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Members
Would you like to share your
family history? Would you like to
place a query in our newsletter?
Perhaps someone who reads our
newsletter may know something
about your ancestors!
Submit your information to P.O
Box mailing address above, or
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com.

2017 Calendar
Monthly Meetings:
Wed Mar 15 General Meeting
Wed Apr 19 General Meeting
Wed May 17 General Meeting
Wed Jun 21 General Meeting
Wed Jul 19 General Meeting
Wed Aug 16 General Meeting
Wed Sep 20 General Meeting

www.miegs.org

2017 March Calendar

March 15th, 5:30pm
Writing Group: Saturday,
March 25th, 10am-Noon
Every Tuesday Afternoon:
Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-5)

Officers Jan 1, 2017 through Dec 31, 2017
President
Chuck Chamberlain
Past-President
Bill Haines
Vice President
Kent MacDonald
Treasurer
Sher Brown
Recording Secretary
Judy Chamberlain
Membership Secretary Dianna Emerson
Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino
Librarian
Sharlene Thuma
Web Maintenance
Sherry Copenhaver
Publicity
Joy Black
Computer Chair
John Evans
Council Delegate
Jim Collins
Council Delegate
Jo Glasgow
FGS Delegate
Gary Copenhaver
Trustees: Liz Jones, Shirley Hodges, Becky
Kendall

Wed Oct 18 General Meeting
Wed Nov 8 General Meeting

CONTACT US

See our online Calendar of Events!
Regular Projects:

Phone: 517-543-8792

Each Tuesday noon—5pm:
Probate Packet Scanning

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com
Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am2pm
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Dianna Emerson

New Members :
DON & EVA COOPER from Grand Ledge
JIM & LINDA EMERSON from Arizona
MIKE MONROE from Eagle

The password
changes on March
1st to the ECGS
member section.

Total Memberships 101
Membership Dues – Please support the Eaton County Genealogical Society by becoming a
member in 2017 or renewing your dues. The membership meetings will begin again on March
15, 2017, please check the calendar for details.
Please go to www.miegs.org for a member application.

Dianna Emerson
Sher Brown, Treasurer
$3,349.41
$3,499.12
$2,320.42
$3,277.27
$4,499.33

checking for Jan 31, 2017
checking for Dec 31, 2016
snack fund
undesignated donations
CD

2017 bills paid thru February 1:
Rent - $600,
EC Newspaper Project - $1,000
Federation of Genealogical Societies - $45

Highlights from Board Meeting:

Judy Chamberlain

HIGHLIGHTS FROM ECGS BOARD MEETING
February 15, 2017


Twenty of the digitized Olivet newspaper rolls are now available online at
http://www.fultonhistory.com, the website of the gentleman who did the digitizing. These
are searchable. This is a good research website as there are thousands of newspapers
available that he has scanned and digitized.

 A new “cloud” program, Crash Plan, has been installed and files from the office computers
have been downloaded to it.
 The librarian, SharleneThuma, is working with an EXCEL program to produce a map of the
rooms and a list of what is on the shelves in each room.
 Did you know???? The books/files in the main room of the office are records for Eaton
County while the books/files in the other room are for other counties, state, etc.
Anyone is welcome to attend the board meetings. The next one will be held on March 8, 2017
at 6:30 p.m.
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Updates from Delta Township District Library
COLLECTORS SHOWCASE
The 3rd Annual Collectors Showcase will be held March 18 from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. at
the Delta Township District Library, 5130 Davenport Dr., Delta Township, Michigan.
Collectors willing to display their collections and talk to the public about their passion
are needed for this just-for-fun, no buying or selling event. Collections at past events
have included both antique and contemporary collectibles, such as Pez dispensers,
vintage hats, postcards, dolls, Dionne quintuplet memorabilia, Lansing dairy items, and
salt and pepper shakers. All collections suitable for family viewing are welcome. One
collection will receive the People’s Choice Award, chosen by visitors the day of the
event.
The Collectors Showcase is co-sponsored by Delta Township District Library, the Delta
Township Historical Society, and the Historical Society of Greater Lansing. The event is
free and all are welcome. For more information or to register as a collector, contact
Thomas Moore, DTDL Adult Services Librarian, tmoore@dtdl.org, or 517-321-4014, or
check the library website under Events at www.dtdl.org/collectors .
We also updated our website with the following two links on the Links page:
Delta Township Historical Society: https://deltamihistory.org/
Historical Society of Greater Lansing: http://www.lansinghistory.org/

ECGS Librarian

Sharlene Thuma

Robert Phillips- color photo of Sergeant Robert PHILLIPS in uniform, 03
Mar. 1970, Detroit Metro Airport; black & white Charlotte High
School graduation photo of Maurice CHERRY, 1941.
Albion District Library- recipe book: Feeding the Flock, by the Brookfield United
Methodist Church, publ. 1991, 170 pp.
Pam Bardet- book, The EDDY Family Association Bulletins, Nos. 1-20, 1921-1928,
published 1928 by The Eddy Family Association, Inc., 508 pp.; three issues of The
EDDY Family Association periodicals, April 201 3-2015; six volume book set, The
EDDY Family In America, 1930, Supplements 1940, 1950, 1968, 1980, & 2005; booklet,
The LULL Book, published 1926, compiled by Hilah Violet Eddy, 84 pp.; spiral book,
Family Letters, 2000, surnames: BROWN, EDDY, CAMPBELL, APPLEGATE; folder,
Genealogical Records & Work Notes Of Hilah Violet EDDY; folder, The Family History
Of Howard D.T. EDDY And Marion Leta BROWN Eddy, compiled by Helen E. O’Connor,
1991; Lyda BROWN’s Birthday Book; many journals of Lyda BROWN, ca.1901-1943;
1914-1918 journal of Louisa BROWN; 1943-1945 journal of Stella CAMPBELL; Hila V.
EDDY’s 1931 journal; 1880 journal of Fred VOGT; 1903 & 1904 journals of Fred L.
BROWN; 1 894 journal of Lyda VOGT; 1 953 Memorial Record of Fred L. BROWN;
1955 marriage certificate of SPRINGER & EDDY; 1 956 wedding invitation of
FORREST & EDDY; a few newspaper clippings; many notes; etc.
We so much appreciate everyone that generously gives to our library.
Page 3

March 2017

e-aton genews

www.miegs.org

Eaton County History Newspaper Project
By Marcy Cousino

What’s new with the Eaton County History Newspaper Project?

Well, let’s see…I sent 10 reels of Vermontville area papers last week to Tom Tryniski in
Fulton County, New York, which will bring us up to 103 reels that have been completed. This
is about half way there!
I have contacted the Library of Michigan to start the process of ordering microfilm. The
Librarian who had been in charge of newspapers had just recently retired. This has left the
Library a bit out of sorts. They assure me that they will be able to handle our order very
soon. Meanwhile they gave us a list of microfilm Masters they have available for copying
microfilm. Most of the microfilm for Eaton County/Charlotte papers that we wanted to
purchase were not on that list. In fact, they have no Charlotte newspaper microfilm
Masters after 1900. They suggested maybe Western Michigan University has the Masters.
They do not.
Luckily, we found out the Masters were in The Charlotte Public Library all along. Who knows
how many years ago, the Charlotte Public Library paid Eaton County Abstract Company to
microfilm their newspaper holdings from the earliest they had in 1845 up to 1950. Today in
2017, the Masters do show a little wear on some. Apparently, they have been viewed by
patrons a time or two, but they are MUCH better than the service copies which are very
scratched, faded, ripped and sometimes scotch taped together. One Master, however, (at
about 1944) has degraded badly. Its box did not close properly and perhaps the contact to
air caused the problem. Let us hope it is not a total loss.
The other issue that we are working on so that we can purchase microfilm is copyright
ownership. The Library of Michigan will not sell microfilm after 1923 UNLESS we have
written permission of the copyright owner. Most of the newspapers in the county were
bought out by The Lansing State Journal. The Lansing State Journal was bought out by
Gannett Company. We know someone who knows someone, so who knows? We could get
lucky. Let’s hope for the best!
Marcy Cousino
Eaton County History Newspaper Project

See our Newspaper Project website at www.echnp.org.
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Kalamazoo Valley Genealogical Society
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From Sunfield Historical Society
Hello Everyone, here is the first newsletter for 2017. We hope
you enjoy reading about the past of Sunfield and surrounding
areas. Let us hear from you and be sure to share the newsletter
with your family and friends. The next newsletter is in the
process and hope you will become a member of the Sunfield
Historical Society.
Let us know how you like the newsletter and what you would like
to see in the next newsletter.
Take care,
Jan Sedore

The Sunfield Historical Society, Welch Museum is a non-profit making, permanent institution, open
to the public, which, acquires, conserves, researches, and exhibits, for purposes of inspiring
children, connecting families, and strengthening our communities.
See their website at http://www.sunfieldhistoricalsociety.com/.
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Duck Lake Area Local History & Genealogy Group
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ECGS Vertical File VF-11

Trout ner/ W ilcox F a mily B ible
Troutner/Wilcox- Family Bible photocopies; other surnames: Southward/Dewey/Young/
Hunt/Thomas/Wheeler/Boon/ Reeves.

Mathias S.
Troutner
& Mary S.
Wilcox
married
1866
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Various Photo Groups
Rod Weaver has been working with ECGS to scan and restore some of the photographs in
our collections.
These photos come from the P.651
Collection. The people are
unidentified and if you know who
they are, please let us know by
contacting us at
ecgsnews@gmail.com.
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Probate Packets

The website is updated about once a month with the list of probate packets that have been
scanned (www.miegs.org/Files/ProbatePacketScanned.pdf). There are now about 13,490
names that are scanned and we are scanning the “P” probate packet folders.
Chris found this great
Bible record in the
Flossy Emily Powers
Forbes delayed Birth
file. She was born in
1889. You never know
what you might find in a
Probate Packet file!

We were happy to see
Jan Sedore join us
for scanning! Thanks
Jan—as well as
Thanks to everyone!

See the new process for Members to
request copies of Probate Packets below!
Sue really does
open her eyes
when she works…
I just didn’t
happen to get a
picture of her
with them open!
If you believe there is a scanned probate packet you want to look at and you are a member, email us
at ecgsprobates@gmail.com and request access to the file or files. If you are a non-member, see our
Send A Request Page at http://www.miegs.org/SendRequest.shtml.

Join us on Tuesday afternoons when you can!
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The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group
Writers Group by Shirley Hodges

Write Your Story!
We had a very productive meeting with the Writers Group.
We were able to discuss some of the progress we had made
on projects and to make plans for our upcoming endeavors.

Several members shared some of their past successes and gifts and gift ideas
with the group. Sherry Copenhaver showed us some publications she had
completed using Scrapbook Factory. She is going to give us a short
demonstration at the March 25th meeting. Phyllis Whidden brought some things
that she had received as gifts from her family members. These are the types of
things that help us pass our materials and information along to the next
generation.
Many of us have been accumulating our family’s history for years or in some cases
decades. We need to make the leap from family historian to family writer if this
information is to be preserved. If you haven’t made the leap from family
historian to family writer, I encourage you to try your hand at writing your family
history; it can be just as rewarding as the research
Writing a family history book, taking all that research, knowledge, pictures and
documents and putting it into a readable or pictorial format is the single best
solution to leaving a legacy to your family.
If you think you might enjoy exploring and discussing writing your family history
please plan on attending our next meeting. We are extremely passionate about
recording family stories and will encourage you at every opportunity.
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The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group (continued)

Sherry will be publishing her
“Growing Up Years” within the
next month or so!

A few of Phyliss’s gifts
from her family.
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Mulliken Cookbook
Thanks Sue Thompson for sharing this with us!

Charlene Pearson
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School Records—From VF.003

We have different school records that have been donated by various people over the years
stored in our vertical files and the majority of these are included in our School Database.
Hovey School,
Benton Township,
1884

Hovey School,
Benton Township,
Class of 1903
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Charlotte Schools 1993
These are some photos from our

P.642

collection.
School Board:
Lee Wheaton
Shirley Hirt
Karl Forall
Bill Chathan

Pam Anderson
Wally Miar
Bob Wilson
________
Award to Bryan Fix

Service Center Awards: Ed
Dobbs, Robert Wilson, Karen
Wright, Janitors, Jim OlinSuperintendent
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A List of Free Research E-Book Websites
Website

Description

Source

Ancestral Findings. Download these free Genealogy
http://
eBooks to learn about ancestry and research, history,
www.ancestralfindings.co and how to find out more about your extended family
m/ebooks/
tree.

