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June 2017 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

2017 Calendar 

Monthly Meetings: 

Wed Mar 15 General Meeting 

Wed Apr 19 General Meeting 

Wed May 17 General Meeting 

Wed Jun 21 General Meeting 

Wed Jul 19 General Meeting 

Wed Aug 16 General Meeting 

Wed Sep 20 General Meeting 

Wed Oct 18 General Meeting 

Wed Nov 8 General Meeting 

See our online Calendar of Events! 

Regular Projects: 

Each Tuesday noon—5pm: 
Probate Packet Scanning 

 

Phone: 517-543-8792 

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com 

Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am-
2pm 

CONTACT US 

Would you like to share your 
family history?  Would you like to 
place a query in our newsletter?  
Perhaps someone who reads our 
newsletter may know something 
about your ancestors! 

Submit your information to P.O 
Box mailing address above, or 
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com. 

Members 
2017 June Calendar 

June 21st, Regular Meeting 
Social: 5:30pm Meeting: 7:00pm 

Writing Group: Sat June 24th 
10a.m. — Noon 

Every Tuesday Afternoon: 
 Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-4) 

Officers Jan 1, 2017 through Dec 31, 2017 

President   Chuck Chamberlain 
Past-President  Bill Haines 
Vice President  Kent MacDonald 
Treasurer   Sher Brown 
Recording Secretary Judy Chamberlain 
Membership Secretary Dianna Emerson 
Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino 
Librarian   Sharlene Thuma 
Web Maintenance  Sherry Copenhaver 
Publicity   Joy Black 
Computer Chair  John Evans 
Council Delegate  Jim Collins 
Council Delegate  Jo Glasgow 
FGS Delegate  Gary Copenhaver 
Trustees: Liz Jones, Shirley Hodges, Becky 
Kendall 
 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Events.shtml
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter:%20
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter
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Membership:  Dianna Emerson 

ECGS MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY REPORT – MAY 22, 2017 

Membership as of 5.25.17 
2017 Total Number of Members: 131 
104 Paid 
21 Spouses 
4 Complimentary (Speakers) 
2 Life (Haley) 
 
Comparison to 2016 Total Members:  167 
 147 Paid 
   12 Spouses 
     6 Complimentary (Speakers) 
     2 Life (Haley) 

Dianna Emerson              Check out the membership form on www.miegs.org.  

 

 
 

Don and Eva Cooper- 1951 Grand Ledge High School yearbook. 
 
Dorothy Bennett- The SMITH Family Book 1 and Book 

#2 SMITH Family & Catherine GEIB-SMITH. 
 
W. Arlene Powers- four 1998 newspaper clipping photos of the 1908-1909 Charlotte 

Corset Factory, 1948 Frobel School group, and 1937 Spaulding School 
group. Surnames: KELLEY, GAUT, BRADLEY, CARROLL, SWIFT, ROLFE, DeLONG,
 HALL, REIBLE, PETTS, FUGATE, HYDE, WILLIAMSON, DAY, and KING; 
teacher- Donna MATHEWS. 

 
Jesse Lasorda- 3 photographs: 1925 Harper School group, Delta Twp., teacher 

Gladys GREEN; unidentified school group, undated, “Gladys GREEN” on the front; 
unidentified school group, on back “Miss Gladys M. FOX” and “Oct. 27, 1921.” 

Thank you for supporting us through your donations to our library.  We appreciate it so 
much. 

ECGS Librarian Sharlene Thuma 

Probate Packets 
The website is updated about once a month with the list of probate packets that have been 
scanned (www.miegs.org/Files/ProbatePacketScanned.pdf). There are now about 14,420 
names that are scanned and we are scanning the “R” probate packet folders. 

If you believe there is a scanned probate packet you want to look at and you are a member, 
email us at  ecgsprobates@gmail.com and request the file or files. If you are a non-member, see 
our Send A Request Page at http://www.miegs.org/SendRequest.shtml. 
         Join us on Tuesday afternoons when you can! 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/
mailto:ecgsprobates@gmail.com
http://www.miegs.org/SendRequest.shtml
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EATON COUNTY GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

GENERAL MEETING 

May 17, 2017 

 

The president, Chuck Chamberlain, called the meeting to order at 7:00. He welcomed 
everyone and led in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

There were 20 people in attendance. 

 

Marcy Cousino gave an update on the Newspaper Project.  

 

Announcements:   

• A coordinator or coordinators are needed for Frontier Days bake sale. 

• Volunteers are needed to provide baked goods for the bake sale as well as work the 
three days. 

• Folks were encouraged to consider volunteering to serve on the board for the next year. 

 

Sign-up forms are available for the bus trip to Allen County Public Library in November. 

 

The speaker for the June meeting will be Brenda Leyndyke from the Calhoun County 
Genealogical Society. She will be presenting information on records that are available in 
Calhoun County.  

 

We will be having a potluck meeting in July at the Lawrence Avenue United Methodist 
Church. Gail Junion-Metz will be the speaker. 

 

Jesse Lasorda presented a very informative program on finding records from World War I. 

   

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

 

Judy Chamberlain, Recording Secretary 

http://www.miegs.org


 

Page 4 

June 2017 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

WORLD CHAMBERLAIN GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY 

 

Is your last name Chamberlain, Chamberlin, Chamberland, 
Chamberlayne, etc? Do you have ancestors with this last name? If so, 
have you ever wondered where and how they came to America and how 
long the families have been here? Do you know if you are in the 
William, Thomas, Edmund, Richard, or Henry line? Then you need to 
make plans to attend the World Chamberlain Genealogical Society’s 
annual meeting.  

• When – Saturday, June 24, 2017, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. 

Where – Allen County Public Library, Fort Wayne, IN 

 

The meeting will include: 

• A brief business meeting 

• A presentation by Mr. George Richard Chamberlin, one of the Society’s genealogists, on 
the original settlers who came to America 

• A brief tour of the library for those who are not familiar with using the information 
there 

• Lunch together at a local restaurant 

• Time to do research either on the WCGS website (there will be someone to show you 
how to use this site if you are not familiar with it), the Chamberlain collection of 
publications at the library, and/or other publications at the library. 

Time to chat and get to know each other 

 

Some of the members are planning to be there on Friday, June 23, 2017, to do some 
additional research at the library.  

 

For more information, you may contact Charles Chamberlain, Trustee, by phone at (517) 
339-2798 (home) or (517) 614-5964 (cell) or by email at 
charleschamberlain135@comcast.net. 

 

The 48th annual Southern California Genealogical Society 
Jamboree is scheduled for June 8-11, 2017.  There is live 
streaming of several sessions; see genealogyjamboreecom 
to register free.  Live streamed sessions are also available 
on-line through July 10, 2017.  This is a good way to get 
some free education to help with your research. 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:charleschamberlain135@comcast.net
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We had a great time at our Volunteer Appreciation 
Breakfast at the Charlotte Big Boy 
Restaurant! 

Shirley & Sherry taking 
pictures of each other taking 
pictures! 

http://www.miegs.org
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April General Meeting 

World War I Records 

By Jesse Lasorda 

Jesse gave a great 
presentation on this 
subject! 

http://www.miegs.org
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(Thank you Jim Kendall for the article.) 

http://www.miegs.org
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ECGS BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER – 2017 FRONTIER DAYS 

 
 
Charlotte Frontier Days means the ECGS will be having their annual bake sale inside the 
1885 Courthouse. The money earned from this event covers important ECGS expenses such 
as rent and more. Volunteers are needed to work at the sale and to provide saleable items 
such as fudge, no bakes (peanut butter; chocolate w/peanut butter), brownies with or 
without nuts, cookies of all sorts, caramel corn, cakes and pies. Items are sold individually 
or as a plateful. Monetary donations are welcome if you are unable to bake. 
 
 
Definition of positions: Staging–Package and price items for the sale. Sales–Sell the 
marked items. Coordinator – Oversees the group. 
 
 
Please consider volunteering to make this sale a success! Here are the dates for this 
fundraiser. Some positions have been filled. Numbers indicate available positions. Everyone 
is welcome regardless of whether or not they signed up. Help is needed! 

 
Thursday, September 7 – 5 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

Set Up-Need 3 people 
 

Friday, September 8 - 9 a.m.-5p.m. 
Coordinator for Friday - 1 Needed 

9-12 Need Staging Person & 1 Sales Person 
12-3 Need 2 Staging & 2 Sales 
3-5 Need 2 Staging & 2 Sales 

 
Saturday, September 9 -9 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Coordinator for Saturday – 1 Needed 

9-12 Need 3 Staging & 2 Sales 
12-3 Need 2 Staging & 1 Sales 
3-5 Need 4 Staging & 2 Sales 

 
Sunday, September 10 _ 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Coordinator for Sunday – 1 Needed 
(Or when all the items are sold & then Take Down) 

11-2 Need 3 Staging & 2 Sales 
2-5 Need 2 Staging & 2 Sales 

 
 
The ECGS is looking for Coordinators for the event. A couple of people are needed or 
possibly three (3) for a separate Coordinator for each day! 
 
Please mark this important event on your calendar. We need three kinds of people to make 
this successful – bakers, sellers and buyers! 
 
Email ecgsmembership@gmail.com to sign up and/or ask questions. 
 
Dianna Emerson ECGS 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsmembership@gmail.com


 

Page 9 

June 2017 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

Writers Group by Shirley Hodges 

The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group 

Joe E Pray demonstrated the online 
software program “Be Remembered” on 
how to record your memories for your 
family. See “beremembered.com”. 

We had a big hearty laugh 
as Sher tried to take a 
picture of us… her very 
first time taking a picture! 

http://www.miegs.org
https://beremembered.com/
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Last month, we talked about family heirlooms and how sometimes we are creating our 
own family heirlooms. 

The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group, continued 

From Phyllis: A doll her given to for Christmas as 
a little girl, then donated to church later after 
she moved out of the house. She  miraculously 
found it in a New York  antique shop 40 years 
later and was able to buy it back! 

==================================================================================== 

From Sherry: 
This doll was 
Sherry’s as a 
little girl. 

Her dad found it in the attic 
after she was grown and had an 
8-year-old daughter (Shawn) 
herself. He had his mother 
crochet the outfit, and he 
made the wooden case for the 
doll. Shawn begged for it then! 
It was not until her daughter 
Chelsea was grown that I 
finally passed it down to her, so 
she can pass it along to 
Chelsea. 

Sherry crocheted 
this queen-size 
granny square 
afghan in about 
1983. 

A clock from Phyllis! 

http://www.miegs.org
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Thank you Jim Kendall! 

http://www.miegs.org
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Thanks to all of you who donate in any way to our Society!  Our Society is run by volun-
teers and is funded by donations and fund-raisers.   

Ways You Can Help to Volunteer at (or for) ECGS 

Please note:  We appreciate any help we receive!  We will never pressure you to help 
us!  We only ask if you have volunteered for room duty and you cannot make it, call 
(phone numbers provided) us and let us know to get coverage.    

Room Volunteers:  Room volunteers are here to help people who come in to research.  
While some of our room volunteers actually help do the research, this is not a re-
quirement.  The main tasks are to answer the phone and guide the researchers to 
our various areas they can research.   

Probate Packet Scanning:  This is an on-going project that meets regularly at the 
ECGS room to scan probate packets on Tuesday afternoons.  However, anyone can 
scan when the room is open. 

Indexing and/or proofreading at home:  Using scanned images, we can show you how 
to index and/or proofread at your own leisure at home. 

Mini Take-Home projects:  This is a brand new type of project we are trying.  People 
have taken home several projects and we will see how that goes. 

Special Projects:  Possibly set up an area in our room that will have special projects 
that you can work on when you come in.  Again… new idea to try!  More to come on 
this. 

This newsletter is created from information members have 

submitted.   Anyone is welcome (and encouraged!) to 
submit Eaton County family history information or articles.  Please email these to 

ecgsnews@gmail.com and designate the information you would like included, such as your 
location and/or email address.  Your submission must be signed.  Pictures are welcomed! 

While the newsletter is available for all to read from our ECGS 
website, only members may post queries and member happenings. 

All digital newsletter issues will be available on our website with a target date of posting 
them on the 1st of each month.  See the www.miegs.org/Newsletters.shtml. 

Note: Some clipart used in our newsletter was provided by  MyCuteGraphics. 

Every effort is made to present authentic material; the Eaton County Genealogical Society cannot be held 
responsible for the accuracy or the publishing rights of material furnished by contributors 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Info
http://www.miegs.org/Newsletter.shtml
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Please note:  We plan to address publications in the next year and hopefully will be adding 
more to our selection.  Also, we plan to offer these through the website using PayPal. 

Eaton County Genealogical Society Publications Order List 
P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337 Phone 517-543-8792 

     As of January 1, 2015 

 
 
 
 Shipping & Handling                                                                                                    Sub total ____________ 
 1-3 items - $2.20                                                                               MI res. Add 6% sales tax    ____________ 
 3-5 items - $3.30                                                                                       Shipping & Handling  ____________ 
 6 or more items - $6.60                                                                                                Total Due ____________ 
*** Note: Please add $2.50 for each "Burkhead-Green Funeral Home" book. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Send the above items to (please print) 

Name ____________________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________  

City ____________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ______________ 

 
Amount enclosed ______________________________ Check No. ____________________ 
(Please make checks payable to: Eaton County Genealogical Society) 

Item Cost per item Total Cost 

Cemeteries of Eaton County, MI:     

        Brookfield Twp., 41 pp., indexed  as of September 1991 $ 8.00   

        Chester Twp., 66 pp., indexed as of July 1990 $ 8.00   

        Roxand Twp., 86 pp., indexed as of January 1993 $10.00   

        Sunfield Twp., 44 pp., indexed as of April 1991 $10.00   

        Walton Twp., 119 pp., indexed as of March 1996 $10.00   

        Maple Hill Cemetery (Eaton Twp.), indexed as of 2009 $20.00   

        Kalamo Twp., 102 pp., indexed as of 2001 $18.00   

        Vermontville Twp., 122 pp., indexed as of 2001 $18.00   

Burkhead-Green Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI   
27 Mar, 1885 thru 29 Dec, 1947, 198 pp., indexed 

*** $18.00   

Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI    
18 Nov 1921 to 21 May 1932, 112 pp., indexed 

$18.00   

Naturalization Index for Eaton Co., MI 55 pp. $ 4.25   

Eaton County Quest, back issues, #1 through current available         
(please specify issue no.) 

$ 4.50   

Plat maps of Eaton County, MI, individual townships (please specify which townships).  
(Note: Shipping up to 16 townships count as one item.) 

    

    1860  Price is $.25 per Township  (Hamlin Twp. Not available)   $   .25   

    1873  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

    1895  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

    1913  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

 
Cemetery Symbols CD (see www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml for more information) 

 
$12.00 

  

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml

