle Creek
where the 1845 Eaton County Courthouse
now stands.

On April 24 1899, the common council of the
city of Charlotte approved the following
officers of the fire department: Chief, Dennis
J. Donovan; Captain, W. J. Newlon,
Lieutenant, Ed Lynd; Secretary, E. Benson
Collins; Treasurer, Samuel Robinson, Jr.; and
Sergeants-at-Arms, James Dell and Chas. V,
Lane.

Researched and submitted

by Leila Klaiss
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Charlotte High School Pupils 1871 - 1872

Charlotte High School Pupils -
1871-1872

The original handwritten list, was given to
Leila Klaiss by Shirley Olson, the great-
granddaughter of Amanda McCamman, one of
the students, who wrote the list. Transcribed
as written.

High School Classified Punpils
All of Charlotte

Jennie Buck
Millie Brosseau
Mina Childs
Nellie Clark
Eva Hart

Mattie Lacey
Amanda McCamman
Lucy McDonald
Ella McDonald
Ida Wood
Henry Carpenter
E.L. Harmon
Will Lacey
Warren Rand
George Shear
Frank Spaulding
Mary Barager
Julia Coorn
Lidia Clark
Eliza Dow

Eliza Foote
Jennie Fouts
Jennie Hartel
Hattie LaSeur
Alice McClintic
Caddie Roe
Della Stall

Alice Tirrill
Etta Wood
Sarah Williams
Algie Bretz
Eddie Carpenter
Isaac Jackson
Frank King
George Lacey
Coenelius McCarty
Henry Sherman

Pupils not classified in High School

O. Amold - Eaton

Emma Arnold - Charlotte
Josie Barager, Charlotte
Anna Burritt - Charlotte
Jennie Butterfield - Walton
Pollie Campbell - Charlotte
Nellie Divine - Brookfield
Alice Griffin - Sunfield
Ida Griffin - Sunfield
Bertha Hall - Charlotte
Gulie Hoag - Roxand
Della King - Carmel
Libbie Miller - Walton
Mary Mitchell - Charlotte
Zuella Moyer - Roxand
Bell McArthur - Brookfield
Alice Newlon - Charlotte
Emma Owings - Charlotte
Olive Raidle - Eaton

Mary Rider - Roxand
Delia Stimpson - Charlotte
Eva Strang - Carmel

Ida Tracey - Charlotte
Edith Williams - Charlotte
Ada White - Charlotte
Mary Wilton - Charlotte
Anna Wade - Charlotte
Bell Wade - Charlotte
John Baker

James Baird

Alva Clafflin

WM Campbel

E.H. Doughty

Frank Fails - Kalamo
Alvin Fowler - Charlotte
EL Griest

Homer Green

Descom Good rich

Henry Has____ (last name unreadable)
Frank Ives

Charles Marple

JE Nichols - Clinton Co.
CO Piper

Charles Sherman

GL Stewart 37
WM Tracey

Judson Tirrill



Village of Bellevue

e —————— s —— s

Research by Mary Jean Baker

Founded in 1833 along the Battle Creek River, Bellevue was the first settlement in
Eaton County. Named for the “beautiful view” observed by early settlers, Bellevue
reflects the quiet pleasant life of small town America.

Bellevue can boast of many “firsts”, including the first non-native American born in
Eaton County, the first church service, the first school, the first post office and the first to
begin a limestone quarry business.

The Village has several monuments to honor its historic past, which are listed in the
Michigan State Histories Division and in the National Historic Registry. They include the
Dyer Limestone Kiln and park, the old four mill, the cut stone Village Hall and several
homes in the Village, which are listed on the State Register of Historic Homes.

(Pamphlets from Bellevue Village)
BELLEVUE LIBRARY HISTORY

For as long as anyone remembers, there has been a Bellevue Township Library.
According to the clerk’s Record Book of 1849-1874, which contained the minutes of the
Township Board Meetings, various purchases were made for the library and the first
documented librarian.

The first librarian, George S. Avery, served from 1849-1850. During this time period the
exact location of the library is unknown. It is believed to have been located in what was
called the Old Engine House after 1883.

The engine house was also the city hall at the time, as well as the jailhouse. It

was located in Washington Park on the corner of Main and Mill. During this period, the
clerk’s record book refers to the “library room” where most of the Township Meetings

were held.

Other supporting evidence concern the rent, which was paid to Mr. A. E. Fitzgerald to
the sum of $35 a year for rent of the library room. He was to furnish the room in its good
condition, as well as fuel and oil. The tax assay for the year 1900 show Mr. Fitzgerald
as owning a store located on the S. W. corner of block 48 (north of hotel).

Two other people were also paid rent for the library rooms but their property could not
be documented. W. C. Lloyd was paid $8 a month from 1923-1926 and after 1926 W.
H. Harrison was paid the same wage.

In 1907, the Township Board voted to elect Mrs. J. F. (Alice) Sackett as librarian. She
was the librarian until 1937 when her daughter, Theata Babcock, took her place. She
was employed as librarian longer than anyone else before or since. During the years
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Village of Bellevue

Mrs. Sackett’s wages ranged from six dollars a month to $17-21 a month before the
depression when her wages were cut back to $6 a month.

After the Township Board purchased the existing Municipal Hall from the Farmer’s
State Bank in 1934, the old engine house was torn down and the offices of the Village
and Township clerks were moved to the first floor of the old band and the library moved
to the second floor.

The New Library Building

After the death of Mrs. Edna Carroll, her husband Oliver Carroll purchased the
existing building, which now holds the library, from Mr. John Hutchings and donated it
in Mrs. Carroll’s memory. Renovations concerning the building's front and interior were
made and the library was officially moved from the Municipal Hall in 1971. It opened on
August 28, 1971. The library now functions in conjunction with the Township and the
Bellevue Historical Society Museum located next door.

(Pamphilets researched by Ann Pillars)
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Caption:

This building originally opened to the public on Jan. 8, 1909 as the new Citizen’s Bank
its stone construction, unique to the time, was the first of its kind in the area. The
building was purchased for use as the Village Hall in 1934. The building is listed on the
National Registry as an historic site.




Village of Mulliken

By Mary Jean Baker

The beginnings of Mulliken are sketchy, but it is known that it developed because of the
railroad.

Chester Miller’s Diary states: “Mulliken was known as North Hoytville. John Mulliken,
the general manager of the Detroit, Lansing and Northern Railway Co., convinced a
handful of residents to rename the town after him. In return, he would purchase a bell
for the church. To the church members, it seemed appropriate to rename North

Hoytville to Mulliken. It enraged the people of Hoytville and those not attending
church.”

Several businesses and factories were platted out between North Hoytville and
Hoytville. Lots were being sold after renaming the village. Disagreements brought
about hard feelings and bitterness. People wouldn’t work together, so businesses went
elsewhere. Dreams in the minds of the originators never materialized.

Most of the land occupied by Mulliken was originally owned by T. E. Potter, Syvanus
Peabody and Aaron French. Mr. Peabody donated sites for the church and
parsonage and dedicated the church, which was originally a United Brethren Church. It
later became a Congregational Church and finally a Methodist Church.

The first store in Mulliken was a grocery store, moved from Hoytville by Byron

Whepley. A flourishing logging business was started by Harris Jones. Brick and soft
tile were manufactured in Mulliken. A feed mill was built and is now the elevator.

At one time, Mulliken had two weekly newspapers. The Mulliken News was established
in July, 1897, with S. J. Jacobs as editor and W. J. Fish as publisher. The Express was
edited by Filo Rogers.

During school vacation in 1909, a tornado took a side out of the Mulliken School. The
hotel burned around 1910.

Mulliken at one time was a self-sufficient village providing for its citizens a place to live
and earn a living. Most of today’s residents work and participate in activities elsewhere.



Index to Eaton County Early Marriage Records

Volume 1

Submitted by Sherry Copenhaver

The complete index of volume one and two of the Eaton County early marriages have
been scanned by Sherry and put out on the web. |t can be viewed at: www.mieas.ora.
You may also contact our research room to have a name looked up for you. A certified
copy of the marriage may be obtained by writing the Eaton County Clerk's Office,
Independence Drive, Charlotte, Ml 48813. Below are the first 100 names in volume 1.

Lastname
Barnes
Bunker
Butler
Crary

Jarvis
Spicer
Tarvis
Winn

Bush
Johnston
Moe
Snyder
Willey
Boyer
Dennis
Sowle
Wheaton
Hall

Lee
Brooks
Foote
Wrath

Carpenter
Cummings
Davey
Mellon
Miller
Sweet
Berry
Hopkins

Firstname
Lewis L.
Rulla
Susanna
John B.

Susan
Pierpont E.
Susan
Mary

Willis
Martha Ann
Sarah L.
Benjamin B.
Truman W.
Sarah
Cornelius
Hiram

Lucy
George W.
Mary E.
Willard
__(?) Amn
Priscella

William
Mary
Catharine
Andrew I
Andrew
David
Hiram
Cornelia T.

Page Infol
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 1
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 1

Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 1
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 1

(Jarvis (?),
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 1 Susan)

Vol.

1(1838-1869) Page 1
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 1
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 1
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 1 & Vol. 6
(1887-1903) Page 208

Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 10
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 10
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 10
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 10
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 100
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 100
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 100
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 100
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 101
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 101
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 102
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 102
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 102
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 102, 164
& Vol. 4 (1867-1881) Page 12
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 103
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 103
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 103
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 103
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 103
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 104
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 104
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Jamy
Porter
Hart
Herrisy
McIntyre
Slade
Snyder
Walker
Austin
Chapin
Davey
Hansiker
Osborn
Shaw
Bailey
Grisworld
Johnson
Clark
Hazleton
Mascho
Reeves
Chadwick
Field
Warberton
Warden
Cushen
Johnson
Long
Lovell
Morgan
Sarles
Casler
Chatfield
Green
Picken
Sisten
Whitcomb
Codding
Curtiss
Olmstead
Stevens
Morgridge
Nichols

Eliza
Stewart
Poly Ann
Alexander
Hiram
Russel
Mary
Martha
Orin B.
Artimas
Elizabeth Ann
Mary
Sabrena
William T.
Aurelia S.
Eliza Ann
Howel
Pheba
Nancy

S.

Wesley R,
Daniel
Horace B.
Olive
Catharine
Rowley T.
Smith
Frederick A.
Almina
Polly M.
Susan
Mary
Chester C.
Charles W.
Daniel D.
Electa

Caroline
Susan
Norman
Harris 6.
Horatio N.
Othaniel C.

Index to Eaton County Early

ot e et ————

Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 104
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 104
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 105
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 105
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 105
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 105
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 105
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 105
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 106
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 106
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 106
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 106
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 106
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 106
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 107
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 107
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 107
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 108
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 108
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 108
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 108
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 109
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 109
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 109
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 109
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 11
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 11
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 11
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 11
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 11
Vol 1(1838-1869) Pege 11
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 110
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 110
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 110
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 110
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 110
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 110
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 111
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 111
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 111
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 111
Vol. 1 (1838-1869) Page 112
Vol. 1(1838-1869) Page 112
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Rowland
Searles
Warren
Winslow
Buck
Carter
Eldred
Gillett
Marshall
Gray
Rawlson
Streeter
Vanderburgh
Wrath
Slayton
Barnum
Bersley
Booth

Edge
Peters
Strander
Biglow
Brown
Hale
Hocomb
Reed

Index to Eaton County Early Marriage Records

Sarah A,
Tamenn (?) M.
Luretta
Damon A.
Lamona
Charlotte
Mary Ann
Mathew
Seth T.
M.
Harvey B.
Reubin
Amelia M.
Sally Ann
Daniel
Lewis
Reubin C.
Julia Ann

Harriet
Luther
Elizabeth A.
William
Jonathan I.
Jane
Leonard
Marah (?)

Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol
Vol

o)

Vol.
Vol.

Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.
Vol.

=" =

. 1(1838-1869) Page 112
.1(1838-1869) Page 112
. 1(1838-1869) Page 112
. 1(1838-1869) Page 112
.1(1838-1869) Page 113
. 1(1838-1869) Page 113
. 1(1838-1869) Page 113
.1(1838-1869) Page 113
.1(1838-1869) Page 113
.1(1838-1869) Page 114
.1(1838-1869) Page 114
. 1(1838-1869) Page 114
.1(1838-1869) Page 114
.1(1838-1869) Page 114
.1(1838-1869) Page 114, 263
. 1(1838-1869) Page 115
1(1838-1869) Page 115
1(1838-1869) Page 115

1(1838-1869) Page 115
1(1838-1869) Page 115
1(1838-1869) Page 115
1(1838-1869) Page 116
1(1838-1869) Page 116
1 (1838-1869) Page 116
1(1838-1869) Page 116
1 (1838-1869) Page 116

(M---- (7))

(Edge (?),
Harriet)

®)
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WHEATON SCHOOL

WHEATON SCHOOL 1919-1920 — Teacher Ermentrude Martin
By Mary Jean Baker

Back Row L-R: Arthur Drake, Myrle Wheaton, Bernard Shrader, Keith Turner,
Dorothy Drake, Lucille Shaver, Harry Bottomley

Front Row L-R: Wayne Wheaton, Alfred Bottomley, Maxine Shrader, Robert
McAllister, Clyde Gordineer, Edna Turner, Forrest Nachtrieb.

All the students are identified in this photo taken of the Wheaton School for the 1919-
1920 school years. I've decided to find out more information on the students. The report
will be on students as shown from left to right -

Arthur Drake — He was born Arthur Evander Drake on 20 July 1898 in Delta
Township. His father was Fred Wooedard Drake and his mother was Melvina
Slaughter. Fred was a builder. At the time Arthur Drake applied for his delayed birth
record in 1939, he was living in Settle, King County, Washington.

Myrle Wheaton - He was born March 30, 1908 and died October 13, 1986. On his
funeral card it shows the following as casket bearers: Donald Hale, Norman Wilmore,
Gerald DePue, Verle Stall, Dewayne Wright and Dorwin Schultz.

(Funeral Card)

Eaton County Marriage Records:

Volume 8, page 114 — March 23, 1932

Myrle Wheaton, age 23, white, of Charlotte, Michigan. Born: Michigan. Farmer.
Parents: Willis Wheaton & Ada Ames
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Married: Beatrice Baker, age 21, white of Vermontville, Michigan. Born: Michigan
Parents: Allie Baker & Fern Snoke

Married at Vermontville by Karl H. Keefer, Minister

Witnesses: Mary Ellen Gordon of Charlotte & Rolland Baker of Vermontville

On August 15, 1951 a tornado touched down on Myrle Wheaton’s farm. It did
considerable damage, however no serious injuries to the family. The children were caught
running from the barn to the house. Mrs. Wheaton’s oldest son Phil Wheaton, grabbed
onto a big tree in the year and when the tree was blown down he hung on and escaped
with no injury. The other two children, Stanley & Janet Wheaton, were hit with flying
debris from the back of the house and woodshed, and barely escaped serious injury. They
had only cuts and bruises. A big window was blown out of the front of the house,
furnishings were damaged some, but the main part of the house escaped serious damage.
(Tales Along Clinton Trail 1989, page 30)

Bernard Shrader — no information was found

Keith S. Turner_- (1920 census show Keith’s estimated birth year, 1909, putting him at
11 yrs old in 1920. Residence Eaton County)

Dorothy Drake

According to the 1924 Charlotte High School yearbook (Delphian), the class biography
has the following on Dorothy Drake:

Nickname “Dot”, Hobby, Loving; Most attractive characteristic, eyes; Detests most, early
hours; most cherished possession, glasses; nearest associate, Symatha (N. Bust), Glee
Club, Athletic Association, chorus, and junior play.

Obituary:

Dorothy E. Drake Drooping, died June 29, 1988, age 80. She was born July 5, 1907
near Charlotte, the only daughter of Clarence & Helen (Bradley) Drake. She attended
country school, high school and county Normal (1 year) in Charlotte. She had been
employed at Charlotte Chair Company and the State of Michigan Labor Department
Workmen Compensation Division for over 8 years. She was a member of the Grace
Brethren Church and the Rosicrucian Order A.M.O.R.C. since 1949.

Surviving her are one son, Dale (Ilene) Kellogg; two grandsons, William B. (Sheila)
Kellogg, Michael L. (Linda) Kellogg; two granddaughters, Kathleen M (Frank)
Karek, Sandra K (Joel) Chamblin, five great grandchildren; three brothers, Howard
(Josephine) Drake, Arthur Drake, Merlin (Gertrude) Drake; stepson, Myron (Lois)
Schlett; step-daughter, Maxine Schlott; nine step-grandchildren; 16 step-grandchildren;
16 step great grandchildren; many cousins, nephews, nieces and friends here and in
Phoenix, AZ. Memorial services will be held Saturday at the Grace Brethren Church,
3904 W. Willow with the Rev. Vance E. Christie, pastor officiating.

Lucille Shaver — Born Oct. 23, 1907 at Charlotte.

Eaton County Marriage Record:
Volume 8, page 35 — October 28, 1925
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Thomas Edwin Eugene Parker, age 23, white of Olivet, Michigan. Born: Oklahoma.
Factory hand.

Parents: Ervin E. Parker & Mary Garvin

Married: Irma Lucille Shaver, age 18, white of Charlotte, Michigan. Born: Michigan
Parents: Bert Shaver & Ada Blodgett

Married at Battle Creek by Alvin L. Brauch, Minister

Witnesses: Earl Stone of Nova, Ohio and Jessie Parker of Olivet, Michigan.

Thomas was a Carpenter for Leo Gier Construction. Thomas was born 7-10-1903
according to the 1933 census. Thomas & Lucille lived at 917 N. Cochran, Charlotte.

Harry Bottomley - Born 30 June 1908, died 9 July 2002, age 94. Died of renal Failure.
(Maple Hill Cemetery Book)

Obituary Book 48, page 39 (condensed some)

Harry R. Bottomley, age 94, of Portage, formerly of Charlotte, died Tuesday July 9,
2002 at Borgess Medical Center in Kalamazoo. Mr. Bottomley was born June 30, 1908
in Gridley, Calif., the son of Fred & Myrta (Nordstrom) Bottomley, and was raised in
Charlotte. Before his retirement, at the age of 82, he managed the Neisner Department
Stores for 17 years; was a sales representative for Duro Decal; managed the 5 & 10
Woodworth Stores in Plymouth; purchased tank parts during World War II; invented and
patented the extended auto brake pedal and was owner/operator of Bottomley School
Equipment Company. Mr. Bottomley was a Boy Scout and a member of the Masonic
Lodge, and Detroit Westside Lions Club. He maintained the family home of 60 years in
Dcarborn before moving to Portage in October 2002. He was united in marriage to his
wife of 73 years. the former Mildred English, who survives.

Also surviving are two sons and one daughter, Robert (Edna) Bottomley of Macedonia,
Ohio, Roger (Robin) Bottomley of Aurora, Co. and Donella (Dennis) Laskowsky of
Portage; two brothers, Wayne Bottomley & Gale (Beverly) Bottomley, both of
Barryton.

Wavne Wheaton

Eaton County Marriage Records:

Volume 9, page 3 — February 6, 1938

Wayne A. Wheaton, age 24, white of Charlotte #6. Born: Michigan. Farmer.

Parents: Guy Wheaton & Vera Ames

Married: Eloise Bosworth, age 19, white of Mulliken. Born: Michigan.

Parents: Clifford Bosworth & Elsie Childs

Married at Sunfield Township, Eaton County by Geo. E. Moore, Pastor M.E. Church,
Charlotte.

Witnesses: Cecil J. Wheaton, Charlotte and Edith McClelland of Nashville, Michigan

Wayne’s wife’s obituary: (condensed)
Eloise Wheaton, age 80. of Vermontville died Jan. 8, 1999 at her Sunfield Township
home. She was the daughter of E. Clifford and Elsie (Childs) Bosworth. She is




survived by her husband of 60 years, Wayne; daughter Valarie (Jay) Burrow, sons,
Winston & Wendell (Ann) Wheaton. Burial Sunfield Cemetery. (Bosworth stone)

Wayne A. Wheaton died May 6, 2006 in Lansing. At the time he lived in Sunfield. Both
Wayne & Eloise are buried in the Sunfield Cemetery.

Alfred Bottomley —

Maxine Shrader —

Robert McAllister —Nothing found

Clvde Gordineer (1920 census shows him living in Eaton County, age 10, estimated
birth year, 1910)

Eaton County Marriage Records:

Volume 8, page 133 — November 11, 1933

Clyde Gordeneer, age 24, white of Charlotte. Born: Michigan. Works Farmers Elevator.
Parents: Zack Gordeneer & Ella Carter

Married: Ellen Owens, age 16, white of Eaton Rapids. Born: Michigan. At Home.
Parents: Martin Owens & Della Lindsley

Married at Eaton Rapids by H. D. Clements, Minister

Witnesses: John E. Thompson of Charlotte and Elsie E. Owen of Eaton Rapids.

Edna Turner

Eaton County Marriage Records:

Volume 8, page 53 — December 11, 1926

Dean Reniger, age 24, white of Marshall, Michigan. Born: Michigan. Machinist.
Parents: Jerome Reniger & Sarah Courtright.

Married: Edna Turner, age 18, white of Potterville, Michigan. Born: Michigan
Parents: Hugh Turner & Etta Brooks

Married at Charlotte by W. W. Diehl, Pastor

Witnesses: Harold Reniger of Bellevue, Michigan & Miss Mildred Pitt of Asayria.

Forrest Nachtrieb

(1933 Eaton County Census)

Forrest lived in Chester Township (Charlotte 6) according to the 1933 Census. He was a
farmer. Also listed in that census are Clyde Nachtrieb, born in Barry Co., son of Fred &
Matilda Nachtrieb. He is a farmer. Emma Nachtrieb is the wife of Clyde, living in
Chester. She was born in Ohio and is a housewife.

(Book H-70, page 519) Shows Forrest, Clyde & Emma Nachtrieb as witness for
release of right of way Michigan State Highway Department.

Ermentrude Martin Smith (Teacher)
Born June 18, 1901 in Eaton Co., Died October 10, 1936. Buried at Needmore Cemetery.
She also taught at the Martin School, District No. 7. Maybe more, but not available.
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FOREIGN DEATHS ]

Okay, you ask, “What are Foreign Deaths?”

They are deaths that occurred outside of the county in which the person was living. For
cxample, someone from Eaton County dies in a Lansing (Ingham Co.) Hospital and is
buried back in Eaton County. The death record will be made in Ingham County, but a
copy sent to Eaton County and put in the foreign deaths drawer at the Eaton County
Courthouse. 1 believe they have them back to the 1950s. Our genealogy library has
copies of foreign deaths from 1991 forward.

DELAYED BIRTHS |

Years ago babies were born at home and so they never had birth certificates made. When
Social Security came into use, during the 1930s, workers needed birth certificates. They
were able to apply for a “Delayed Birth Record” in order to prove their birth so they
could claim Social Security benefits.

EARLY MARRIAGE RETURNS ]

These records are on film in the genealogy library and are hand-written early marriages
recorded before they were kept by the county. The film is not indexed so it takes a lot of
searching to find what you are looking for, unless you have a date to work with.
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OWENS-ILLINOIS GLASS FACTORY
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By
Mary Jean Baker

With news of the Owens-Illinois factory closing this spring, I looked up the history of this glass
factory in Charlotte.

When Wilcox-Gay, makers of recorders’, left Charlotte in the early 1960s, the business leaders
of Charlotte were trying to fill the void, which left several hundred people unemployed. It
seemed like a dream come true when Owens-Illinois, a manufacturer of glass containers, built a
plant on a 71-acre site on Packard Highway. The new plant was a modem, highly automated
operation, making bottles and jars from raw materials, which were automatically measured,
mixed, melted, and molded.

In 1963 employees ranged from 300 to 1,000 with an annual payroll of $2 million. The
employment was at 900 by 1978.

Three mammoth glass furnaces were pouring out glass in a round-the-clock operation. The huge
warehouse was filled with bottles, with a high proportion of them being for the Stroh Brewery.

A drastic change came about in the glass container industry when Michigan enacted the Bottle
Ban law in 1978. Beverage bottle production was greatly reduced. A major portion later was
with the Gerber Baby Food Company, along with Prego Spaghetti and Vlasic Pickles as
customers.
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