Ancestral
Findings.

http://www.archive.org

Archive.org doesn’t limit itself to genealogy books. It
collects EVERYTHING and makes its entire collection
available to all at no charge. The Internet Archive is a
non-profit library of millions of free books, movies,
software, music, websites, and more. Nobody knows how Eastmans Online
many genealogy and local history books are available in
Genealogy
the Internet Archive but obviously it is huge number.
Newsletter

https://
books.familysearch.org/
primo_library/libweb/
action/search.do

Family History Library from FamilySearch (more than
80,000 digitized genealogy and family history
publications from the archives of some of the most
important family history libraries in the world)

Eastmans Online
Genealogy
Newsletter

Another huge resource: Google Books with thousands of Eastmans Online
free ebooks, genealogy and almost every other
Genealogy
http://books.google.com imaginable topic
Newsletter

British History Online

A digital library of primary and secondary sources on
medieval and modern history of Great Britain. It was
created and is managed, as a cooperative venture by the Eastmans Online
Institute of Historical Research, the University of
Genealogy
London and the History of Parliament Trust.
Newsletter

Clayton Library Center
for Genealogical
Research

Houston Public Library

Eastmans Online
Genealogy
Newsletter

http://
www.cyndislist.com/
books/ebooks/

Cyndi's List of Genealogy Sites on the Internet. This
page lists (with links to open the books) 400+ free
eBooks on the topic of Irish, Irish-American and IrishCanadian Genealogy which can all be read online

Cyndi's List

http://familyhistorydaily.com/
genealogy-help-and-how-to/15genealogy-books-can-read-freekindle-unlimited-prime/

15 Genealogy Books You Can Read for Free With Kindle
Unlimited

Google
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A List of Free Research E-Book Websites
continued
Website

Description

Source

https://
familysearch.org/wiki/
en/BYUFHL_Digital_Book_Colle
ction
Brigham Young University’s Harold B. Lee Library

Eastmans Online
Genealogy
Newsletter

Family Tree University. From family tree templates to
ebooks on genetic genealogy, military records and more,
Family Tree Magazine and Family Tree University are
happy to provide you with the resources and knowledge
you need to dive into your family history. Download these
free genealogy eBooks below to explore a specific
http://
subject and get your genealogy research started. Best
ftu.familytreemagazine.c of all: these genealogy resources don’t require a
om/free/
purchase – you can get them for free!
Google
http://
www.freegenealogyhelp.c Free Genealogy Help. Helping you find your anecestors.
om/genealogy-books/
Carol Hill, a professional genealogist.

Google

Free Irish Genealogy eBooks. These pages list (with links
to open the books) about 4,000 free Books and Journals
on the topic of Irish, Irish-American, Irish-Australian
and Irish-Canadian Genealogy which can all be read online
- most of them can also be downloaded to a reading
device such as Kindle, iPad, Tablet, etc. (check the host
site for available formats). Many of these books are 'out
of print', rare or otherwise unavailable in paper format.
Some of the family histories were printed for 'Private
Circulation' in fewer than 100 - 200 copies but are now
http://
available to anyone online. The illustrations are taken
freeirishgenebooks.blogs from the books listed supplemented with photographs by
pot.com/
'PJC'.
Google

Genealogy Center

Allen County (Indiana) Public Library
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A List of Free Research E-Book Websites
continued
Website

http://
genealogy.about.com/od/
digital_documents/tp/
family_histories.htm

Description

Source

10 Fabulous Sources for Family History Books Online.
Search and View Family Histories for Free. By Kimberly
Powell. Published family and local histories offer a
potential rich source of information about your personal
family history. Even if a family genealogy has not been
published for your ancestors, local and family histories
can offer insight into the places your ancestors lived and
the people they may have encountered during their
lifetime. Before you head to the local library or
bookstore, however, take time to explore the hundreds
of thousands of genealogies, local histories and other
items of genealogical interest available online for free! A
few major fee-based collections (clearly marked) are
also highlighted.
Google

http://
www.genealogysearch.or Dozens of free online ebooks dealing with Canadian
g/free/bcanada.html
genealogy may be found by starting at

Eastmans Online
Genealogy
Newsletter

http://www.genealogysearch.org/
free/digitalpublications.html

Free History and Genealogy Books Online

Google

https://
www.gengophers.com

Genealogy Gophers

Eastmans Online
Genealogy
Newsletter

HathiTrust’s Digital
Library

Mid-Continent Public Library – Midwest Genealogy
Center

Eastmans Online
Genealogy
Newsletter

Joseph F. Smith Library Brigham Young University Hawaii

http://
www.thearmchairgenealogist.com/
2014/07/10-free-genealogydownloads.html

Eastmans Online
Genealogy
Newsletter

The Armchair Genealogist. Research and write your
family history. I've compiled a list of various eBooks and
software downloads from across the web that are free
and aimed to help you with your family history research. Google
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Obituary Book One
Many obituary scrapbooks were put together by many volunteers over the past 25-
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Obituary Book One (continued)
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ECGS Scrapbook.2
Most of the scrapbooks we have in our library have been indexed and people who are
researching can find these when looking up names. However, it has just been this past
year that these scrapbooks have been scanned. Here are a couple of pages from one
of these scrapbooks.

Crall Family
(Robert & Emma
Crall): 27 pages of
assorted family
papers, greeting
cards, etc.
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ECGS Scrapbook.1 (continued)
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Origins, History & Meanings of Female Names
Lyle French donated these newspaper clippings to ECGS from a newspaper series on the
origins, history, and meaning of girl's names series published in 1919 and 1920. They are
stored in VF.470.

Edna

Elaine

What’s In A Name?
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This newsletter is created from information members have submitted. Anyone is welcome (and encouraged!) to submit Eaton
County family history information or articles. Please email these to ecgsnews@gmail.com
and designate the information you would like included, such as your location and/or email address. Your submission must be signed. Pictures are welcomed!

While the newsletter is available for all to read from our ECGS website, only members may post queries and member happenings.
All digital newsletter issues will be available on our website with a target date of posting
them on the 1st of each month. See the www.miegs.org/Newsletters.shtml.
Note: Some clipart used in our newsletter was provided by MyCuteGraphics.

Ways You Can Help to Volunteer at (or for) ECGS
Please note: We appreciate any help we receive! We will never pressure you to help
us! We only ask if you have volunteered for room duty and you cannot make it, call
(phone numbers provided) us and let us know to get coverage.
Room Volunteers: Room volunteers are here to help people who come in to research.
While some of our room volunteers actually help do the research, this is not a requirement. The main tasks are to answer the phone and guide the researchers to
our various areas they can research.
Probate Packet Scanning: This is an on-going project that meets regularly at the
ECGS room to scan probate packets on Tuesday afternoons. However, anyone can
scan when the room is open.
Indexing and/or proofreading at home: Using scanned images, we can show you how
to index and/or proofread at your own leisure at home.
Mini Take-Home projects: This is a brand new type of project we are trying. People
have taken home several projects and we will see how that goes.
Special Projects: Possibly set up an area in our room that will have special projects
that you can work on when you come in. Again… new idea to try! More to come on
this.
Every effort is made to present authentic material; the Eaton County Genealogical Society cannot be held responsible for
the accuracy or the publishing rights of material furnished by contributors.

Thanks to all of you who donate in any way to our Society! Our Society is run by volunteers and is funded by donations and fund-raisers.
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Eaton County Genealogical Society Publications Order List
P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337 Phone 517-543-8792
As of January 1, 2015

Item

Cost per item

Total Cost

Cemeteries of Eaton County, MI:
Brookfield Twp., 41 pp., indexed as of September 1991

$ 8.00

Chester Twp., 66 pp., indexed as of July 1990

$ 8.00

Roxand Twp., 86 pp., indexed as of January 1993

$10.00

Sunfield Twp., 44 pp., indexed as of April 1991

$10.00

Walton Twp., 119 pp., indexed as of March 1996

$10.00

Maple Hill Cemetery (Eaton Twp.), indexed as of 2009

$20.00

Kalamo Twp., 102 pp., indexed as of 2001

$18.00

Vermontville Twp., 122 pp., indexed as of 2001

$18.00

Burkhead-Green Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI
27 Mar, 1885 thru 29 Dec, 1947, 198 pp., indexed

*** $18.00

Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI
18 Nov 1921 to 21 May 1932, 112 pp., indexed

$18.00

Naturalization Index for Eaton Co., MI 55 pp.

$ 4.25

Eaton County Quest, back issues, #1 through current available
(please specify issue no.)

$ 4.50

Plat maps of Eaton County, MI, individual townships (please specify which townships).
(Note: Shipping up to 16 townships count as one item.)
1860 Price is $.25 per Township (Hamlin Twp. Not available)

$ .25

1873 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

1895 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

1913 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

Cemetery Symbols CD (see www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml for more information)

$12.00

Shipping & Handling
Sub total ____________
1-3 items - $2.20
MI res. Add 6% sales tax ____________
3-5 items - $3.30
Shipping & Handling ____________
6 or more items - $6.60
Total Due ____________
*** Note: Please add $2.50 for each "Burkhead-Green Funeral Home" book.
.......................................................................................................
Send the above items to (please print)

Name ____________________________________________ Phone _____________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ______________
Amount enclosed ______________________________ Check No. ____________________
(Please make checks payable to: Eaton County Genealogical Society)

Please note: We plan to address publications in the next year and hopefully will be adding
more to our selection. Also, we plan to offer these through the website using PayPal.
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