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Members
Would you like to share your
family history? Would you like to
place a query in our newsletter?
Perhaps someone who reads our
newsletter may know something
about your ancestors!
Submit your information to P.O
Box mailing address above, or
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com.

www.miegs.org

2016 November Calendar
Wed November 9th 5:30pm—7pm: Social
Hour
Wed November 9th 7pm: General Meeting

Writing Group: Check Facebook
for whether group will meet.
Not open on Saturday for research.
Every Tuesday Afternoon:
Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-5)

2016 Calendar

Officers Jan 1, 2016 through Dec 31, 2016

Monthly Meetings:

President
Past-President
Vice President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Membership Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Librarian
Web Maintenance
Publicity
Computer Chair
Council Delegate

Wed Mar 16 General Meeting
Wed Apr 20 General Meeting
Wed May 18 General Meeting
Wed Jun 15 General Meeting
Wed Jul 20 General Meeting
Wed Aug 17 General Meeting
Wed Sep 21 General Meeting
Wed Oct 19 General Meeting

Chuck Chamberlain
Bill Haines
Kent MacDonald
Sher Brown
Jan Shepler
Dianna Emerson
Marcy Cousino
Sharlene Thuma
Sherry Copenhaver
Joy Black
John Evans
Jim Collins

Wed Nov 9 General Meeting

CONTACT US

See our online Calendar of Events!
Regular Projects:

Phone: 517-543-8792

Each Tuesday noon—5pm:
Probate Packet Scanning

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com
Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am2pm
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Membership:

Dianna Emerson
The ECGS welcomed Sandra Vealey from Charlotte as a new
member during the month of October. Sandra signed up with the Frontier
Days Special and her membership will carry through the year 2017. That
special membership offer is still available: Join now for the remainder of
2016 and the year of 2017. Check out the membership form
on www.miegs.org. The current membership is 144 (164 with spouses).

Librarian:

Sharlene Thuma

Courthouse Square Association- three County Normal books:
1) 1895-1920 Eaton County Commissioner’s record meetings
of the examination board and accounts; 2) 1909-1923
Eaton County Normal Training Class Records; 3) 1923-1933
Eaton County Normal Training Class Records.
Robert Phillips- Olivet College yearbooks: The Olive Leaf 1890; Olivetian
1922-1924, 1926, 1927, and 1931; The Oaks 1959, 1960, 1962, 1965,
1969. Also, Sigma Beta Sounding Board newsletter, vol. 1, no. 2, Spring
1965; Olivet College 82nd Commencement Exercises, June 7, 1942. Four
black and white 8” x 10” photos of Adelphie Alpha Pi Activities 1961,
Pledges 1961, and a large room with many chairs taken on July 28, 1959.
ECGS Project- scrapbook: Eaton Co. area newspaper clippings, July-August
2016, compiled by Phyllis Whidden.
Courthouse Square Association- two black and white photos: 1) 8”H x
10”W photo of the U.S.S. Nevada BB36 with another (3.25"H x
2.75"W) photo imposed at the upper left corner of a man in a Navy uniform standing and posing for the camera, dated 12/25/45(?), could be
Dick Johnson; 2) photo of Francis Hayes, Leonard Pratt & Dick Johnson
in Hawaii in 1943, all three dressed in a Navy uniform standing together
& posing for the camera.
Anonymous- book: New York Family History Research Guide and Gazetteer, by the NY Genealogical and Biographical Society, 2014, 839 pp.
ECGS Project- scrapbook: Maple Valley Schools newspaper clippings, May
2015 to April 2016, compiled by Phyllis Whidden.
Thanks to all for the donations! Our researchers will find them very valuable.
$4,322.59 Checking Account
$2,319.25

Snack Account

$4,499.33

CD

$3,210.78

Undesignated Donations

Sher Brown, Treasurer

$14,351.95 Total
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Our October General Meeting - Social Hour
Thanks again to Shirley for giving another photo slide show
and history presentation of our society during the social hour!
We all love to see the earliest right up to the latest photos,
and listen to Shirley’s memories from the very early days!
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Our October General Meeting
Kent showed a John
P. Colletta video,
“Discovering Your
Roots” for the
October program.

Sue Thompson, one of the three
members of the Nominating
Committee, read the slate of
officers for 2017.
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Our October General Meeting
A big “Thank You” to Kent MacDonald who presented a
very interesting program from John P. Colletta’s
Discovering Your Roots video series. This was the first
in a series of 15 videos in which Mr. Colletta explained
how to conduct interviews with “kin folks”. Mr. Colletta
is a very energetic speaker who captures your attention.
He whetted our appetite to view more of the videos,
especially when he was using an example from his own
interview with a family member, but didn’t tell the whole
story. He said he would include that in another session.
It was one of those end-of-the-season cliff hangers—you have to wait a while before
knowing what happened. Kent has purchased the entire set and will donate them to the
Society—once he has watched them all.
Shirley told us about some of Mr. Colletta’s books that are available in bookstores or
from your local library. These included They Came in Ships, Finding Italian Roots and
Only A Few Bones.
ANNOUNCEMENTS
Only four seats remaining for the bus trip to Fort Wayne.
Michigan Genealogical Council Fall Family History Event, November 12, 2016, 9 AM to 4
PM at the Michigan Library and History Center. Registration fee is $45 before November 6, 2016; $55 after that. Registrations can be done online at their website.

Sherry updated us on the status of the newspaper digitizing project. (See next page!)
Courthouse Square Association will be doing a digitized photography display beginning in
November 2016. They will be using a number of the photos from ECGS.
The November 9, 2016, meeting will include:
Approval of the 2017 proposed budget (copies provided for review)
Election of the 2017 slate of officers as presented by the nominating committee
Returning Officers:
President

Charles Chamberlain

Vice President

Kent MacDonald

Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino
Treasurer

Sher Brown

Membership Secretary

Dianna Emerson

New nominees:
Recording Secretary

Judy Chamberlain

Trustee

Becky Kendall

Historian

Marijo Wakley

Thank you to Liz and Vernon Jones for the delicious refreshments.
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Eaton County History Newspaper Project
By Marcy Cousino

What’s new with the Eaton County History Newspaper Project?
The latest batch of Eaton County newspapers on microfilm that has been digitized is 14
reels from “The Eaton Rapids Journal” ranging from a few in 1865 up to the late 1920s.
One thing that should be noted about small town papers. These papers covered small
neighborhood news sometimes quite distant from the town that the paper originated from
AND not necessarily in Eaton County. For example, “The Eaton Rapids Journal” covered in
various time periods: East Hamlin, Tompkins, West Aurelius, Dimondale, Onondaga, Duck
Lake, West Hamlin, Millet, Charlesworth, Lansing Road, Arland, East Springport, Montgomery Corners, Winfield, Leslie, Eaton (Township) and other areas. I notice that in the
1920s, some of the neighborhood news have a bi-line for the reporter so we know who is
gathering the local news. Maybe this reporter is connected to your family.
I have done research on Eaton Rapids early resident Calvin Hale before so I decided to
search the Eaton Rapids Journal to see what came up on him. First I found the obituary
of his wife in great detail. I found several references to the Calvin Hale farm; such as
who lives there now or bought it etc. It seems like it is common to find phrases like that
as we research. Calvin Hale’s name is immortalized by having owned a farm in the area, but
what happened to him? Another click on my search states that “Calvin Hale of Orange,
California would rather part with his money than go without his Journal for another day!”
Well, here he is, at least on this particular date in time.
Several years ago, I received a phone call from a young woman who was looking for some
information for her grandfather. She told me that his relative was arrested for having a
still and making moonshine. She thought there was a newspaper article in “The Bellevue
Gazette” sometime in the 1950s. At the time I sighed and tucked the note away thinking:
“That ain’t gonna happen…” Well, I am happy to report that I found a detailed article in
”The Bellevue Gazette” on the Moonshiner who lived in Assyria Township. I called the
grandfather, got his address and mailed it to him.
We have been very fortunate. A cousin of Sue Thompson loaned us many of those “Eaton
Rapids Journal” microfilms. That enabled us to digitize a better quality of film than we
have already in the county. We currently have finished 71 reels of 195 total. We still
need to purchase 55 reels because our available microfilm is in too poor condition to use.
These microfilm will cost $50 per reel. In mid-November we will hear if the Eaton County
History Newspaper Project will receive any grant money from The Capital Region Community Foundation. I am very hopeful. Still, even if we do receive some grant money, we will
need to raise just a little more. Sue, Sherry and I will continue to meet with service clubs
and individuals to raise the money we need. We ask that you consider a donation. Can you
donate something toward making this amazing resource available for all? To learn more,
please see our website: www.echnp.org
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ECGS Vertical File VF-5
This autograph book is in our ECGS Vertical File collection.
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ECGS Vertical File VF-5
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New Fans & New Vacuum for ECGS
We have two new large upright fans for our society that will be very welcome when the
rooms are warm! They are identical, so we probably didn’t need two pictures for the
newsletter! Even though it is no longer summer, sometimes the room does become quite
warm in the winter while the heat in the old courthouse gets used to wintertime and
before we get it adjusted for our room.

All of the vacuum
cleaners we have had
have been used and
while they worked for
a while, the last one we
had has not been
working for us for
quite some time
because it was
creating a lot of dust.
We have now
purchased a new
vacuum to remove dust
and dirt rather than
creating it!
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Various Photo Groups
Rod Weaver has been working with ECGS to scan and restore some of the photographs in
our collections. His work will be featured as the next Courthouse Square Association
Museum exhibit, which will include not only some of our collection of photos, but other
collections from around Eaton County.

Charlotte, Michigan—1890
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My Nephew Is Interested In Genealogy
By Sherry Copenhaver
We have been in possession of some family papers from my dad’s side
of the family for quite some time and Dad has studied these papers,
which document some of our ancestor’s journeys eventually into
Michigan. One of these papers begins by saying we are descendants of
Peter Brown(e), from the Mayflower. My dad asked me a few weeks
ago to print him a list of all of the Mayflower passengers and
reminded me of this paper. Dad has become very interested in reading
everything I have about our family history.

We do not know who wrote this. However, we do know that Homer Nelson Brown was
born in Wisconsin and died in Battle Creek, Michigan. My paternal grandmother and her
parents, along with other family, ended up in Calhoun County. And of course, I ended up
in Eaton County. I also have five brothers who grew up in Eaton County and from one of
my younger brothers, who now lives a couple of hours away, I have a young 13 year old
nephew Jordan. Jordan was given a family tree school assignment a couple of years ago
and he contacted me about the information he didn’t know. However, I found out he has
been studying our ancestors ever since! I just became aware of this because my dad
told me he passed along the information I have been able to come up with for him along
to Jordan and Jordan was very excited about reading it. Dad heard him making
comments like “I was right!”

I think this is incredibly cool to have this 13-year-old young man
already so interested in genealogy! I can hardly wait to do some
genealogy jamming with Jordan!
Now—I just have to learn how to trace our ancestors back to Peter Brown!
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Mulliken Cookbook
Thanks Sue Thompson for sharing this with us!

Lula Vedder

Betty Putman

Viola Campbell
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Probate Packets

The website is updated about once a month or so with the list of probate packets that have
been scanned (www.miegs.org/Files/ProbatePacketScanned.pdf). There are now about 12,300
names that are scanned and we are scanning the “O” and “P” probate packet folders.
Phyllis found this awesome rock in her yard this last month when
she was doing some work around one of her trees. She has lived in
her house for over
When she saw this face on the other side,
34 years!
she said “This is ME in 10 years”! Then she
laughed her delightful laugh!
Oh
wait!
It’s
not a
rock!
It’s
wax—

and when she
discovered that, she
turned it over and she
found something that
surprised her!

Pat is preparing to
scan—when Sherry
asks her to stand
for just a minute
for a picture!

Chris, and his son
James, who is home
after some ‘traveling
the world’ joined us
for scanning!

Sherry found this ribbon one
day scanning. And it really
was a ribbon when she turned
it over!
Tee-hee!

If you believe there is a scanned probate packet you want to look at and you are a member, email us
at ecgsboard@gmail.com and request access to the file or files.

Join us on Tuesday afternoons when you can!
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Businesses from our Past, Charlotte
These are some photos from our

P.642

collection.

.
Tom Baker

Loose Knit
Yarns—79
Cents

Paul H. Callender Company.
Traffic Signs
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Origins, History & Meanings of Female Names
Lyle French donated these newspaper clippings to ECGS from a newspaper series on the
origins, history, and meaning of girl's names series published in 1919 and 1920, They are
stored in VF.470.

Cecelia

Caroline

What’s In A Name?
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This newsletter is created from information members have submitted. Anyone is welcome (and encouraged!) to submit Eaton
County family history information or articles. Please email these to ecgsnews@gmail.com
and designate the information you would like included, such as your location and/or email address. Your submission must be signed. Pictures are welcomed!

While the newsletter is available for all to read from our ECGS website, only members may post queries and member happenings.
All digital newsletter issues will be available on our website with a target date of posting
them on the 1st of each month. See the www.miegs.org/Newsletters.shtml.
Note: Some clipart used in our newsletter was provided by MyCuteGraphics.

Ways You Can Help to Volunteer at (or for) ECGS
Please note: We appreciate any help we receive! We will never pressure you to help
us! We only ask if you have volunteered for room duty and you cannot make it, call
(phone numbers provided) us and let us know to get coverage.
Room Volunteers: Room volunteers are here to help people who come in to research.
While some of our room volunteers actually help do the research, this is not a requirement. The main tasks are to answer the phone and guide the researchers to
our various areas they can research.
Probate Packet Scanning: This is an on-going project that meets regularly at the
ECGS room to scan probate packets on Tuesday afternoons. However, anyone can
scan when the room is open.
Indexing and/or proofreading at home: Using scanned images, we can show you how
to index and/or proofread at your own leisure at home.
Mini Take-Home projects: This is a brand new type of project we are trying. People
have taken home several projects and we will see how that goes.
Special Projects: Possibly set up an area in our room that will have special projects
that you can work on when you come in. Again… new idea to try! More to come on
this.
Every effort is made to present authentic material; the Eaton County Genealogical Society cannot be held responsible for
the accuracy or the publishing rights of material furnished by contributors.

Thanks to all of you who donate in any way to our Society! Our Society is run by volunteers and is funded by donations and fund-raisers.
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Eaton County Genealogical Society Publications Order List
P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337 Phone 517-543-8792
As of January 1, 2015

Item

Cost per item

Total Cost

Cemeteries of Eaton County, MI:
Brookfield Twp., 41 pp., indexed as of September 1991

$ 8.00

Chester Twp., 66 pp., indexed as of July 1990

$ 8.00

Roxand Twp., 86 pp., indexed as of January 1993

$10.00

Sunfield Twp., 44 pp., indexed as of April 1991

$10.00

Walton Twp., 119 pp., indexed as of March 1996

$10.00

Maple Hill Cemetery (Eaton Twp.), indexed as of 2009

$20.00

Kalamo Twp., 102 pp., indexed as of 2001

$18.00

Vermontville Twp., 122 pp., indexed as of 2001

$18.00

Burkhead-Green Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI
27 Mar, 1885 thru 29 Dec, 1947, 198 pp., indexed

*** $18.00

Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI
18 Nov 1921 to 21 May 1932, 112 pp., indexed

$18.00

Naturalization Index for Eaton Co., MI 55 pp.

$ 4.25

Eaton County Quest, back issues, #1 through current available
(please specify issue no.)

$ 4.50

Plat maps of Eaton County, MI, individual townships (please specify which townships).
(Note: Shipping up to 16 townships count as one item.)
1860 Price is $.25 per Township (Hamlin Twp. Not available)

$ .25

1873 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

1895 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

1913 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

Cemetery Symbols CD (see www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml for more information)

$12.00

Shipping & Handling
Sub total ____________
1-3 items - $2.20
MI res. Add 6% sales tax ____________
3-5 items - $3.30
Shipping & Handling ____________
6 or more items - $6.60
Total Due ____________
*** Note: Please add $2.50 for each "Burkhead-Green Funeral Home" book.
.......................................................................................................
Send the above items to (please print)

Name ____________________________________________ Phone _____________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ______________
Amount enclosed ______________________________ Check No. ____________________
(Please make checks payable to: Eaton County Genealogical Society)

Please note: We plan to address publications in the next year and hopefully will be adding
more to our selection. Also, we plan to offer these through the website using PayPal.
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