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Members
Would you like to share your
family history? Would you like to
place a query in our newsletter?
Perhaps someone who reads our
newsletter may know something
about your ancestors!
Submit your information to P.O
Box mailing address above, or
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com.

www.miegs.org

2016 June Calendar
Sat June 11 10:00am—Noon: Writing Group
Wed Jun 15 5:30pm—7pm: Social Hour (Feel
free to bring sack supper.)
Wed Jun 15 7:00pm: General Meeting

Sat June 25th 10am—2pm: Open
for research.
Every Tuesday Afternoon:
Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-5)

2016 Calendar

Officers Jan 1, 2016 through Dec 31, 2016

Monthly Meetings:

President
Past-President
Vice President
Treasurer
Recording Secretary
Membership Secretary
Corresponding Secretary
Librarian
Web Maintenance
Publicity
Computer Chair

Wed Mar 16 General Meeting
Wed Apr 20 General Meeting
Wed May 18 General Meeting
Wed Jun 15 General Meeting
Wed Jul 20 General Meeting
Wed Aug 17 General Meeting
Wed Sep 21 General Meeting
Wed Oct 19 General Meeting
Wed Nov 9 General Meeting

Chuck Chamberlain
Bill Haines
Kent MacDonald
Sher Brown
Jan Shepler
Dianna Emerson
Marcy Cousino
Sharlene Thuma
Sherry Copenhaver
Joy Black
John Evans

CONTACT US

See our online Calendar of Events!
Regular Projects:

Phone: 517-543-8792

Each Tuesday noon—5pm:
Probate Packet Scanning

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com
Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am2pm
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Officer & Committee Reports

President:

Chuck Chamberlain

Hi everyone, summer is beginning and ECGS is in full swing.
Last month Gail Junion-Metz gave a wonderful presentation on Family
Search and Research Tips. The meeting was very well attended and
we’re very excited to help our members with the tools to expand
their own geneology.
This next month we will again have Jeff Mason making a presentation. His topic will be
“Breaking Through Brick Walls and Reawakening Dead Ends”. The last time Jeff was with
us he did a fantastic job discussing DNA. You will be in for a real treat as he is a master of
making genealogy research come alive.
Be sure to mark your calendars for June 15th and join us for an enjoyable
evening of sharing and education.

Trustee:

Liz Jones

Newsletter article ROOTSTECH 2016

Can't go to a conference? Need a free pep talk? Want to learn new
things?
Rootstech is a national conference sponsored by Family Search and
held annually in February in Salt Lake City. To get some benefits from
this conference at little or no cost, type Rootstech.org in your browser. When this is
activated, click on Rootstech 2016. The next screen shows all the sessions you can watch.
These are free to watch. One of the speakers is Amy Johnson Crow who is the main
speaker at the Abrams Seminar in July.

Another conference with some freebies is the Southern California Genealogical Societies
Jamboree in early June. They are live streaming about 15 sessions on June 3-5, 2016. To
watch these sessions, you must sign up before the conference starts. Be aware that the
times given are PDT, which is 3 hours different from EDT. These are all free. Check these
out at genealogyjamboree.com.
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Officer & Committee Reports

Membership:
New Members

Dianna Emerson

Bonnie Bennett and Gail Junion-Metz

See our Membership
page for 2016 membership dues and online application.

Eaton County Genealogical Society BAKE SALE FUNDRAISER – FRONTIER DAYS
Each year during Frontier Days in Charlotte, Michigan, the ECGS has a bake sale inside the
1885 Courthouse. This year’s sale will be held September 9, 10 and 11, 2016 (Friday 11-6,
Saturday 9-6, and Sunday Noon-5 or when all the items are sold). The money from this
annual fundraiser covers important expenses for the Society.
I spoke to the woman who has been the “baking machine” for the past several years and
she is going to cut back considerably on baking this year. She is still going to volunteer at
each of the three sale days because she enjoys the event so much. (She generally filled
two freezers full in preparation for the sale.) Therefore, the Eaton County Genealogical
Society needs volunteers to help out with providing items for this popular event in
Charlotte.
The master chef told me what items are popular sellers: Fudge,
peanut butter no bakes, chocolate with peanut butter no bakes,
brownies with or without nuts, cookies of all sorts, caramel corn,
cakes and pies. Coffee and pop are also sold. The bakery items and
candy, etc., are sold individually or as a plate full. I think I intend to
make some Key Lime pies as well as other items.
Please mark this important event on your calendar. We need three kinds of people to make
this successful – bakers, sellers and buyers – or be all three.
Dianna Emerson
ECGS

