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2017 Calendar 

Monthly Meetings: 

Wed Mar 15 General Meeting 

Wed Apr 19 General Meeting 

Wed May 17 General Meeting 

Wed Jun 21 General Meeting 

Wed Jul 19 General Meeting 

Wed Aug 16 General Meeting 

Wed Sep 20 General Meeting 

Wed Oct 18 General Meeting 

Wed Nov 8 General Meeting 

See our online Calendar of Events! 

Regular Projects: 

Each Tuesday noon—5pm: 
Probate Packet Scanning 

 

Phone: 517-543-8792 

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com 

Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am-
2pm 

CONTACT US 

Would you like to share your 
family history?  Would you like to 
place a query in our newsletter?  
Perhaps someone who reads our 
newsletter may know something 
about your ancestors! 

Submit your information to P.O 
Box mailing address above, or 
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com. 

Members 
2017 January Calendar 

General meetings will resume in 
March, 2017. 

Writing Group: Saturday, January 
14th, 10am-Noon 

Every Tuesday Afternoon: 
 Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-5) 

Officers Jan 1, 2017 through Dec 31, 2017 

President   Chuck Chamberlain 
Past-President  Bill Haines 
Vice President  Kent MacDonald 
Treasurer   Sher Brown 
Recording Secretary Judy Chamberlain 
Membership Secretary Dianna Emerson 
Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino 
Librarian   Sharlene Thuma 
Web Maintenance  Sherry Copenhaver 
Publicity   Joy Black 
Computer Chair  John Evans 
Council Delegate  Jim Collins 
Council Delegate  Jo Glasgow 
FGS Delegate  Gary Copenhaver 
Trustees: Liz Jones, Shirley Hodges, Becky 
Kendall 
 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Events.shtml
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter:%20
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter
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Membership:  Dianna Emerson 
 
Welcome to 2017!  Members and volunteers are important factors in the 
Society's success. Please renew or start a membership today. The password 
access to the Members Section of the ECGS will change on March 1, 2017. 
 
Two new members - Audrey Martini and Chris Larsen 
 
For 2017 there are a total of 10 members. The end of 2016 has 144 membership plus 20 
spouses for a total of 164. 
 
Check out the membership form on www.miegs.org.  

 Eaton County History Newspaper Project 
              By Marcy Cousino       

 

We received this wonderful note that validates our efforts we make working on this project. 
Thanks so much for taking the time to write and send your note! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

See our Newspaper Project website at www.echnp.org. 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/
http://www.echnp.org
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Phyllis Whidden- soft cover book: 1976 Robinson’s Charlotte, MI City 
Directory. 

 
Purcellville Library Advisory Board via N. Reaves- original Bible family record 

pages: taken from the George A. BROWN 1854 Family Bible.  Surnames: 
BUCKLIN, DONOVAN, WHEATON, KENT, KEECH, BERRY, and 
VANDERBUILT. 

 
Family of Joyce (Burlison) Bodell via Krystal Simpson- 2 Eatonian yearbooks, 

1927 & 1948 (Eaton Rapids High School). 
 
Susannah K. Fritzler- soft cover book: History of Sandusky County, Ohio 

1820-1889, by Henry Howe, publ. 1981, abt. 43 pp.; 1 packet of the 
OVERMYER family & 1  packet of the McDONALD & COVEY family 
(both contain photos, pedigree charts, etc.); 7.5”H x 9.625”W framed 
photo of the Francis M. & Belinda Overmyer family & their residence of 
622 W. Lawrence Ave., Charlotte, MI. 

 
Robert Phillips- 4 printouts: Descendants of James David PHILLIPS (2 pp.), 

….Gray Phillips (2 pp.), ….Robert Gray Phillips (1 p.), ….Robert Ryan Phillips 
(1 p.).  Other surnames: GRAY, SCOTT, RENTZ,  AND SEAMAN. 

 
Laura L. (Hill) Druker- four Vermontville High School yearbooks, 1952, 1953, 

1955, and 1957. 

