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2016 December Calendar

General meetings will resume in
March, 2017.

Would you like to share your
family history? Would you like to
place a query in our newsletter?
Perhaps someone who reads our
newsletter may know something
about your ancestors!

Writing Group: Will resume in
2017.

Submit your information to P.O
Box mailing address above, or
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com.

Every Tuesday Afternoon:
Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-5)

No longer open on Saturdays.

2016 Calendar

Officers Jan 1, 2016 through Dec 31, 2016

Monthly Meetings:

President
Past-President
Vice President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Membership Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Librarian
Web Maintenance
Publicity
Computer Chair
Council Delegate

Wed Mar 16 General Meeting
Wed Apr 20 General Meeting
Wed May 18 General Meeting
Wed Jun 15 General Meeting
Wed Jul 20 General Meeting
Wed Aug 17 General Meeting
Wed Sep 21 General Meeting
Wed Oct 19 General Meeting

Chuck Chamberlain
Bill Haines
Kent MacDonald
Sher Brown
Jan Shepler
Dianna Emerson
Marcy Cousino
Sharlene Thuma
Sherry Copenhaver
Joy Black
John Evans
Jim Collins

Wed Nov 9 General Meeting

CONTACT US

See our online Calendar of Events!
Regular Projects:

Phone: 517-543-8792

Each Tuesday noon—5pm:
Probate Packet Scanning

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com
Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am2pm
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Chuck Chamberlain

Well, it has been quite a year. There have been 2 meetings working on tips
and tricks for both Family Search and Ancestry.com. We have had a potluck
which was great.
The pre-meeting socials have worked out fabulously, membership is up, the newspaper micro
film digitizing is working well, and in general we’re in pretty good shape.
We have purchased a new copier, added fiber optics for the telephone and computers,
purchased a new WI-FI router, added some new scanners and we are still in the black.
The Frontier Days bake sale went well. Though the weather wasn’t the best, people came in
to get out of the rain and decided to buy some goodies.
The bus trip to Allen County Public Library was full and thanks to Shirley Hodges, Liz Jones
and Judy Chamberlain for all of their efforts.
Sadly, we had to say goodbye to our Recording Secretary Jan Shepler who moved to Florida
in September.
I want to thank everyone who participated in the different aspects of our genealogical
society and in particular Sherry Copenhaver for all the work she has done organizing and
publishing our monthly newsletter. Sherry has done a great job and it looks wonderful.
Other societies may be looking at our newsletter and wonder if they could do something
similar.
I probably have overlooked some things in this recap but I am truly grateful for a great
year.
Charles Chamberlain, President

$3,392.10
$2,219.25
$3,275.38
$4,499.33
$1,250.00

checking
snack fund
undesignated donations
CD
Pay Pal

Sher Brown, Treasurer
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Dianna Emerson

Greetings! I will start right off wishing everyone happiness this Holiday
Season and throughout the coming year! 2017 is rapidly approaching and
time does fly when you are having fun. My husband and I have met many
new people in 2016 through the Eaton County Genealogy Society. Both of
us enjoyed spending all day Friday and Sunday helping out with the
Frontier Bake Sale fundraiser.
I am gearing up to pester folks in a friendly manner to renew their ECGS memberships
for 2017. Plus, we are always eager to accept brand new members into the Society.
The membership dues are $25 for a household or $20 if you are an ECGS volunteer.

Our newest member is Dawn Goodman. Welcome Dawn!
The current membership is 145 (165 with spouses).
I hope to meet more of you in 2017!
Dianna Emerson
Check out the membership form on www.miegs.org.

Highlights from Board Meeting:

Judy Chamberlain

The ECGS Board met on November 9, 2016. Some of the items discussed
included:
 John Evans was purchasing a new WIFI router for the office. This
should make access to the Internet better.
 Ideas for speakers/programs for the general meetings; the possibility of doing a seminar
in the future; ideas for fund raisers. (If anyone has any ideas for programs, contact Kent
MacDonald.)
 Need to schedule another volunteer training session as well as an organization work day
for the office. (If anyone is interested in becoming a volunteer, please contact the office.)
 Sherry needs articles for the newsletter. She sends out a notice on the 20th of the
month to let people know these are needed. Anyone is welcome to submit articles. They don’t
have to be long ones.
 Kent MacDonald purchased the complete set of the “Discovering Your Roots” DVD’s by
John Colletta and has donated them to the Society. They are available in the office to be
checked out if you wish to view them. There is a possibility that some of them may also be
shown during the social time before the regular meetings next year.
 Most of the speakers provide handouts at the meetings. There have been requests for
copies of these, so we will come up with a way to provide extra copies of them or a digital
file that can be printed when someone requests them.
The next Board meeting will be December 7, 2016, at 6:30 p.m. Anyone is welcome to attend
these meetings.
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2016 B us Trip
By Shirley Hodges
One of the highlights of the year is the annual bus trip to the Allen
County Public Library in Ft. Wayne, IN. We have conducted this trip for
many years and some of the individuals who participate have gone every
year. We all look forward to breaking through some brick walls and
sharing time with our genealogy friends.

We started our research day with a tour of the
library. It was very helpful especially for
those who had not been to the library before.

John Evans—Always nice to find the items that really add to our family
stories.

I was getting nowhere on my research until I began to look for my mother
and other family members in old newspapers. Here is what I found:
Death notice of my maternal grandmother in 1938.
Front page of the newspaper from the place of my birth on the day of my birth.
Death notice of one of my maternal Aunts in 1968.
Death notice of my maternal grandfather in 1962.
My mother and one of her sisters were "entertained" at a friend's house.
My birth announcement in an Indiana newspaper. I was not born in Indiana. This was totally
unexpected but believable because of my Aunts.
My mother released from a hospital. She was very sick to the point where she was in the
hospital.
My mother and her youngest sister in a children's Christmas program.
My mother's wedding announcement.
My mother, one of her sisters, and a cousin at a relative's house for a party.
My mother and other family at a meeting about mission work.
A family dinner celebrating the fortieth wedding anniversary of family which my mother and
other family attended.
My mother at a Christmas party held at a cousin's home.
Article about Mom's wedding which took place in Lansing but the article was published in her
home town paper in Indiana.
Several newspaper articles about family reunions throughout the years. I plan to gather
more to use for our 100th family reunion on my mother's side of the family that will be held
in August of 2017.
What a bonanza! I wish I had started looking at these newspapers at the beginning of our
day at ACPL.
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2016 B us Trip , cont inued
Cheryl Lariviere
Thank you so much for putting on this bus trip and for doing great
marketing so that I found out about it. I really did enjoy it very much. The day seemed to
go by way too fast. Since this was my first research trip and I really had not been on
Ancestry yet, I spent a little time with that and was able to find documents to confirm some
of the information I had gotten from relatives. The books that I thought might have given
me more info were not as helpful as I thought. I was not able to find my people in the parish
books that I thought they should be in. I will need to follow up on that in the future.
My other goal of meeting friends was met. I found some new friends, saw some faces that I
recognized from events I had been to in the past and met up with Mary Ann who I had seen
many times at the Historic Society conferences. All in all, it was a very good day

Shirley Hodges
I found a letter that Theobald Anthes, my daughters’
great grandfather wrote in France in 1870. There
was a copy of the original in French and also the English translation.
There was a copy of the original document with the last page with his
signature. My daughters and their cousins were very pleased with this
find.
.
I want to thank Sher Brown. Liz Jones, and Judy Chamberlain for all the work they did for
preparation for the trip. Also really appreciate John Evans who turned out to be our official
photographer for the day.

The staff at ACPL found an iPad charging cord Saturday evening. If anyone lost their
charging cord please let me know.
If you have a story we would love to have you share it with us.
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2016 B us Trip , cont inued
The Bus!

Thanks for the
pictures John!

Folks are getting
tips on how to use
the library for
research!

Allen County
Public Library
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National Archives Virtual Genealogy Fair 2016
An email forwarded from Kathy (Cook) Alsina to ECGS:

National Archives had an online genealogical fair with presentations on YouTube. All hand
outs and videos are available for viewing online and will remain available for free. This year's
sessions can be found at:

https://www.archives.gov/calendar/genealogy-fair

On October 26 & 27, 2016 (Wednesday & Thursday), the National Archives hosted a twoday, virtual Genealogy Fair via webcast. Viewers had the opportunity to participate with the
presenters and other family historians during the live event on YouTube. You can watch the
sessions and download the materials at your convenience. Registration was not required.

Originally presented on October 26th & 27th, 2016
Introduction to Genealogy at the National Archives by Claire Kluskens
The Best National Archives Records Genealogists Aren't Using by Lori Cox-Paul
National Archives Innovative Online Resources and Tools to Help with Your Genealogical Research
by Sarah Swanson and Kelly Osborn
You too can be a Citizen Archivist! Getting the most out of the National Archives Catalog by Suzanne
Isaacs and Meredith Doviak
Department of State Records for Genealogical Research by David Pfeiffer
Grave Yards and Genealogy: American Battle Monuments Commission by Ryan Bass

Nonpopulation Census: Agriculture, Manufacturing, and Social Statistics by Claire Kluskens
The Morning After – Changes as Reflected in Morning Reports (Army and Air Force) by Theresa Fitzgerald
The Iwo Jima Flag Raisers – Chaos, Controversy and World War II Marine Corps Personnel Records
by Bryan K. McGraw
What's New in the Lou: A Look at the Latest Accessions at the National Archives at St. Louis by David Hardin
Faces of the National Park Service by Cara L. Moore
Closing Remarks by Acting Executive for Research Services Ann Cummings
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Our November General Meeting - Elections
Thank you Sue, for submitting the slate of officers and conducting the
election for 2017. Here are the 2017 Officers!
President—Chuck
Chamberlain

Vice-President
Kent MacDonald

Treasurer—
Sher Brown

Recording Secretary
Judy Chamberlain

Membership Secretary
Dianna Emerson

Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino

Librarian Sharlene Thuma

Web Maintenance—
Sherry Copenhaver

Publicity Joy Black

Computer Chair—
John Evans

Council Delegate—
Jim Collins &
Jo Glasgow

Historian—
Marijo Wakley

Trustee—
Liz Jones

Trustee—
Shirley Hodges

Trustee—
Becky Kendall

Page 8

December 2016

e-aton genews

www.miegs.org

Our November General Meeting
Chuck welcomed Jeff Mason, who gave a wonderful
presentation on Pennsylvania research, especially
Lancaster and York counties.

Thanks for the
refreshments
Judy!

Jeff reminded us
that https://
www.mapofus.org/
shows us the
historical maps
where our
ancestors lived.

Sherry was presented a card & cake
because she is coming off the board
after a number of years.
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Clarence’s Surprise Birthday Party!
Some of the genealogy
gang attended the surprise
birthday potluck party for
Clarence on November 14th
and the Marshall VFW Hall
was full of well-wishers!

Happy Birthday to
a very special man,
from your
genealogy friends!
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Eaton County History Newspaper Project
By Marcy Cousino

What’s New with The Eaton County History Newspaper Project?
We have great news this month. We will receive $6000 in 2017 from The Capital Region
Community Foundation! This money will go a long way to bring us to our goal. I would like to
thank the many people that helped me with writing this grant proposal, especially Mona
Ellard who shared her grant writing experience and insights. Thank you Mona. Also I would
like to thank Jim Oliver, Charlotte Library Director; Tom Moore, Delta Township Adult
Services Librarian; and Nikki Magie, Olivet College Archivist for their persuasive letters of
support for the grant. I also would like to thank Julie Kimmer from Courthouse Square and
the entire CSA board for their support which has allowed us to apply for this grant. Kuddos
Everyone!
Also in 2017, Eaton County Genealogy Society will give $1000 toward the newspaper
digitization project. Many thanks to members past and present who have supported ECGS
over many years. We all hope this newspaper project will give you all a new angle of research
on your Eaton County relatives.

So, what’s next? We will be contacting the Library of Michigan to order some Eaton County
newspaper microfilm. This is to replace 55 reels of damaged microfilm. The first order of
microfilm will be newspapers published before 1923 or thereabouts. Newspapers published
before 1923 are not restricted by copyright law. We would like to purchase newspapers
published after 1923 also, so we will need to contact the copyright holders for permission.
The Library of Michigan will give us this contact information. I will keep you up to date as
things develop.
Most recently we have digitized 12 more reels of a mixture of “The Eaton Rapids Journal”
and “The Olivet Optic”. That brings the total number of reels finished to 83 out of about
195. Next we have decided to start on “The Vermontville Echo” and “The Maple Valley
News”. There are 36 reels to digitize from those newspapers. That will keep us busy for
awhile.
Wishing all of you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year.

Marcy
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Eaton County History Newspaper Project (continued)
By Marcy Cousino

Marcy, Sue & Sherry attended the Charlotte Lions Club
celebration of 75 Years of Service in 2016 November, held at
the 1885 Eaton County Courthouse.

The Newspaper project was one of the programs on the agenda. Sue spoke about the
importance of digitizing our Eaton County newspaper microfilms and Marcy followed up
with examples of various Lions Club newspaper clippings she found around the county
from the papers we have digitized at this point.

Immediately following our Eaton County History Newspaper Project presentation, the
Charlotte Lions Club surprised us with a generous donation!
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Eaton County History Newspaper Project (continued)
By Sherry Copenhaver

I am so excited that we have received the grant from Capital Region Community
Foundation and that it will allow us to complete quite a substantial part of this project! Marcy, Sue & I have met many times and put a lot of our time and some of our
own money into this project because we believe in it and we appreciate everyone who
has supported us so far! I would like to give thanks to the following people, organizations and businesses who have donated since the beginning of this project!
1

Eaton County Historical Commission Grant

2

Jill Sumbler from England

3

Livingston County Genealogical Society

4

Bellevue Historical Society

5

Country Colours (Eaton Rapids—Deb Malewski)

6

Kristine Clements

7

American Legion—Charlotte Post 42

8

Sons of the American Legion Post 42

9

Michigan’s Grand Army of the Republic Memorial Hall
and Museum, Eaton Rapids, Michigan

10

Doug & Dianna Emerson

11

Donna Dorgan

12

Potter Antiques (Tom Potter)

13

Walter Belcher

14

Sunfield Historical Society

15

Charlotte Lions Club

Note: At the ECGS meetings, we have been “passing the hat” and have collected
donations from people attending the meetings. Thank you for your support!
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Various Photo Groups
Rod Weaver has been working with ECGS to scan and restore some of the photographs in
our collections.

These photos come from
the P.651 Collection. The
people are unidentified
and if you know who they
are, please let us know
by contacting us at
ecgsnews@gmail.com.
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Exhibit at Courthouse Square Association Museum
Rod Weaver’s work, which includes photos from ECGS, will be on display at CSA from Nov, 2016 through Oct,
2017. ECGS will receive a copy of all of Rod’s work when he is completed with his projects.
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Volunteers Sought to work on ECGS Projects

ECGS would not exist if not for the countless hours and heartfelt dedication of those who
share our vision and see the value in coming together to share genealogy information.
Whether you have an hour, a day, or a lifetime of expertise to share, we welcome you to the
Society. There is no better way to meet new genealogy friends than volunteering at ECGS.
Our most visible volunteers are the friendly faces who keep our library open. ECGS is
grateful to the handful of library volunteers who manage to keep our facility open on
Tuesday through Thursday. It is a wonderful way to meet our patrons and members.
Sheila Mott was a very
active member for many
years, and held the office
of corresponding secretary
until her death.

Sheila was also a great
help when patrons came into
the office for help researching. In addition, she
indexed many, many books
from our ECGS library!

Our Probate Packet Scanning is an ongoing project. The volunteers meet regularly on
Tuesday afternoons at our library room as a group to scan. Someone is there from noon
- 5pm and anyone can come anytime during that time period. Once anyone knows what
they are doing, they can come in and scan any time the room is open. The group that
does meet on Tuesdays share a great fellowship time with various information passing
back and forth and lots of laughter. Please contact Sherry Copenhagen (via e-mail) at
scopenhaver123@gmail.com for more information. You do not have to come every
week. Any time that you can give to the project is greatly appreciated.
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Volunteers Sought to work on ECGS Projects
(continued)

Eaton County Business & Home Expo

We also like to have a booth at as many events
as we are able. It is a great way to get our
name out in the community and let people know
we have a great deal of material in our library
and we are very apt to have something about their ancestors if they are from Eaton
County!

We have some take-home projects available for people to take home and work on. These
are various types of projects, such as putting newspaper clippings on pages to make a
scrapbook or indexing a scrapbook already created.
We do not have monthly meetings in Dec. – Feb. but we will be working on a lot of different
projects. If you can help with these we would love to have you join us.

Some of our
current Room
Volunteers!

Marcy

Liz

Steve

Barb
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Mulliken Cookbook
Thanks Sue Thompson for sharing this with us!

Mrs. Mildred Campbell

Mrs. Pauline Cramer

Page 19

www.miegs.org

e-aton genews

December 2016

www.miegs.org

Probate Packets

The website is updated about once a month with the list of probate packets that have been
scanned (www.miegs.org/Files/ProbatePacketScanned.pdf). There are now about 12,480
names that are scanned and we are scanning the “P” probate packet folders.

Chris

Sue

We do have plenty of
room for more people
to scan and laugh
with! Please feel free
to give us a try!

Phyllis

Jim

Jim

Frank

Here are a couple of documents to show you from two of the probate packets we scanned
during the month.

This birth
certificate of
Florence Charlene
Parmelee is in the
probate packet of
Frank H. Parmelee.

A very common probate packet
contains the information for a
delayed birth certificate and
gives a great deal of information
about the person’s parents and
other people who know this
person. In this case, we have a
married name too!

Foy Olive
Parshall
Wells

If you believe there is a scanned probate packet you want to look at and you are a member, email us
at ecgsboard@gmail.com and request access to the file or files.

Join us on Tuesday afternoons when you can!
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Bellevue Photos
These are some photos from our

P.642

collection.

.

Page 21

www.miegs.org

December 2016

e-aton genews

www.miegs.org

The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group
.

Our Writing Group will resume in
January 2017! While this group is very
important to us, we just plain ran out of
Saturdays we could host the meeting!

Next Writing Group
Meeting is Saturday,
January 14, 2017!

In the meantime, Pat shared with us that she met her goal of completing her life
story, which covered from her birth to age 18, and she brought in the photo book
to show us.

Congratulations
Pat!

As you are spending time with your family this holiday season, take notes about your
family traditions, both now and even about your childhood past, and begin the process of
keeping memories alive for your kids, grandkids, nieces, nephews, etc. Perhaps you could
involve your family in some type of game that involves questions about past holiday
dinners and parties that will spark memories, then keep these together! You never know
what some people will remember that others don’t! Consider making one of your New
Year’s resolution to begin attending a Writer’s Group and write that first, or the next,
chapter of your life story! You will have many generations who follow you thanking you!
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Origins, History & Meanings of Female Names
Lyle French donated these newspaper clippings to ECGS from a newspaper series on the
origins, history, and meaning of girl's names series published in 1919 and 1920, They are
stored in VF.470.

Cecelia

Caroline

What’s In A Name?
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This newsletter is created from information members have submitted. Anyone is welcome (and encouraged!) to submit Eaton
County family history information or articles. Please email these to ecgsnews@gmail.com
and designate the information you would like included, such as your location and/or email address. Your submission must be signed. Pictures are welcomed!

While the newsletter is available for all to read from our ECGS website, only members may post queries and member happenings.
All digital newsletter issues will be available on our website with a target date of posting
them on the 1st of each month. See the www.miegs.org/Newsletters.shtml.
Note: Some clipart used in our newsletter was provided by MyCuteGraphics.

Ways You Can Help to Volunteer at (or for) ECGS
Please note: We appreciate any help we receive! We will never pressure you to help
us! We only ask if you have volunteered for room duty and you cannot make it, call
(phone numbers provided) us and let us know to get coverage.
Room Volunteers: Room volunteers are here to help people who come in to research.
While some of our room volunteers actually help do the research, this is not a requirement. The main tasks are to answer the phone and guide the researchers to
our various areas they can research.
Probate Packet Scanning: This is an on-going project that meets regularly at the
ECGS room to scan probate packets on Tuesday afternoons. However, anyone can
scan when the room is open.
Indexing and/or proofreading at home: Using scanned images, we can show you how
to index and/or proofread at your own leisure at home.
Mini Take-Home projects: This is a brand new type of project we are trying. People
have taken home several projects and we will see how that goes.
Special Projects: Possibly set up an area in our room that will have special projects
that you can work on when you come in. Again… new idea to try! More to come on
this.
Every effort is made to present authentic material; the Eaton County Genealogical Society cannot be held responsible for
the accuracy or the publishing rights of material furnished by contributors.

Thanks to all of you who donate in any way to our Society! Our Society is run by volunteers and is funded by donations and fund-raisers.
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Eaton County Genealogical Society Publications Order List
P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337 Phone 517-543-8792
As of January 1, 2015

Item

Cost per item

Total Cost

Cemeteries of Eaton County, MI:
Brookfield Twp., 41 pp., indexed as of September 1991

$ 8.00

Chester Twp., 66 pp., indexed as of July 1990

$ 8.00

Roxand Twp., 86 pp., indexed as of January 1993

$10.00

Sunfield Twp., 44 pp., indexed as of April 1991

$10.00

Walton Twp., 119 pp., indexed as of March 1996

$10.00

Maple Hill Cemetery (Eaton Twp.), indexed as of 2009

$20.00

Kalamo Twp., 102 pp., indexed as of 2001

$18.00

Vermontville Twp., 122 pp., indexed as of 2001

$18.00

Burkhead-Green Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI
27 Mar, 1885 thru 29 Dec, 1947, 198 pp., indexed

*** $18.00

Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI
18 Nov 1921 to 21 May 1932, 112 pp., indexed

$18.00

Naturalization Index for Eaton Co., MI 55 pp.

$ 4.25

Eaton County Quest, back issues, #1 through current available
(please specify issue no.)

$ 4.50

Plat maps of Eaton County, MI, individual townships (please specify which townships).
(Note: Shipping up to 16 townships count as one item.)
1860 Price is $.25 per Township (Hamlin Twp. Not available)

$ .25

1873 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

1895 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

1913 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

Cemetery Symbols CD (see www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml for more information)

$12.00

Shipping & Handling
Sub total ____________
1-3 items - $2.20
MI res. Add 6% sales tax ____________
3-5 items - $3.30
Shipping & Handling ____________
6 or more items - $6.60
Total Due ____________
*** Note: Please add $2.50 for each "Burkhead-Green Funeral Home" book.
.......................................................................................................
Send the above items to (please print)

Name ____________________________________________ Phone _____________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ______________
Amount enclosed ______________________________ Check No. ____________________
(Please make checks payable to: Eaton County Genealogical Society)

Please note: We plan to address publications in the next year and hopefully will be adding
more to our selection. Also, we plan to offer these through the website using PayPal.
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