September 2016
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Social Hour

Shirley Hodges presented a wonderful photo montage of the history of our
society during the social hour. She had photos of some of the early
meetings, events, trips right up to our current probate packet scanning
project we currently do every Tuesday now. It was very fun and
interesting to hear what the society did in the past!
Druscilla Halsey, a
former president
and very active
member, visited
for a short time!
ECGS Photo History

Thank you Shirley for a

wonderful look back at
our society’s history! It
surely brought back
memories for some, and
was fun for others to
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This was a
great ending
to the
presentation:
You are the
key to the
success of
our society!
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Our May General Meeting
Gail Junion-Metz presented an excellent program on tips for using
Family Search! Even for many of us who use Family Search on a
regular basis, she introduced new techniques for searching and how
Family Search works.

Becky Kendall is
our new Greeter
and she is greeting Diane, from
the Ingham County Genealogical
Society, who is attending our
meeting for the first time.

Gail challenged us to write
five things we remember
from this in the next few
days. Here are some: Find &
Search. Merge option. Use
lower case when searching.
One common tree for all
people & unique identifier
for each. Standard dates &
places. Look at several
pages of results before
stopping.

WELCOME to
people who
of course,
comes on a

all of the new
came tonight and
to everyone who
regular basis!
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2016 Midwest Regional Meeting —
Towne Family, Cousins and Friends
On Saturday, July 30, 2016, in Sunfield, Michigan, at the Welch Museum, there will be a
special one day reunion primarily for descendants of William Towne and Joanna Blessing
Towne. This family is famous because three of their daughters were accused of being
witches in Old Salem Village (now Danvers), Massachusetts, in 1692. There are several Eaton
County people related to the Towne family. The event begins at 10 a.m. with Shirley Hodges
as the morning speaker and runs until 4:30 p.m. The museum is a wonderful venue and a
buffet lunch will be served. The cost is $19 per person.

Towne Family reunion July 30

Thanks to Jim Kendall for bringing this in!
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Eaton County History Newspaper Project
EXCITING NEW PROJECT!!!

Have you heard about the Eaton County History Newspaper Project?
Genealogists and historians alike have long struggled with finding information
trapped on the celluloid world of microfilm. How many fruitless hours have you spent in
front of a microfilm reader struggling to focus a rickety old machine? Wouldn’t it be beyond
amazing and wonderful to instead search all Eaton County’s microfilmed newspapers at once
at a computer screen? Imagine the treasures that await us!
Currently there are microfilmed newspapers for The Bellevue Gazette, The Olivet Optic and
a few other early Olivet newspapers, The Sunfield Sentinel, The Vermontville Echo, The
Maple Valley News and various Charlotte and Eaton County Newspapers that have been
microfilmed to varying dates in time. These newspapers are the focus of this project.
At the present time, The Grand Ledge Independent has been digitized and is now available
on the Grand Ledge Library website for all to enjoy. Potterville-Benton Township Library
and The Dorothy Hull—Windsor Township Library have both digitized their home town
newspapers. These are available to be viewed on site.
Although ours is a very ambitious goal, it is actually, in reality, an obtainable one. We have
found someone who has many years of experience in converting microfilm to digital for
optical character recognition searching. Not only that, he does this work as a hobby. He is
very happy to help us succeed in this project for a very reasonable compensation.
It is true that the better the quality of film, the better the searching capability. ECHNP
cofounders, Sue Thompson and Marcy Cousino are in the process of evaluating the available
county microfilm. At this time, we have determined that 31 reels of the Charlotte/Eaton
County microfilms will need to be replaced before digitizing. This was not a surprise. These
films are the oldest films in the county and they have had many years of hard use. They are
very scratched, dirty, faded, brittle and some are even torn into pieces. We also know that
12 reels of Olivet films will need to be purchased. Central Michigan University’s Clark
Library has these films and we have been unable to locate these reels locally to borrow
them. At $50 a reel, we can afford these! Although we have not examined all the other
films yet, we believe that they will be in very good shape because they are fairly new copies
found in infrequently used libraries.
How would we share these newspapers with the public? We would supply searchable pdfs to
all participating libraries and societies in Eaton County. We hope in the future to have them
hosted to a local website, but in the meantime, our amazing newspaper digitizer offers to
put Eaton County Historic Newspapers on the internet with the huge collection of
newspapers that he already has shared with the world.
As you can see, right now, your donations, big or small, can achieve great things for all of us.
Please consider a tax deductible donation to the Eaton County History Newspaper Project.
Thank you.

See www.echnp.org for more details!

Sherry Copenhaver Sue Thompson Marcy Cousino
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Memory Time With Drouscella
By Shirley Hodges

The Social hour was very special when D was able to stop by and chat for
a few minutes. D was our first President and has always been very
active. She was the editor of the Quest for several years.
I really enjoyed being able to introduce some of our
newer members to Dru. They seemed to enjoy
hearing about the past. They really enjoyed hearing about her election
as President. She said during the first meeting she left the room for a
few moments and when she came back in, they told her she had been
elected as President. I am sure this is true since over the years some
have stated that similar things have happened to them. Sher Brown has always claimed that
she came to a meeting on Cloud 9 because she had just bought a new computer. Somehow
she ended up with a position. Strange how those things happened.
When the society formed, our office was on the 2nd floor. When it was determined that we
needed more room we moved to the ground floor.
It was nice to talk with D about the seminars we have held in the past. We have had some of
the top speakers in the U.S. and Canada: Dr. George Schweitzer, John Colletta, Jean White,
Rick Roberts, and Fawne Stratford Devai. The highlight of my speaking career was being
able to share the stage with Dr. Schweitzer on the two occasions he did seminars for us. I
can honestly say that he is one of the finest human beings I have ever had the chance to
meet.
Dru was there in the early days when we first started working with the probate packets.
What a thrill to be able to share the news with her on the current probate packet scanning
project. I can remember being threatened with tar and feathering when I said it would be
nice if we could index all the names in the packets. Our current work crew is digitizing them
and they are already working on the M’s.
What a joy it was to let Dru know that we are trying our best to continue
the work that she and others started.

At
seminars.

Page 8

June 2016

e-aton genews

www.miegs.org

Eaton County Military Special Interest Group
While we have not resumed Military SIG meetings, we are still very interested in
honoring our veterans and collecting and sharing that information.
These photos were scanned from the Charlotte Community Library and the
originals are available there in the Michigan Room.
(Note: May not be military.)

Above: Back of photo.

An on-line Veteran Form is available for people to complete, for either themselves or
other veterans, and submit. The purpose of this form is to obtain information about veterans, such as when they served, and load the veteran into our Military Database.
If a printed Veteran Form is preferred, please click on the printed Veteran Form link, fill
out the form and mail to us. Feel free to share this form!

Visit our Military website at www.miegs.org/MilitarySIG.shtml.
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The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group
May Meeting
Shirley Hodges,
our fearless
leader!

We had a great time at our meeting! Shirley, Clarence, Cynthia, Dave & Nancy, Ramona,
Chris, Pat, John & Sherry attended. Some people brought things they have worked on or are
working on now, such as books and scrapbooks.
Shirley asked the question “If you had a fire, what would you grab?” She then showed us a
priceless scrapbook her family had made for her with their memories of her. We talked
about how it is not so important about how you write your memories; it is important that you
write them! Sherry uses a scrapbook method and more pictures than narrative to tell her
stories.. There is no right way or wrong way.
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Mulliken Cookbook
Thanks Sue Thompson for sharing this with us!
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Probate Packets

The website is updated about once a month or so with the list of probate packets that have
been scanned (www.miegs.org/Files/ProbatePacketScanned.pdf). There are now about 11,026
names that are scanned and we are scanning the “M” files.
Phyllis received
this sand rose
rock from her
son for Mother’s
Day. These are
naturally formed
in deserts.

Sue sorts most of the
boxes of packets back
into alphabetical order once they are all
scanned before we
take them back to
vault 3.

Chris and Becky helped
take five boxes of completed scanned probate packets back to vault 3. Thanks
Becky & Jim!

This has been the thickest
probate packet we have
had so far! It was for a
McNamara and this was
an inventory.

Jim stayed overtime one Tuesday
to finish a probate
packet. Thanks
Jim!

If you believe there is a scanned probate packet you want to look at and you are a member, email us
at ecgsboard@gmail.com and request access to the files.

The files are stored on the cloud and members may request a link to the cloud site. The pdf files are
stored alphabetically. (Note: While we are now scanning the M files, there are a few scat-

tered files that begin with later letters because of misfiled folders or requested scans.)

Join us on Tuesday afternoons when you can!
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The Wilson’s Research

Leonard & Mary Wilson have been visiting our library for several months to pour through the
Springport newspaper microfilms. Mary usually looks through the microfilm and Leonard
looks through our library books. Mary has found multiple articles and information about their
family members by scrolling through the microfilm, page by page! That certainly takes a lot of
patience! They often come 2 or 3 times a week.
Their family names are:
SINE—German
WALKER—Brookfield Twp.
TOWNS
BECK—Barry County
POWERS—Brookfield Twp.

John
Walker,
Rufus &
Clinton
Walker

Mary’s father is
Rufus Walker and
his father is
Charles Walker, and
his father is John

We have helped Mary
with other research. For
example, she did not
know where her parents
were married and we
found that they had
been married in
Charlotte. She was happy
to find that information!

Leonard & Mary are active members of the Duck Lake Genealogy Group.
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The Eaton County School Database Project
We always welcome school materials to add to the School Database! If you have
school information you would like to share, we can scan your items on Tuesday afternoons (noon-5pm) or you may contact us at ecgsschool@gmail.com to send your information
and/or to arrange a time to meet.
This month we have a 1927 Olivet Commencement Exercises Program that Courthouse Square
Association has in their museum and shared with us to scan for our records.

Eaton County Historical Commission Rural School Project

The Rural School of Eaton County book, with more than 300 pages and a computer
DVD of photos and stories may be purchased from the Eaton County Historical Commission by mailing a check (PO Box 411, Charlotte, MI 48813) or stopping by the Courthouse
Square Association. Contact them by email at csamuseum@yahoo.com or phone 517-5436999 for more information.
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A Few Businesses from the past
These are some photos from our P.642 collection.
.

Kurt Johnson at Gambles

Gambles
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Origins, History & Meanings of Female Names
Lyle French donated these newspaper clippings to ECGS from a newspaper series on the
origins, history, and meaning of girl's names series published in 1919 and 1920, They are
stored in VF.470. Since I am not sure in what order they were published, I will publish
the last of the four that had the by-line headings in this issue. There are a total of 63
names. The rest of the names will be published alphabetically.

Adele

Regina

What’s In A Name?
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Our Family Genealogies Section

Our research library contains a valuable section known as Family Genealogies. As time permits, we will scan the Family Genealogies and post excerpts
from them in the newsletter.
If you haven’t submitted your family genealogy to our library yet, you are welcome to do
so. This is so helpful to researchers that may be researching your family name!
Family Genealogy 900.HU.06—. The description is: Brown– A Good Place To Raise A Family. A
Biography of Peter Brown of Ohio and Michigan. 1847 to 1931. Published August 2006 By Peter Brown Reunion Committee. Donated by Chris Brown, May 2016.

Lawrence Rupert
Brown married
Bethel (Betty) C.
Root on the 4th of
July 1932.

Chris Brown &
Sue Thompson
are cousins.
This shows
the wedding
that connects
them..
Chris
Brown’s
family.
————>

Chris was part of the committee
that organized a reunion in 2006
that drew over 1,000 descendants of Peter Brown together.
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Free Research and Tips Links
These are a few of the many free websites that offer research and/or genealogy research
tips. Some. If not all, of these are most likely familiar to you. There is room for more to add
on the list. If you know of another one (or more), please email the information at
ecgsnews@gmail.com.
Amy Johnson
Crow
Ancestral
Findings
Canada Library &
Archives
Canadian Census
Castle Garden

Professionals Genealogy Services: Provides practical
advice and provides email newsletter.
Provides some free lookups and also provides email twiceweekly newsletter with genealogy tips and family fun.
Official archives of Canada, census records and more.

Chronicling
America

America's historic newspaper pages from 1836-1922. U.S.
Newspaper Directory of papers published 1690-present.

Cyndi’s List

Your free genealogy research site for more than 20 years.
330,000+ Links.
Genealogy photo archive.
Explore the vast database of 51 million+ passenger
records plus much more about Ellis Island.

Dead Fred
Ellis Island

Automated Genealogy: Indexes of Canadian census.
An educational project of The Battery Conservancy; 11
million immigrants from 1820 through 1892.

Family History
Daily

Free search to quickly locate documents on wide variety
of large research sites. (Note: Some could lead to a fee.)

Family Search

Nonprofit family history organization dedicated to
connecting families across generations.
Volunteers post photos and/or information of headstones
and people and cemeteries.
Transcribed census records from the UK.
Baptism, marriage & burial records from parish registers
of UK.
Historical newspapers from US and Canada.
Death record transcriptions from 1867-1890.
Google Newspapers archived.

Find A Grave
FreeCEN
FreeReg
Fulton History
Gendis
Google News
Archive
National Archives
RootsWeb
Seeking Michigan
US GenWeb
Project
WikiTree
World GenWeb
Project

U.S. Nation’s repository for historic documents such as
Military, land patents, photographs, etc.
Large genealogy community.
Death records/certificates from 1897-1952.
Resource directory by US State & County.
Enormous collaborative family tree.
Resources by country & region.
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Capital Area District Library Flyer
Please see our neighbor Capital Area District Library;s flyer about a four-day teaching camp for children 8-12
for learning genealogy. This sounds like a fantastic opportunity if you have a child that is interested!
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This newsletter is created from information members have submitted.

Anyone is welcome (and encouraged!) to submit

Eaton

County family history information or articles. Please email these to ecgsnews@gmail.com
and designate the information you would like included, such as your location and/or email address. Your submission must be signed. Pictures are welcomed!

While the newsletter is available for all to read from our ECGS website, only members may post queries and member happenings.
All digital newsletter issues will be available on our website with a target date of posting
them on the 1st of each month. See the www.miegs.org/Newsletters.shtml.
Note: Some clipart used in our newsletter was provided by MyCuteGraphics.

Ways You Can Help to Volunteer at (or for) ECGS
Please note: We appreciate any help we receive! We will never pressure you to help
us! We only ask if you have volunteered for room duty and you cannot make it, call
(phone numbers provided) us and let us know to get coverage.

Room Volunteers: Room volunteers are here to help people who come in to research.
While some of our room volunteers actually help do the research, this is not a requirement. The main tasks are to answer the phone and guide the researchers to
our various areas they can research.
Probate Packet Scanning: This is an on-going project that meets regularly at the
ECGS room to scan probate packets on Tuesday afternoons. However, anyone can
scan when the room is open.
Indexing and/or proofreading at home: Using scanned images, we can show you how
to index and/or proofread at your own leisure at home.
Mini Take-Home projects: This is a brand new type of project we are trying. People
have taken home several projects and we will see how that goes.
Special Projects: Possibly set up an area in our room that will have special projects
that you can work on when you come in. Again… new idea to try! More to come on
this.

Every effort is made to present authentic material; the Eaton County Genealogical Society cannot be held responsible for
the accuracy or the publishing rights of material furnished by contributors.

Thanks to all of you who donate in any way to our Society! Our Society is run by volunteers and is funded by donations and fund-raisers.
Page 20

e-aton genews

June 2016

www.miegs.org

Eaton County Genealogical Society Publications Order List
P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337 Phone 517-543-8792
As of January 1, 2015

Item

Cost per item

Total Cost

Cemeteries of Eaton County, MI:
Brookfield Twp., 41 pp., indexed as of September 1991

$ 8.00

Chester Twp., 66 pp., indexed as of July 1990

$ 8.00

Roxand Twp., 86 pp., indexed as of January 1993

$10.00

Sunfield Twp., 44 pp., indexed as of April 1991

$10.00

Walton Twp., 119 pp., indexed as of March 1996

$10.00

Maple Hill Cemetery (Eaton Twp.), indexed as of 2009

$20.00

Kalamo Twp., 102 pp., indexed as of 2001

$18.00

Vermontville Twp., 122 pp., indexed as of 2001

$18.00

Burkhead-Green Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI
27 Mar, 1885 thru 29 Dec, 1947, 198 pp., indexed

*** $18.00

Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI
18 Nov 1921 to 21 May 1932, 112 pp., indexed

$18.00

Naturalization Index for Eaton Co., MI 55 pp.

$ 4.25

Eaton County Quest, back issues, #1 through current available
(please specify issue no.)

$ 4.50

Plat maps of Eaton County, MI, individual townships (please specify which townships).
(Note: Shipping up to 16 townships count as one item.)
1860 Price is $.25 per Township (Hamlin Twp. Not available)

$ .25

1873 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

1895 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

1913 Price is $.25 per Township

$ .25

Cemetery Symbols CD (see www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml for more information)

$12.00

Shipping & Handling
Sub total ____________
1-3 items - $2.20
MI res. Add 6% sales tax ____________
3-5 items - $3.30
Shipping & Handling ____________
6 or more items - $6.60
Total Due ____________
*** Note: Please add $2.50 for each "Burkhead-Green Funeral Home" book.
.......................................................................................................
Send the above items to (please print)

Name ____________________________________________ Phone _____________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ______________
Amount enclosed ______________________________ Check No. ____________________
(Please make checks payable to: Eaton County Genealogical Society)

Please note: We plan to address publications in the next year and hopefully will be adding
more to our selection. Also, we plan to offer these through the website using PayPal.
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