
 

Page 1 

February 2017 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

2017 Calendar 

Monthly Meetings: 

Wed Mar 15 General Meeting 

Wed Apr 19 General Meeting 

Wed May 17 General Meeting 

Wed Jun 21 General Meeting 

Wed Jul 19 General Meeting 

Wed Aug 16 General Meeting 

Wed Sep 20 General Meeting 

Wed Oct 18 General Meeting 

Wed Nov 8 General Meeting 

See our online Calendar of Events! 

Regular Projects: 

Each Tuesday noon—5pm: 
Probate Packet Scanning 

 

Phone: 517-543-8792 

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com 

Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am-
2pm 

CONTACT US 

Would you like to share your 
family history?  Would you like to 
place a query in our newsletter?  
Perhaps someone who reads our 
newsletter may know something 
about your ancestors! 

Submit your information to P.O 
Box mailing address above, or 
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com. 

Members 
2017 February Calendar 

General meetings will resume in 
March, 2017. 

Writing Group: Saturday,  
February 11th, 10am-Noon 

Every Tuesday Afternoon: 
 Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-5) 

Officers Jan 1, 2017 through Dec 31, 2017 

President   Chuck Chamberlain 
Past-President  Bill Haines 
Vice President  Kent MacDonald 
Treasurer   Sher Brown 
Recording Secretary Judy Chamberlain 
Membership Secretary Dianna Emerson 
Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino 
Librarian   Sharlene Thuma 
Web Maintenance  Sherry Copenhaver 
Publicity   Joy Black 
Computer Chair  John Evans 
Council Delegate  Jim Collins 
Council Delegate  Jo Glasgow 
FGS Delegate  Gary Copenhaver 
Trustees: Liz Jones, Shirley Hodges, Becky 
Kendall 
 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Events.shtml
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter:%20
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter
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Membership:  Dianna Emerson 
 
Welcome to a new year!  I look forward to going to the mailbox each day to 
see how many membership renewal envelopes are tucked inside. I love it when 
someone joins the ECGS again after a brief absence. Thank you for your 
continued support and the Society looks forward to continuing our research 
together in 2017 and BEYOND! As of January 21st there are 59 paid 
members plus 13 household members for a total of 72 members. 
 
Membership cards will be mailed the day following the receipt of applications. I do not live in 
Charlotte, so I will pick up applications sent to the Office on a fairly regular basis. There are 
three waiting at the Office including one new member. There will be a slight delay in cashing 
your checks once I drop them off in Charlotte. Questions can be directed to 
ecgsmembership@gmail.com.  
 
The Society has a closed Facebook group with several members at https://
www.facebook.com/groups/173893799750/.  If you belong to the FB group and are not a 
member of the ECGS and you are interested in membership, please go to www.miegs.org for a 
member application. 
 
Our newest member is Kevin Oyler from Lansing, Michigan. 
 
Dianna Emerson 

Here are some highlights from the January 11, 2017, board meeting: 

 A new router for the computer system has been installed in the office 
along with an extender which will make it easier for use of computers in 
the meeting room. 
 

 The new "ICloud" program, Crash Plan, has been installed on the office computers. 
 

 Our technology person asks that people NOT try to resolve problems with electronic 
devices, especially by unplugging them, but please contact him.  
 

 Kent MacDonald will be working on making sure the by-laws notebook is up-to-date and in 
a place that is accessible. 
 

 The Bus Trip to Allen County Public Library is scheduled for November 4, 2017. 
 

 Kent MacDonald is working on speakers for the 2017 year; if anyone has suggestions, 
please contact him. 
 

 A Volunteer Training Day will be scheduled. 
 

 Volunteer Appreciation Day is scheduled for Saturday, April 29, 2017. 
 

 The next Mid-Michigan Genealogical society meeting will be February 22, 2017, at the 
Family History Center in East Lansing. 

Highlights from Board Meeting:  Judy Chamberlain 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsmembership@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/173893799750/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/173893799750/
http://www.miegs.org
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This month, we are sharing some items that are included in the Courthouse Square 
Association Museum Collection, residing upstairs from our ECGS library room. We would like 
to share CSA’s collections in our newsletter because it is very likely there is excellent 
genealogy materials people may find if they know to look there.  