 

Thanks to all!  We at ECGS appreciate all the donations that have been given to 
benefit our research library.  Happy 2017! 

Librarian:  Sharlene Thuma 

http://www.miegs.org
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               ECGS Vertical File VF-7 
                           

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.miegs.org
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               ECGS Vertical File VF-7 (continued) 

                           

 
 

 

 

 

 

http://www.miegs.org
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                  Pioneer Family Certificate 

                                                   Gary Copenhaver 
 
Bonnie Bennett sent in a Pioneer Family Certificate application for her 
ancestor Archelaus Thornton and ECGS was pleased to send out these to her 
She requested several copies for family members. 

 
 
.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see more information about the Pioneer Family Certificate process, see the 
Certificates section on  our website 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Centennial.shtml
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                  Various Photo Groups 

                           

 
 

 

 

 

 

These photos come from the P.651 
Collection. The people are 
unidentified and if you know who 
they are, please let us know by 
contacting us at 
ecgsnews@gmail.com. 

Rod Weaver has been working with ECGS to scan and restore some of the photographs in 
our collections.   

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com
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                                          Mulliken Cookbook 

 

  

 

 

 

Thanks Sue Thompson for sharing this with us! 

Dorothy M. Dankenbbring 

Arline Van De Velde 

http://www.miegs.org
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    The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group 
                           

 
At January's Writing Group on 14 January we will be discussing what 
we can do for our loved ones for next year. I know that some of you 
will have some success stories about things you gave for Christmas. 
Please plan on sharing them with us. HOPE TO SEE YOU THEN!!!! 

I really enjoy encouraging people to write their Family Stories.  I love this because we can 
help encourage the participants to save their family stories  Their stories are the only link 
the family may have to their past.  The stories may be lost if we don't collect and write 
them.  We write for future generations who may one day wonder about family traditions. 
You don't need to be rich or famous to have your life, your family or your friends 
remembered!   You can choose what you wish to write about.  You might decide that you want 
to preserve your memories, experiences, family history, creative works or anything that you 
choose to save.  

 
If you have been thinking of collecting family stories 
for your children and grandchildren, then this group is 
for you.  
 
Now is the time to write your life story ….we can help! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“And what, you ask, does writing teach us? First and foremost, it reminds us that we are 
alive and that it is a gift and a privilege, not a right.”  
― Ray Bradbury, Zen in the Art of Writing 
 
I have been successful probably because I have 
always realized that I knew nothing about writing 
and have merely tried to tell an interesting story 
entertainingly. 
– Edgar Rice Burroughs 
 
Exercise the writing muscle every day, even if it is 
only a letter, notes, a title list, a character sketch, a 
journal entry. Writers are like dancers, like athletes. 
Without that exercise, the muscles seize up. 
– Jane Yolen 
 
 “Unless we tell stories about ourselves, which is all 
that theater is, we're in deep trouble.”   
--Alan Rickman 

Writers Group by Shirley Hodges 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/1630.Ray_Bradbury
http://www.goodreads.com/work/quotes/2183601
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                             Probate Packets 
The website is updated about once a month with the list of probate packets that have been 
scanned (www.miegs.org/Files/ProbatePacketScanned.pdf).  There are now about 12,480 
names that are scanned and we are scanning the “P” probate packet folders. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you believe there is a scanned probate packet you want to look at and you are a member, email us 
at  ecgsboard@gmail.com and request access to the file or files.  

 
         Join us on Tuesday afternoons when you can! 

Welcome Back 

Janet! 

We had a 
Volunteer 
Drawing this 
month. And ——
-  Chris was the 
winner! 

Frank is working 
away, preparing 
a probate packet 
for scanning! 

Marcy 
draws the 
winning 
ticket! 

http://www.miegs.org
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These are some photos from our P.642 collection. 

 

 

 

Special Occasion Photos 

Special Occasions was 
in the Charlotte Plaza. 

Probably Between 

1983-1986. 

http://www.miegs.org
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At a couple of our meetings we have discussed some of ECGS’ history.     
I would like to share some of this with you. 

The Eaton County Genealogical Society began with an overwhelming response to an 
Everton's Genealogical Workshop in April of 1988, hosted by the Eaton County Histori-
cal Commission. The society held its first meeting May 18, 1988.  The Historical Commis-
sion, located in the Old Eaton County Courthouse, had accumulated many historical 
books and records.  They allowed the Society to use these books and provided a room in 
the Old Courthouse for housing these records and a space for research.  There were 
also a lot of documents and books that had been stored in various areas of the court-
house.  They were sorted, cataloged, and placed in the fireproof vault in the ground 
floor of the courthouse.   Many of our current members can remember working on these 
projects. 

Drouscella Halsey was elected the first president in January 1989.  

 

 

 
 

Back Row l to r; Mary Jean 
Baker, Nancy Jourdan, 
Debby Eddy, Bob Haight, 

Front row l to r; Drouscella 
Halsey, Joyce Liepens 

 

This a picture of one 
of the very early 
meetings of the 
society.    

http://www.miegs.org
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Our early members pitched in whenever and wherever we needed help.   We owe a 
lot to these early members. 

Betty Goostrey 

Nancy Jourdan,  

Barb Puffenbarger, 

Droucella Halsey  

Clarence 
Hodges  

Sandra Mick 
and Gary 
Copenhaver  

We have had a lot of seminars with nationally known speakers.  They were very well 
received and we enjoyed doing them.   Some of our speakers were: 

George Schweitzer  John Colletta  Fawne Stratford Davai  

http://www.miegs.org
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Without our worker bees, we would not be able to accomplish all the things that we 
do.  Everyone chips in and helps. 

For those of us who have been involved for a number of years, it brings us real joy 
when we can look back and see what the society has accomplished. If you would like to 
see more about the society’s history, let us know and we will share some more on the 
subject. 

Some of our other 
early presidents 
have been: 

Phyllis Widden  

Barb and Steve Smith  Sharlene Thuma  

Jan Sedore, 
Sherry 
Copenhaver, 
Shirley 
Hodges  

Vicki Dukes  Sue Polhamus  Shirley Hodges  

Jeff Warren  

Sher Brown, 
Pres. with 
Mary Jane 
Baker  

http://www.miegs.org
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Lyle French donated these newspaper clippings to ECGS from  a newspaper series on the 
origins, history, and meaning of girl's names series published in 1919 and 1920, They are 
stored in VF.470.  

 
Origins, History & Meanings of Female Names 

Cora Cynthia 

What’s In A Name? 

http://www.miegs.org
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Obituary Book—1890s and early 1900s 

This is an obituary scrapbook that Sheila Mott began putting together before her 
death and Judy Chamberlain completed it, including the index for the Index System. 

http://www.miegs.org
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Obituary Book—1890s and early 1900s (continued) 

http://www.miegs.org
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ECGS Scrapbook.26.v2 

Most of the scrapbooks we have in our library have been indexed and people who are 
researching can find these when looking up names. However, it has just been this past 
year that these scrapbooks have been scanned. Here are a couple of pages from one 
of these scrapbooks.  

 

Many of these scrapbooks 
were created by dedicated 
volunteers from ECGS’s 25+ 
years of hard work! They 
worked diligently at putting 
together our wonderful 
library of materials!  

http://www.miegs.org
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ECGS Scrapbook.26.v2 (continued) 

http://www.miegs.org
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This newsletter is created from information members have submit-

ted.   Anyone is welcome (and encouraged!) to submit Eaton 

County family history information or articles.  Please email these to ecgsnews@gmail.com 
and designate the information you would like included, such as your location and/or email ad-
dress.  Your submission must be signed.  Pictures are welcomed! 

While the newsletter is available for all to read from our ECGS web-
site, only members may post queries and member happenings. 

All digital newsletter issues will be available on our website with a target date of posting 
them on the 1st of each month.  See the www.miegs.org/Newsletters.shtml. 

Note: Some clipart used in our newsletter was provided by  MyCuteGraphics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every effort is made to present authentic material; the Eaton County Genealogical Society cannot be held responsible for 
the accuracy or the publishing rights of material furnished by contributors. 

Thanks to all of you who donate in any way to our Society!  Our Society is run by volun-
teers and is funded by donations and fund-raisers.   

Ways You Can Help to Volunteer at (or for) ECGS 

Please note:  We appreciate any help we receive!  We will never pressure you to help 
us!  We only ask if you have volunteered for room duty and you cannot make it, call 
(phone numbers provided) us and let us know to get coverage.    

Room Volunteers:  Room volunteers are here to help people who come in to research.  
While some of our room volunteers actually help do the research, this is not a re-
quirement.  The main tasks are to answer the phone and guide the researchers to 
our various areas they can research.   

Probate Packet Scanning:  This is an on-going project that meets regularly at the 
ECGS room to scan probate packets on Tuesday afternoons.  However, anyone can 
scan when the room is open. 

Indexing and/or proofreading at home:  Using scanned images, we can show you how 
to index and/or proofread at your own leisure at home. 

Mini Take-Home projects:  This is a brand new type of project we are trying.  People 
have taken home several projects and we will see how that goes. 

Special Projects:  Possibly set up an area in our room that will have special projects 
that you can work on when you come in.  Again… new idea to try!  More to come on 
this. 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Info
http://www.miegs.org/Newsletter.shtml
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Eaton County Genealogical Society Publications Order List 
P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337 Phone 517-543-8792 

     As of January 1, 2015 

 
 
 
 Shipping & Handling                                                                                                    Sub total ____________ 
 1-3 items - $2.20                                                                               MI res. Add 6% sales tax    ____________ 
 3-5 items - $3.30                                                                                       Shipping & Handling  ____________ 
 6 or more items - $6.60                                                                                                Total Due ____________ 
*** Note: Please add $2.50 for each "Burkhead-Green Funeral Home" book. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Send the above items to (please print) 

Name ____________________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________  

City ____________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ______________ 

 
Amount enclosed ______________________________ Check No. ____________________ 
(Please make checks payable to: Eaton County Genealogical Society) 

Item Cost per item Total Cost 

Cemeteries of Eaton County, MI:     

        Brookfield Twp., 41 pp., indexed  as of September 1991 $ 8.00   

        Chester Twp., 66 pp., indexed as of July 1990 $ 8.00   

        Roxand Twp., 86 pp., indexed as of January 1993 $10.00   

        Sunfield Twp., 44 pp., indexed as of April 1991 $10.00   

        Walton Twp., 119 pp., indexed as of March 1996 $10.00   

        Maple Hill Cemetery (Eaton Twp.), indexed as of 2009 $20.00   

        Kalamo Twp., 102 pp., indexed as of 2001 $18.00   

        Vermontville Twp., 122 pp., indexed as of 2001 $18.00   

Burkhead-Green Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI   
27 Mar, 1885 thru 29 Dec, 1947, 198 pp., indexed 

*** $18.00   

Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI    
18 Nov 1921 to 21 May 1932, 112 pp., indexed 

$18.00   

Naturalization Index for Eaton Co., MI 55 pp. $ 4.25   

Eaton County Quest, back issues, #1 through current available         
(please specify issue no.) 

$ 4.50   

Plat maps of Eaton County, MI, individual townships (please specify which townships).  
(Note: Shipping up to 16 townships count as one item.) 

    

    1860  Price is $.25 per Township  (Hamlin Twp. Not available)   $   .25   

    1873  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

    1895  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

    1913  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

 
Cemetery Symbols CD (see www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml for more information) 

 
$12.00 

  

Please note:  We plan to address publications in the next year and hopefully will be adding 
more to our selection.  Also, we plan to offer these through the website using PayPal. 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml

