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Members
Would you like to share your
family history? Would you like to
place a query in our newsletter?
Perhaps someone who reads our
newsletter may know something
about your ancestors!
Submit your information to P.O
Box mailing address above, or
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com.

2017 Calendar
Monthly Meetings:
Wed Mar 15 General Meeting
Wed Apr 19 General Meeting
Wed May 17 General Meeting
Wed Jun 21 General Meeting
Wed Jul 19 General Meeting
Wed Aug 16 General Meeting

Wed Sep 20 General Meeting
Wed Oct 18 General Meeting

www.miegs.org

2017 December Calendar
No Meetings Until 2018 March
Please watch Facebook!
Writing Group: Sat Dec (no meeting)
Please watch Facebook!

Room Closed Dec 25, 2017-Jan 1, 2018
Every Tuesday Afternoon:

Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-4)

Officers Jan 1, 2017 through Dec 31, 2017

President
Chuck Chamberlain
Past-President
Bill Haines
Vice President
Kent MacDonald
Treasurer
Sher Brown
Recording Secretary
Judy Chamberlain
Membership Secretary Dianna Emerson
Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino
Librarian
Sharlene Thuma
Web Maintenance
Sherry Copenhaver
Publicity
Joy Black
Computer Chair
John Evans
Council Delegate
Dianna Emerson
Council Delegate
Becky Kendall
Council Delegate (Alt)
Jim Collins,Jo Glasgow
FGS Delegate
Gary Copenhaver
Trustees: Liz Jones, Shirley Hodges, Becky
Kendall

Wed Nov 8 General Meeting

CONTACT US

See our online Calendar of Events!
Regular Projects:

Phone: 517-543-8792

Each Tuesday noon—5pm:
Probate Packet Scanning

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com
Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am2pm

Page 1

December 2017

e-aton genews

www.miegs.org

November 21, 2017
December Newsletter
Hi everyone, I want to thank all of the members
and the board of Eaton County Genealogical Society for their cooperation, help and participation
this year. The Bake Sale at Frontier Days was a
challenge but the outcome was outstanding.
We have had many good presentations during the
year and lots of good tips on how to do genealogy
research.
There have been some challenges but overall the
society has become stronger as a result of these difficulties.
I believe that the new officers will be able to lead the society effectively and I
ask for your patience and cooperation as they get started planning for 2018.
May you all have a joyous Christmas season.
Chuck Chamberlain
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The Mary Lucy Kellogg Award
By Shirley Hodges
The Mary Lucy Kellogg award was presented to Ralph Hillman of the Midland Genealogical Society. Ralph was the 22nd recipient of this award. He Ralph has a degree in
chemical engineering and worked for Dow Chemical Co. for many years. Ralph is quite an
accomplished genealogist, becoming a Certified Genealogist in 1986, authoring articles in
major journals and publishing two books. His ancestors came to America in 1637.
The Lucy Mary Kellogg award was established in 1992 by the Michigan Genealogical
Council to honor Lucy Mary Kellogg as the founding member and, an eminent Michigan
genealogist. Her accomplishments on the state and national levels were recognized in
1991 as the first woman and the first from the Midwest area to be named to the National Genealogy Hall of Fame.
To be nominated for this award a candidate must be a member in good standing of a
member society of the Michigan Genealogical Council, resided in the state of Michigan
for a minimum of five years, and must have met four or more of the following criteria:
Furthered the aims and the accomplishments of Michigan Genealogical Council.
Served in a position of leadership in a Michigan genealogical or historical organization.
Been involved in a major research project.
Authored or contributed to a notable publication.
Made a significant contribution to the genealogical or historical benefit of his/
her community.
Made a significant contribution to the Michigan community.
Furthered the knowledge of genealogy through educational practices.
The Award consists of a certificate for the recipient and $50.00 each in his/her name
to the Archives of Michigan, Library of Michigan, and a library or genealogical society
of his/her choice.
The award has been given 22 times since it was established. To see a listing of the past
recipients go to: https://mimgc.org/cpage.php?pt=25

Three past LMK
Awardees were at the
delegate meeting also:
Jim Jackson, Ralph,
Shirley Gage Hodges and
Mary Lou Duncan. All
super family historians
and supporters of MGC!
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As of 10/31/17 Statements
2,917.06 Checking - $1,300 for rent and phone paid Jan 2018 - additional $1,100 in
outstanding checks pd out by 12/31/17
2,950.85 Snack Fund - Savings -- $1,500 for computer purchase(s) in January 2018
3,382.90 Undesignated Donations - Savings - $1,000 for newspaper project in January 2018
4,499.33 CD
1,828.00 Pay Pal - designated for technology expenses
15,578,14 Total
Memo: $750 paid out to American Tour Bus 10/31/17 statement
$100 speaker fee paid

Membership Secretary
Message from the Membership Secretary, Dianna Emerson
Another great year has passed and it is now time to renew your
membership for 2018. Regular dues are $25 per household. Volunteers
pay a discounted membership of $20 per year. Please note the current
password for access to the Members Section at www.miegs.org will change on Wednesday,
March 1, 2018.
Members are the key to making the Eaton County Genealogical Society a SUCCESS! If you
are able to volunteer in any way, please contact the Office at 517.543.8792 or by email
at ecgsoc@gmail.com.
See the new membership form on the next page.

Probate Packets

The website is updated about once a month with the list of probate packets that have been
scanned (www.miegs.org/Files/ProbatePacketScanned.pdf). There are now about 16,347
names that are scanned and we are scanning the

“Spragues”

probate packets!

I would like to thank the people who come in to work the probate
packets! We have so much fun, while getting this project done at
the same time!
If you believe there is a scanned probate packet you want to look at and you are a member,
email us at ecgsprobates@gmail.com and request the file or files. If you are a non-member, see
our Send A Request Page at http://www.miegs.org/SendRequest.shtml.

Join us on Tuesday afternoons when you can!
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Hello to all and a happy and safe holiday
season,
My name is Chris Brown and I am your
incoming president for next year. I want to
take this opportunity to introduce myself to
all of you.
I have been married for 37+ years to my wife
Kathy. We have raised four children and are
enjoying our empty nest. I am a retiree from
General Motors. I have served as appointed
or elected official in many organizations I
have been a part of. I hope to apply what I
have learned to help our society.
I have been volunteering at the Eaton County Genealogical Society for a
couple of years since my retirement, mostly helping with the Probate
scanning project. I started my family history research way back in 1974.
(before the web and computers) and have many cousins in Eaton County.
I am looking forward to the opportunity of meeting and working with all
of you. The society is in good shape and we have the past officers to
thank for all their hard work in service to our society. My personal
thanks goes to those who have taken me under their wing as we go
through this transition.
Sincerely,
Chris Brown
p.s. As you will hear, if you did not know already, this will be the last issue
of the newsletter. The editor, Sherry Copenhaver is taking on some new
responsibilities as recording secretary, we have asked for someone to
take over the newsletter. but so far no luck, if you wish to help with this
important position please contact anyone on the board.
You may contact me with any questions or comments via email at:
chrisvbrown@wowway.com
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My Final Issue of Newsletter
This is my final issue of the Eaton
County Genealogical Society “e-aton
genews” newsletter. While I very
much enjoyed putting this together
over the last three years, I am ready
to turn it over.
Unfortunately, I have been unsuccessful in finding
anyone to take it over. If anyone is interested, please
contact me (see my em I can provide a great deal of
material !

I would like to sincerely thank the people who provided
articles for the newsletters!

From an email received from Mid Michigan Genealogical Society regarding parking at the
Michigan Historical Center and Archives in downtown Lansing: Beginning November 21,
2017, people will have to use a credit card to pay for parking in the parking lots on the
north and south side of the building. New gates have been installed that will only take
credit cards. Cash will no longer be accepted. Contact Building & Parking Services, DTMB
-Building-Parking-Services@michigan.gov or 517-284-7943 if you have any questions.
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2017 Bus Trip to Allen County Library!
Shirley again
led a
wonderful
trip to the
Fort Wayne
library.
John took care of
the Charlotte
people meeting at
the ECGS
Courthouse and
he noticed that
maybe we should
meet there more
often! HaHa– It
was still
decorated for
Halloween.
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2017 Bus Trip to Allen County Library!
continued

Our annual bus trip to the Allen County Public Library (ACPL) was held 4
November 2017. If you have never been on one of our bus trips, you
don’t know what you are missing. Those who have been on one of our
tours already are usually the first to register. Always great to see so
many returnees and to also have some join us who have not been there
before.
The ACPL Genealogy Center is a unique and valuable resource for the
Northeastern Indiana community and the entire genealogical community
at large. They have one of the largest research collections available including records from around the world. The library specializes in Canadian, British Isles, African-American and American Indian research. Its
collection comprises 588,645 microfilms and microfiches, 55,804 volumes of family history books, 206,366 volumes of local history books,
28,575 microfilm reels of historical newspapers, thousands of maps and
gazetteers, and more.
Their staff specializes in genealogy and is always available to
help. Researchers can take advantage of access to librarians with years
of training in research methods and various subjects.
We had a delightful dinner at the Cracker Barrel before returning home.
It is always great to hear some of the success stories of the day.
Our next trip is scheduled for

3 November 2018.
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EATON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY—GENERAL MEETING
November 8, 2017
The president, Charles Chamberlain, called the meeting to order at 7:00. There were 24
people in attendance.
Newspaper Project Update (Marcy Cousino):
•

Films for the Dimondale newspapers have been sent to New York for digitizing.

An invoice for 20 rolls of film has been received from the State of Michigan. This
includes 4 copies of the Sunfield Sentinel, 1 mixture of the Grand Ledge Independent
and the Delta-Waverly Independent and 15 copies of the Eaton Rapids Journal.
Society Business (Charles Chamberlain):
Marcy Cousino presented the slate of officers for 2018. The new candidates are:
President:

Chris Brown

Vice President:

Jim Kendall

Recording Secretary
Trustee

Sherry Copenhaver
Liz Jones (to serve another 3 years)

The candidates who are currently serving are:

Treasurer

Sheryl Brown

Membership Secretary

Dianna Emerson

Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino
The president, Charles Chamberlain, asked if there were any nominations. Hearing
none, a motion was made by Shirley Hodges that the nominations be closed;
seconded by Liz Jones. Motion passed. A motion was made by Gary Copenhaver to
accept by acclimation the slate of officers as presented; seconded by Judy
Chamberlain. Motion passed. Welcome to the new officers.
The amendment for the revisions to the By-Laws was presented to the membership.
There was a discussion regarding the wording for the new item #5 of Article VI,
Executive Board.
A motion was made by Jim Kendall to add the words “by a majority of the
Executive Board” after the word “deemed” and the words “by the Board”
after “an attempt shall be made”. The motion was seconded by Bill
Atkinson. Motion passed.
A motion was made by Chris Brown that the revisions to the By-Laws, as amended,
be accepted; seconded by Jim Kendall. Motion passed by voice vote with one
abstention. (Note: The new by-laws are posted on the Members section on the
ECGS website.)
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EATON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY—GENERAL MEETING
(continued)

The proposed 2018 budget was presented for review. A question was raised regarding
there being a zero amount in the budget for copier toner and for the web page. The
toner is included in the copier agreement and the amount for the web page is paid every
other year and has been paid for 2018. A motion was made by Bill Atkinson to accept the
Budget for 2018; seconded by Liz Jones. Motion passed.
Announcements:
• The Clarence Hodges Fund was established on Facebook for donations in memory of
Clarence who recently passed away. The funds will be used for honorariums for speakers.
Although the one on Facebook has been closed, anyone who wishes to contribute towards
this fund may do so by sending a check to the Eaton County Genealogical Society noting
that it is for the Clarence Hodges Fund.
• The Mid Michigan Genealogical Society is exploring the possibility of having a DNA
special interest group. They would like to meet with several genealogical societies to
discuss this.
The next Executive Board meeting will be held on Monday, December 11, 2017 at 6:30
p.m. Anyone is welcome to attend this meeting.
Thank you to Liz Jones who provided the delicious pumpkin cookies and apple cider.
Our speaker Jeff Mason presented a very informative program on “Coming to America—
Emigration, Immigration and Naturalization”. He explained the difference between
these various ways in which people have come to America. A handout was available that
listed various websites where records can be found. Thank you Jeff for a very
interesting presentation. A copy of the handout is available in the office should you like
one.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:30 p.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Judy Chamberlain, Recording Secretary
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November Meeting
“Immigration,

Emigration & Natralization”

Jeff Mason gave a great presentation explaining the
difference between Immigration and Emigration, and
demonstrated some of the various sites where we can
search for our ancestors voyages to our country!
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Our 2018 Officers
President—Chris Brown

Vice-President
Jim Kendall

Treasurer—
Sher Brown

Recording Secretary
Sherry Copenhaver

Membership Secretary
Dianna Emerson

Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino

Librarian Sharlene Thuma

Web Maintenance—
Sherry Copenhaver

Publicity -

Computer Chair—
John Evans

Council Delegate—
Dianna Emerson &
Becky Kendall

Historian—
Marijo Wakley

Trustee—
Shirley Hodges

Trustee—
Becky Kendall

Trustee—
Liz Jones
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Civil War hits Eaton County Family Hard
By Gary Copenhaver
The Francis and Lucinda (Huff) Ploof family of
Eaton County Michigan sent its father and four
sons into the conflict.
Lucinda certainly gave to her country! Photo of
Lucinda per Ancestry.

Lucinda Huff Ploof (Per Find A Grave)
• Birth 11 Jul 1806 Pennsylvania, USA
• Death 22 Jul 1894
Burial Maple Hill Cemetery Charlotte, Eaton County, Michigan, USA
• Plot B-68 No Marker
Memorial ID 83656594
Lucinda Huff Ploof wife of Francis Ploof. Lucinda was born in Coldchester Pa., July 11,
1806.
She lived in Chester until 1870, then moved to Charlotte where she buried her only
daughter Susan Knapp, husband Francis and youngest son.
Her father and grandfather were patriots and soldiers and her husband a veteran of
the war of 1812 and the civil war.
In 1860 her second son died of consumption. His only regret was that he could not
have fought for the union. Four of the five left went as volunteers to the Civil war.
One came home to die, two fill southern graves, only John, the eldest, returned to go
in a short time to Nebraska. Throughout the war she was an untiring correspondent
and many a boy in blue treasured mother Ploof's words written in those trying times.
After the return of her husband Francis from the Civil War ,he was unable to earn
much of a living due to wounds from the fighting. Old age was spent in extreme
poverty and Lucinda's clothing became ragged. When she came into possession of
some cloth she soon sewed herself a fine new dress, which she proudly wore to a
Sunday affair. On the way home, she and Francis happened on a house fire. The
owner's wife was standing outside, wearing only a petticoat, all of her clothing was
burning in the house. Without a thought, Lucinda removed her new dress, the only
beautiful possession she had and gave it to the woman. She was well remembered in
the family tradition for her sweet disposition and kindness.
Lucinda died July 22, 1894.
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Civil War hits Eaton County Family Hard
Continued
Francis Ploof and sons John, Dewitt, Francis A., and Charles all served, each in a different
unit.
Only two of the five survived the war.
The father Francis (1793-1883) served with the 12th Michigan
Infantry and returned blind for the rest of his life. He served in the
War of 1812 as well. He is buried in Maple Hill,
Charlotte.
John W. (1833-1913) served with Co. G of the 12th MI Infantry
and was the only son to survive the war and shortly after returning
home to Eaton County, he removed out West to rear a family and
live out his life in Nebraska. He is buried in Hillcrest Cemetery in
Decatur, Burt County, Nebraska.
Charles (1838-1862), being severely ill, was furloughed home to die from Company M, 2nd
Michigan Cavalry in October 1861 from Missouri. He died of consumption at home in
Vermontville in 1862.
Son Francis Allen aka Allen Francis (1841-1862) of the 6th Michigan succumbed to
disease in the swamps near Baton Rouge, Louisiana.
Dewitt Clinton (1846-1864), while serving with the 7th Michigan Cavalry, was badly
wounded and captured and died as a Confederate prisoner in Virginia. His body was never
recovered.
The 1860 census shows John W. living in Chester Township and the rest of the
family living in Vermontville, Eaton County, Michigan.
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A Genealogist’s Christmas Eve
‘Twas the night before Christmas when all through the house
Not a creature was stirring, not even my spouse.
The dining room table with clutter was spread
with pedigree charts and with letters which said...
“Too bad about the data for which you wrote;
It sank in a storm on an ill-fated boat”
Stacks of old copies of wills and the such
were proof that my work had become much too much.
Our children were nestled all snug in their beds,
While visions of sugarplums danced in their heads.
And I at my table was ready to drop
From work on my album with photos to crop.
Christmas was here, and of such was my lot
That presents and goodies and toys I’d forgot.
Had I not been so busy with grandparents’ wills,
I’d not have forgotten to shop for such thrills.
While others had bought gifts that would bring Christmas cheer,
I’d spent time researching those birthdates and years.
While I was thus musing about my sad plight,
A strange noise on the lawn gave me such a great fright.
Away to the window I flew in a flash,
Tore open the drapes and I yanked up the sash.
When what to my wondering eyes should appear
But an overstuffed sleigh and eight small reindeer.
Up to the housetop the reindeer they flew.
With a sleigh full of toys, and ‘ole Santa Claus, too.
And then in a twinkle, I heard on the roof
The prancing and pawing of thirty-two hoofs.
The TV antenna was no match for their horns,
And look at our roof with hoof-prints adorned.
As I drew in my head, and bumped it on the sash.
Down the cold chimney fell Santa — KER-RASH!
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A Genealogist’s Christmas Eve (continued)
“Dear” Santa had come from the roof in a wreck.
And tracked soot on the carpet, (I could wring his short neck!)
Spotting my face good old Santa could see
I had no Christmas spirit you’d have to agree.
He spoke not a word, but went straight to his work
And filled all the stockings. (I felt like a jerk).
Here was Santa, who’d brought us such gladness and joy;
When I’d been too busy for even one toy.
He spied my research on the table all spread
“A genealogist’ He cried! (My face was all red!)
“Tonight I’ve met many like you, Santa grinned.
As he pulled from his sack a large book he had penned.
I gazed with amazement — the cover it read
‘Genealogy Lines for Which You Have Plead’.
“I know what it’s like as a genealogy bug,”
He said as he gave me a great Santa hug.
While the elves make the sleighful of toys I now carry.
I do some research in the North Pole Library!
A special treat I am thus able to bring.
To genealogy folks who can’t find a thing.
Now off you go to your bed for a rest,
I’ll clean up the house from this genealogy mess.”
As I climbed up the stairs full of gladness and glee,
I looked back at Santa who’d brought much to me.
While settling in bed, I heard Santa’s clear whistle.
To his team, which then rose like the down of a thistle.
And I heard him exclaim as he flew out of sight,
“Family History is Fun! Merry Christmas! Goodnight!”

Copied from Notes from Niagara newsletter of the Ontario Genealogical Society, Niagara Peninsula
Branch
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This newsletter is created from information members have
submitted. Anyone is welcome (and encouraged!) to

submit

Eaton County family history information or articles. Please email these to

ecgsnews@gmail.com and designate the information you would like included, such as your
location and/or email address. Your submission must be signed. Pictures are welcomed!

While the newsletter is available for all to read from our ECGS
website, only members may post queries and member happenings.
All digital newsletter issues will be available on our website with a target date of posting
them on the 1st of each month. See the www.miegs.org/Newsletters.shtml.
Note: Some clipart used in our newsletter was provided by MyCuteGraphics.

Ways You Can Help to Volunteer at (or for) ECGS
Please note: We appreciate any help we receive! We will never pressure you to help
us! We only ask if you have volunteered for room duty and you cannot make it, call
(phone numbers provided) us and let us know to get coverage.
Room Volunteers: Room volunteers are here to help people who come in to research.
While some of our room volunteers actually help do the research, this is not a requirement. The main tasks are to answer the phone and guide the researchers to
our various areas they can research.
Probate Packet Scanning: This is an on-going project that meets regularly at the
ECGS room to scan probate packets on Tuesday afternoons. However, anyone can
scan when the room is open.
Indexing and/or proofreading at home: Using scanned images, we can show you how
to index and/or proofread at your own leisure at home.
Mini Take-Home projects: This is a brand new type of project we are trying. People
have taken home several projects and we will see how that goes.
Special Projects: Possibly set up an area in our room that will have special projects
that you can work on when you come in. Again… new idea to try! More to come on
this.

Every effort is made to present authentic material; the Eaton County Genealogical Society cannot be held
responsible for the accuracy or the publishing rights of material furnished by contributors

Thanks to all of you who donate in any way to our Society! Our Society is run by volunteers and is funded by donations and fund-raisers.
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Eaton County Genealogical Society Publications Order List
P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337 Phone 517-543-8792
As of January 1, 2015

Item

Cost per item

Total Cost

Cemeteries of Eaton County, MI:
Brookfield Twp., 41 pp., indexed as of September 1991

$ 8.00

Chester Twp., 66 pp., indexed as of July 1990

$ 8.00

Roxand Twp., 86 pp., indexed as of January 1993

$10.00

Sunfield Twp., 44 pp., indexed as of April 1991

$10.00

Walton Twp., 119 pp., indexed as of March 1996

$10.00

Maple Hill Cemetery (Eaton Twp.), indexed as of 2009

$20.00

Kalamo Twp., 102 pp., indexed as of 2001

$18.00

Vermontville Twp., 122 pp., indexed as of 2001

$18.00

Burkhead-Green Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI
27 Mar, 1885 thru 29 Dec, 1947, 198 pp., indexed

*** $18.00

Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI
18 Nov 1921 to 21 May 1932, 112 pp., indexed

$18.00

Naturalization Index for Eaton Co., MI 55 pp.

$ 4.25

Eaton County Quest, back issues, #1 through current available
(please specify issue no.)

$ 4.50

Plat maps of Eaton County, MI, individual townships (please specify which townships).
(Note: Shipping up to 16 townships count as one item.)
1860 Price is $.25 per Township (Hamlin Twp. Not available)

$ .25

1873 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

1895 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

1913 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

Cemetery Symbols CD (see www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml for more information)

$12.00

Shipping & Handling
Sub total ____________
1-3 items - $2.20
MI res. Add 6% sales tax ____________
3-5 items - $3.30
Shipping & Handling ____________
6 or more items - $6.60
Total Due ____________
*** Note: Please add $2.50 for each "Burkhead-Green Funeral Home" book.
.......................................................................................................
Send the above items to (please print)

Name ____________________________________________ Phone _____________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ______________
Amount enclosed ______________________________ Check No. ____________________
(Please make checks payable to: Eaton County Genealogical Society)

Please note: We plan to address publications in the next year and hopefully will be adding
more to our selection. Also, we plan to offer these through the website using PayPal.
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