See their website at http://csamuseum.weebly.com/. 

Diary of Emma C. STODDARD of Charlotte, MI, 1844-1845, accession #90.86.1. 

Marriage certificate of Alonzo H. KESLER and Emma C. STODDARD, 1865, accession 
#90.86.15. 

Black and white group photograph of Libeus and Maria BUTLER, golden anniversary, 1918, 
accession #90.89.1. 

Black and white group photograph of the BALDWIN family, 1918, accession #91.129.368. 

Photograph album of the TROUTNER family and relatives, late 1800’s, accession 
#91.129.389. 

 

By Sharlene Thuma 

        New U.S. Budget Blueprint May Affect Genealogists 
    Per genealogyinsider (by Diane Haddad & The Family Tree Magazine Staff) at  
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/2017/01/24/
ANewUSBudgetBlueprintMayAffectGenealogists.aspx 

 

If a line item makes it through to the final budget year 2018 
from a “planning’ document, there could be a genealogical 
impact. This talks about the starting point of the National 
Endowment of the Humanities (NEH) and the grants that 
help fund museums, archives, libraries, historical records 

digitization, and access projects such as the free Chronicling America newspaper search 
website. Even though it is early in the budgeting process and the blueprint isn’t an official 
proposal, you can give your input about the preservation of NEH funding by following the 
instructions on the National Humanities Alliance (NHA) website.   

 

Article sent to 
newsletter By 
Liz Jones 

Courthouse Square Association  

http://www.miegs.org
http://csamuseum.weebly.com/
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/2017/01/24/ANewUSBudgetBlueprintMayAffectGenealogists.aspx
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/2017/01/24/ANewUSBudgetBlueprintMayAffectGenealogists.aspx
http://blog.familytreemagazine.com/insider/ct.ashx?id=9789a10a-3857-48ca-a482-a70443339b3c&url=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nhalliance.org%2fhelp_us_nip_efforts_to_defund_neh_in_the_bud
http://csamuseum.weebly.com/


 

Page 4 

February 2017 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

                

Duck Lake Area Local History & Genealogy Group 

http://www.miegs.org
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        Calhoun County Genealogical Society 

http://www.miegs.org
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               Capital Area District Libraries 

http://www.miegs.org
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          Capital Area District Libraries (continued) 

http://www.miegs.org
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ECGS Vertical File VF-9 

ECGS Vertical File VF-33 

Oneida, January 11, 1865 $6.96 

Grand Ledge, Jan 30, 1866 $10.43 

Grand Ledge Burying Ground 
Association. Lot 2, Block 6. 

Grace Butts Swarthouse—Grandfather 
was Nelson Cole. His father was Peter 
Cole, who came to Oneida Twp from 
Lorraine, Ohio and before that, New 
York, and built a log cabin just off 
Saginaw north of Oneida Center. 

http://www.miegs.org
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Rod Weaver has been working with ECGS to scan and restore some of the photographs in 
our collections.   

                  Various Photo Groups 
                           

 
 

 

 

 

 

These photos come 
from the P.651 
Collection. The 
people are 
unidentified and if 
you know who they 
are, please let us 
know by contacting 
us at 
ecgsnews@gmail.com

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com
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                                          Mulliken Cookbook 

 

  

 

 

 

Thanks Sue Thompson for sharing this with us! 

Zeda Welch 

Waneta Bosworth 

Leone Cove 

http://www.miegs.org
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                             Probate Packets 
The website is updated about once a month with the list of probate packets that have been 
scanned (www.miegs.org/Files/ProbatePacketScanned.pdf). There are now about 12,820 
names that are scanned and we are scanning the “P” probate packet folders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you believe there is a scanned probate packet you want to look at and you are a member, email us 
at  ecgsboard@gmail.com and request access to the file or files.  

 
         Join us on Tuesday afternoons when you can! 

Chris, Marcy, Pat, Phyllis 

Phyllis normally works on preparing the 

probate packets for scanning. This day, she 

is scanning because we are nine boxes ahead 

on the preparation of the boxes. Thanks 

Phyllis! 

Mike brings in 

books he has scanned 

since his last visit, and 

picks up more books  

to scan. He is scanning 

scrapbooks currently. 

He typically comes in 

and  trades every week 

http://www.miegs.org
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    The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group 
                           

 
 

Writers Group by Shirley Hodges 

We had a great day at the January Writer’s Group meeting.  Everyone is welcome at 
these meetings. We are hoping to help all individuals who are interested in preserving 
their family histories. If you have samples of your work, please bring them with you.    
We really enjoy seeing what the others have done.  If we can’t accomplish anything 
else, I hope we can help people realize that their stories really are important. 

We had some nice success stories with people getting projects done for the families 
for Christmas.     

Pat Campion was not able to be with us, but she had shared a book that she had 
finished with us at an earlier meeting.  She did a pictorial book of her first 18 years 
and wrote a narrative to go with it.  Pat plans on working on her life as an adult next. 

Judith St. King was new to the group.  She shared 
a novel, Incomplete Diary of Good and Evil with us 
that she had written.  It was published in time for 
Christmas.  The novel is fiction but is based on 
Judith’s background and her many years of living 
in the Traverse City area near the State Hospital.  
She has also written a series of family memories 
that she had posted on Facebook. This is a great 
idea of you have several family members involved.  
It is always interesting to see the others 
perceptions of the same events.  

Several people in the group had audio and film tapes converted to modern technology 
for their families for Christmas. 

http://www.miegs.org
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 The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group (continued) 
                 

 
 

Some time was spent during the meeting discussing our goals for next Christmas. 
  
   There is no more precious gift that you can give your loved ones than the stories of 
their families.  There are many ways these stories can be preserved and we encourage 
people to use the method they are most comfortable with.  Some ideas are: 

 Newsletters. One individual suggested making a book out of Christmas newsletters 
that had been sent out by the family over the years. 
 Time capsules. This could be a great treasure to leave for a grandchild. 
 Family organization or reunion books. 
 Posters. Great ideas for family celebrations or reunions. 
 A genetic family history, which identifies specific physical traits (eye color, height, 
weight, complexion). This can be very important to let others know of causes of death 
and family illnesses. 
 Family recipe collections. If you could include a picture of the ancestor along with 
their favorite recipe, it would be even more meaningful. 
 Heritage albums. More than a scrapbook; a heritage album is a record of the life of 
a family and includes photographs, documents, and so on. 
 A record of your findings and experiences as you begin with one ancestor and work 
backwards. You can choose whomever you wish to write about. 
 A collection of family traditions and their origins.  

 
You will make good progress if you follow a consistent schedule in creating your family 
history. Start now to write a family history, even if you only work on it for 20-30 
minutes a day. Those minutes—and the work you do—will add up over time, and you will 
accomplish a lot if you work regularly and consistently.  
 
Our next meeting will be February 11 from 10:00 – 12:00. 
Hope to see you there. Please feel free to invite anyone who you think might be 
interested. 

http://www.miegs.org
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                    School Records—From VF.014 
We have different school records that have been donated by various people over the years 
stored in our vertical files and the majority of these are included in our School Database.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.miegs.org


 

Page 15 

February 2017 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

 
 

 These are some photos from our P.642 collection. 

 

 

 

Charlotte Fire Department Photos 

http://www.miegs.org
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 H ow t o Cop e wit h a  S now d a y   

By Shirley Hodges 

The holidays are over, but we’re still smack dab in the middle 
of winter, and the cold weather is hitting some areas 
especially hard.   When you live “North of the Grits Line” you 
need to be prepared to have a few snow days.  If you find 
yourself snowed in during a blizzard, here are some fun ways 
to make the most of it. 

 

Sitting around the house and not knowing what to do is not only unproductive, it’s boring. 
The best way to get rid of boredom is to do something you’ve been putting off or to 
challenge yourself to do something you have never done before. There are plenty of 
things you can do when you’re bored. They could be wacky, weird, productive, creative or 
just fun! Here are some ideas on things to do on a boring day at home. 

 

Look through old family scrapbooks, yearbooks and photo books. Basically, indulge in 
nostalgia.   Make some notes as you go. You will discover that you have some great ideas 
for the family history you want to write. You can create your own scrap book.  It really 
can be fun and you can flaunt it later.  I encourage you to bring things like this to the 
writers group so others can get ideas on things to do. 

 

If you haven’t made a bucket list, think about doing so.  Make a list of 
things you want to do before you die. This may also include things that 
you want to do within a month or six months.    It is your list so you can 
put anything on it that you would like to accomplish. Go crazy with it. 

 

 

Make a collage out of old family pictures. Decide on a theme to use 
so your collage will be a great tool to bring back family memories. 

 

http://www.miegs.org
http://abcnews.go.com/US/major-winter-storm-hit-east-coast-weekend-expect/story?id=36398286
http://abcnews.go.com/US/major-winter-storm-hit-east-coast-weekend-expect/story?id=36398286
https://www.danielbranch.com/50-fun-things-to-do-online-when-youre-bored/
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 H ow t o Cop e wit h a  S now d a y   (cont inued ) 

Do some research on subjects that interest you.  You might want to learn more about the 
location where your ancestors lived. You can turn to the internet.  You can check out 
Wikipedia as they have great information.   When you can add information about the 
places your ancestor lived it will help you to understand why they did some of the things 
that they did during their lifetimes. 

 

One of the most productive things you can do is to review your notes and take another 
look at the documents that you have accumulated in the past.  You may have been working 
on a brick wall that you’ve been trying to break down.  You might already have the 
sledgehammer in your possession.  The notes and photocopies from prior research might 
not have seemed relevant when you originally did the research.  When you look at them 
with a fresh eye and factor in what you’ve learned since then, they can open up all sorts 
of possibilities.   A name or location that did not mean anything to you at that time can be 
quite relevant now. 

 

This might be the ideal time to explore the websites and catalogs of state historical 
societies, state archives, state and local genealogy societies, and the libraries in the 
areas where your ancestors lived.   You might find that all sorts of things have been 
added since the last time you checked them out. 

 

Whether the weather is frightful or delightful, you don’t need to feel stuck inside this 
winter.  We don’t get many opportunities to take a day off and use it how we wish, so if 
you’re snowed in with nothing to do, you might as well make the most of it—even if that 
just means kicking back and watching old I Love Lucy episodes for eight hours straight. 

http://www.miegs.org
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Obituary Book One 

Many obituary scrapbooks were put together by many volunteers over the past 25-
plus years and we thank them! 

http://www.miegs.org
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Obituary Book One (continued) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.miegs.org
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ECGS Scrapbook.1 

Most of the scrapbooks we have in our library have been indexed and people who are 
researching can find these when looking up names. However, it has just been this past 
year that these scrapbooks have been scanned. Here are a couple of pages from one 
of these scrapbooks.  

 

Many of these 
scrapbooks were 
created by 
dedicated 
volunteers from 
ECGS’s 25+ years 
of hard work! 
They worked 
diligently at 
putting together 
our wonderful 
library of 
materials!  

http://www.miegs.org
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ECGS Scrapbook.1 (continued) 

http://www.miegs.org
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 Send Us your stories! 

We would love to hear your stories.  If you would be willing to write a story 
for our newsletter it would be of interest to our other members. Here are some ideas: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tell us the story of your ancestors who came to Eaton 
County and when they came.  

Tell us the stories of your Civil War 
Ancestor, who either served or lived in 
Eaton Co.  If you haven’t submitted 
your paperwork application for the Civil 
War Ancestor Certificate, you might 
want to do that.  

Tell us the story of your ancestor who was a teacher in one 
of our early schools in Eaton County. 

Tell us the story of an ancestor who 
might have worked in one of the 
factories or businesses in Eaton County. 

Tell us the story of one of your ancestors 
from Eaton Co. who might have 
been a farmer in the early days.  It 
was the farmers who helped turn 
this land into a nation.   All the 
stories are important.   

Send your stories and pictures (if any) to 

ecgsnews@gmail.com. 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com
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Lyle French donated these newspaper clippings to ECGS from  a newspaper series on the 
origins, history, and meaning of girl's names series published in 1919 and 1920. They are 
stored in VF.470.  

 
Origins, History & Meanings of Female Names 

Doris Dorothy 

What’s In A Name? 

http://www.miegs.org
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This newsletter is created from information members have submit-

ted.   Anyone is welcome (and encouraged!) to submit Eaton 

County family history information or articles.  Please email these to ecgsnews@gmail.com 
and designate the information you would like included, such as your location and/or email ad-
dress.  Your submission must be signed.  Pictures are welcomed! 

While the newsletter is available for all to read from our ECGS web-
site, only members may post queries and member happenings. 

All digital newsletter issues will be available on our website with a target date of posting 
them on the 1st of each month.  See the www.miegs.org/Newsletters.shtml. 

Note: Some clipart used in our newsletter was provided by  MyCuteGraphics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every effort is made to present authentic material; the Eaton County Genealogical Society cannot be held responsible for 
the accuracy or the publishing rights of material furnished by contributors. 

Thanks to all of you who donate in any way to our Society!  Our Society is run by volun-
teers and is funded by donations and fund-raisers.   

Ways You Can Help to Volunteer at (or for) ECGS 

Please note:  We appreciate any help we receive!  We will never pressure you to help 
us!  We only ask if you have volunteered for room duty and you cannot make it, call 
(phone numbers provided) us and let us know to get coverage.    

Room Volunteers:  Room volunteers are here to help people who come in to research.  
While some of our room volunteers actually help do the research, this is not a re-
quirement.  The main tasks are to answer the phone and guide the researchers to 
our various areas they can research.   

Probate Packet Scanning:  This is an on-going project that meets regularly at the 
ECGS room to scan probate packets on Tuesday afternoons.  However, anyone can 
scan when the room is open. 

Indexing and/or proofreading at home:  Using scanned images, we can show you how 
to index and/or proofread at your own leisure at home. 

Mini Take-Home projects:  This is a brand new type of project we are trying.  People 
have taken home several projects and we will see how that goes. 

Special Projects:  Possibly set up an area in our room that will have special projects 
that you can work on when you come in.  Again… new idea to try!  More to come on 
this. 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Info
http://www.miegs.org/Newsletter.shtml
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Eaton County Genealogical Society Publications Order List 
P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337 Phone 517-543-8792 

     As of January 1, 2015 

 
 
 
 Shipping & Handling                                                                                                    Sub total ____________ 
 1-3 items - $2.20                                                                               MI res. Add 6% sales tax    ____________ 
 3-5 items - $3.30                                                                                       Shipping & Handling  ____________ 
 6 or more items - $6.60                                                                                                Total Due ____________ 
*** Note: Please add $2.50 for each "Burkhead-Green Funeral Home" book. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Send the above items to (please print) 

Name ____________________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________  

City ____________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ______________ 

 
Amount enclosed ______________________________ Check No. ____________________ 
(Please make checks payable to: Eaton County Genealogical Society) 

Item Cost per item Total Cost 

Cemeteries of Eaton County, MI:     

        Brookfield Twp., 41 pp., indexed  as of September 1991 $ 8.00   

        Chester Twp., 66 pp., indexed as of July 1990 $ 8.00   

        Roxand Twp., 86 pp., indexed as of January 1993 $10.00   

        Sunfield Twp., 44 pp., indexed as of April 1991 $10.00   

        Walton Twp., 119 pp., indexed as of March 1996 $10.00   

        Maple Hill Cemetery (Eaton Twp.), indexed as of 2009 $20.00   

        Kalamo Twp., 102 pp., indexed as of 2001 $18.00   

        Vermontville Twp., 122 pp., indexed as of 2001 $18.00   

Burkhead-Green Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI   
27 Mar, 1885 thru 29 Dec, 1947, 198 pp., indexed 

*** $18.00   

Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI    
18 Nov 1921 to 21 May 1932, 112 pp., indexed 

$18.00   

Naturalization Index for Eaton Co., MI 55 pp. $ 4.25   

Eaton County Quest, back issues, #1 through current available         
(please specify issue no.) 

$ 4.50   

Plat maps of Eaton County, MI, individual townships (please specify which townships).  
(Note: Shipping up to 16 townships count as one item.) 

    

    1860  Price is $.25 per Township  (Hamlin Twp. Not available)   $   .25   

    1873  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

    1895  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

    1913  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

 
Cemetery Symbols CD (see www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml for more information) 

 
$12.00 

  

Please note:  We plan to address publications in the next year and hopefully will be adding 
more to our selection.  Also, we plan to offer these through the website using PayPal. 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml

