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May 2016 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

2016 Calendar 

Monthly Meetings: 

Wed Mar 16 General Meeting 

Wed Apr 20 General Meeting 

Wed May 18 General Meeting 

Wed Jun 15 General Meeting 

Wed Jul 20 General Meeting 

Wed Aug 17 General Meeting 

Wed Sep 21 General Meeting 

Wed Oct 19 General Meeting 

Wed Nov 9 General Meeting 

See our online Calendar of Events! 

Regular Projects: 

Each Tuesday noon—5pm: 
Probate Packet Scanning 

 

Phone: 517-543-8792 

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com 

Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am-
2pm 

CONTACT US 

Officers Jan 1, 2016 through Dec 31, 2016 

President   Chuck Chamberlain 
Past-President  Bill Haines 
Vice President  Kent MacDonald 
Treasurer   Sher Brown 
Recording Secretary Jan Shepler 
Membership Secretary Dianna Emerson 
Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino 
Librarian   Sharlene Thuma 
Web Maintenance  Sherry Copenhaver 
Publicity   Joy Black 
Computer Chair  John Evans 

Would you like to share your 
family history?  Would you like to 
place a query in our newsletter?  
Perhaps someone who reads our 
newsletter may know something 
about your ancestors! 

Submit your information to P.O 
Box mailing address above, or 
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com. 

Members 
2016 May Calendar 

Sat May 11 10:00am—Noon: Writing Group 

Wed May 18 5:30pm—7pm: Social Hour (Feel 
free to bring sack supper.) 

Wed May 18 6pm: Genealogy Tips-Tricks 
presentation by Shirley Hodges 

 

Sat May 28th 10am—2pm: Open 
for research. 

Every Tuesday Afternoon: 
 Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-5) 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Events.shtml
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter:%20
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter


 

Page 2 

May 2016 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

Officer & Committee Reports 

 

Librarian:  Sharlene Thuma 
 
 

Sue Thompson- about 70 Family Tree Maker CDs; 
includes World Family Tree, Canadian Genealo-
gy, Military Records, U.S. Marriage Records, 
Southern Biographies and Genealogies, etc. 

 
Randal Tooker- 1910 Dow School Souvenir (color photocopies), 8 pp.; 1912 Ionia Co. Ru-

ral School Commencement (photocopies), 4 pp.; History of the DAVIS & HALLAWAY 
family, 1 page. 

 

Marcy Cousino- History of Bellevue: A recollection of John T. HAYT, newspaper clip-
pings published in the Charlotte Republican, May 1869; Reminis-
cences of Bellevue, by John F. HINMAN, newspaper clippings as 
published May 1869 in the Charlotte Republican; all compiled in a 
folder by Marcy, 25 pp. 

 

Thank you for donating to our library! 

 

Membership:  Dianna Emerson 
 
The ECGS welcomes one new member, Michael Ward Thompson, from the 
United Kingdom. There are currently 125 members compared to 130 in 
2015. I have counted 29 members who belong to the Eaton County Genea-
logical Society's Facebook page. A lot of folks do not engage in FB, but it 
is a great way to connect with different genealogy groups, i.e. surnames 
one might be interested in or any of the many groups and societies out 
there. 
 
I started a Facebook genealogy group in January 2014 and I currently have 874 members. 
Over the months I have developed several close friendships with distant cousins around 
the world and I have even met some of them. Just about a month ago in the ECGS office I 
met a member and told her about one of my relatives. She told me someone in the Sunfield 
Historical Society was descended from the same family. I immediately reached out to my 
new cousin and she is helping me set up an event at the Welch Museum in Sunfield for our 
distant family members. The results from a simple conversation 
can yield surprising results. And, if you are wondering, my FB 
closed group is Towne Cousins. I am a direct descendant of Mary 
Towne Estey, who died on September 22, 1692.  
 
 

See our Membership 
page for 2016 mem-
bership dues and on-
line application. 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Membership.shtml
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              Our April General Meeting 

 We had a wonderful April meeting with Shirley Hodges speaking about 
Genealogy and Computers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First, during 
our social hour, 
Shirley gave a 
presentation on 
genealogy tips 

Now Chuck is introduc-
ing Shirley for the main 
presentation. 

http://www.miegs.org
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  The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group 

  

 

 

 

 

ECGS Writers Group                                                  

 

 

We hope that you can join us for the Writers Group.  We will be meeting at the 1885 court-
house in downtown Charlotte.  Everyone is welcome to come and get and share ideas.  

I would like to encourage everyone to start thinking about writing your family history and 
giving it to someone that you love for a special occasion. The most precious gift that you 
could give to your loved ones is the gift of your memories. You can be sure that no one else 
will be giving them the same thing! Our memories really are our most cherished treasures. Be 
sure and share them with your family.  Everyone is welcome to come and get and share ideas. 
If you have something you have published please bring it along so others can see them.  

I would like to share the following with you so that you can understand better why we some-
times have problems with writing our stories.  We can also see some ways we can improve our 
success rate.  

 

 

 

 

 

See next page! 

May 14, 2016 

10:00 a.m. to noon   

by 
Shirley 
Gage 
Hodges 

http://www.miegs.org


 

Page 5 

May 2016 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

                  

  The ECGS Writing Special Interest Group 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.miegs.org
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    The Eaton County Home & Business Expo 

 We had a delightful time at the Expo.   Because we were able to share 
a table with Courthouse Square Association we were able to talk with a 
wide variety of individuals.   It was great to find individuals who were 
interested in preserving their family histories and others who shared 
the love for our wonderful 1885 Courthouse. 

 
We are really blessed to be involved in a community that is so support-
ive of their heritage. 
 
It was great to see so many people taking time out of their busy sched-
ules and coming to the Expo.  If you were not able to make it this year, 
we hope that we will see you at one of our functions in the future. 
 
Gary and Sherry Copenhaver organized the event and took care of get-
ting the booth set up.   Clarence and I were able to work at the table 
with them part of the time.  Chuck and Judy Chamberlain worked the 
crowd.   They visited with people and told them about our upcoming 
meeting.  
 

        Cheers! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.miegs.org
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            From our ECGS Vertical Files 

 Our Vertical Files are a collection of file folders that hold donations of items that folks do-
nate to us and can be just about anything from newspaper articles to school papers. This 
month, we are showing a Schedule of Fees, adopted by the Eaton County Medical Society, to 
take effect on December 15, 1917. (From VF.670 , originals donated to CSA in 2009 by Car-
olyn A. Anderson.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.miegs.org
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Eaton County Military Special Interest Group 

While we have not resumed Military SIG meetings, we are still very interested in 
honoring our veterans and collecting and sharing that information. 

These photos were submitted to the Military SIG by Jerry Zaikowski. The Bellevue, 
Michigan High School has a Military Hall Of Fame wall, and one of these photos is included in 
their display. 

 

 

An on-line Veteran Form is available for people to complete, for either themselves or 
other veterans, and submit.  The purpose of this form is to obtain information about vet-
erans, such as when they served, and load the veteran into our Military Database.   
If a printed Veteran Form is preferred, please click on the printed Veteran Form link, fill 
out the form and mail to us.  Feel free to share this form! 

Visit our Military website at www.miegs.org/MilitarySIG.shtml. 

http://www.miegs.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1WeHO2g7VMzO50KpVhIPimEebRH8Nou7SJjKfDuD84nU/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://www.miegs.org/00-Military/VeteranForm.pdf
http://www.miegs.org/MilitarySIG.shtml
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                                          Mulliken Cookbook 

 

  

 

 

 

Thanks Sue Thompson for sharing this with us! 

http://www.miegs.org
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                            Probate Packets 
The website is updated about once a month or so with the list of probate packets that have 
been scanned (www.miegs.org/Files/ProbatePacketScanned.pdf).  There are now about 10,386 
names that are scanned and we are scanning the “M” files. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you believe there is a scanned probate packet you want to look at and you are a member, email us 
at  ecgsboard@gmail.com and request access to the files.  

The files are stored on the cloud and members may request a link to the cloud site. The pdf files are 
stored alphabetically. (Note: While we are now scanning the M files, there are a few scat-
tered files that begin with later letters because of misfiled folders or requested scans.) 

         Join us on Tuesday afternoons when you can! 

Welcome Back Olga!! 

 

Steve & Sherry spilled out into the 
big room while they were working 
on Steve’s laptop on an Ingham 
County Genealogical Society pro-
ject. 

We had quite a few people come in 

one Tuesday! Lots of talking and 

laughter and work done! 

http://www.miegs.org
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      March Saturday Research 
We began opening on the fourth Saturday of the month for research and in 
March, Phyllis Evans came in to do some research on her Bennett family. She 
shared some of her photos with us for the newsletter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We decided to open on the fourth Saturday to coincide with 
the Charlotte Artisans Farmers Market being held in the 
courthouse during the winter. This has been very successful 
for them! 

March 30, 1899 
Wm. Bennett, 76 yrs 

Mrs. Jane Boyer, 61 yrs 

John Bennett, 66 yrs 

Mrs. Evelyn Crist, 55 yrs 

Cyrus Bennett, 76 yrs 

Mrs. Rachel Ford, 61 yrs 

Edmond Bennett, 58 yrs 

Mrs. Ary Burns, 68 Yrs 

Mrs. Elizabeth Haddix, 74 yrs 

 

Carrie Ary” (Bennett) 
Haddix born: 27 May 
1830 

Rachel A. Bennett 
born 22 Oct 1834 

http://www.miegs.org
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                The Eaton County School Database Project 

We always welcome school materials to add to the School Database!  If you have 
school information you would like to share, we can scan your items on Tuesday af-
ternoons (noon-5pm) or you may contact us at ecgsschool@gmail.com to send your information 
and/or to arrange a time to meet. 

This month we have a 1930 Eaton County Normal class photo and a fifty year reunion photo 
that Courthouse Square Association has in their museum and shared with us to scan for our 
records. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eaton County Historical Commission Rural School Project 
The Rural School of Eaton County book, with more than 300 pages and a computer 

DVD of photos and stories may be purchased from the Eaton County Historical Com-
mission by mailing a check (PO Box 411, Charlotte, MI 48813) or stopping by the Courthouse 

Square Association.  Contact them by email at csamuseum@yahoo.com  or phone 517-543-
6999 for more information. 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsschool@gmail.com
mailto:csamuseum@yahoo.com
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High School Students & Nursury School Students 

These are some photos from our P.642 collection. 

. 

 

 

About 1995 — Charlotte High School National Honor Society. 

Miss Janie’s Nursery School 
in Charlotte 

Learning about trucks! 

http://www.miegs.org
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Origins, History & Meanings of Female Names 

Lyle French donated these newspaper clippings to ECGS from  a newspaper series on the 
origins, history, and meaning of girl's names series published in 1919 and 1920, They are 
stored in VF.VF-470. Since I am not sure in what order they were published, I will pub-
lish the four that have the by-line headings in this issue. There are a total of 63 names. 
The rest of the names will be published alphabetically. 

Hortense 
Leila 

Lucy 

What’s In A Name? 

http://www.miegs.org
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Our Family Genealogies Section 
Our research library contains a valuable section known as Family Genealo-

gies.  As time permits, we will scan the Family Genealogies and post excerpts 
from them in the newsletter. 

If you haven’t submitted your family genealogy to our library yet, you are welcome to do 
so.  This is so helpful to researchers that may be researching your family name! 

Family Genealogy 900.HU.06—. The description is: Hubbell- A Brief History Of Charles 
Brewster Hubbell; by His grandson Aldelbert Lloyd Hubbell; 1943?; no index.. Purple three-
ring notebook. 11.375"H x 10"W Author: Aldelbert Lloyd Hubbell. 129 images. 

 

 

Thelma 
Manthei 
crocheted 
15 afghans 
for great-
grand-
daughters. 

http://www.miegs.org
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This newsletter is created from information members have submit-

ted.   Anyone is welcome (and encouraged!) to submit Eaton 

County family history information or articles.  Please email these to ecgsnews@gmail.com 
and designate the information you would like included, such as your location and/or email ad-
dress.  Your submission must be signed.  Pictures are welcomed! 

While the newsletter is available for all to read from our ECGS web-
site, only members may post queries and member happenings. 

All digital newsletter issues will be available on our website with a target date of posting 
them on the 1st of each month.  See the www.miegs.org/Newsletters.shtml. 

Note: Some clipart used in our newsletter was provided by  MyCuteGraphics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every effort is made to present authentic material; the Eaton County Genealogical Society cannot be held responsible for 
the accuracy or the publishing rights of material furnished by contributors. 

Thanks to all of you who donate in any way to our Society!  Our Society is run by volun-
teers and is funded by donations and fund-raisers.   

Ways You Can Help to Volunteer at (or for) ECGS 

Please note:  We appreciate any help we receive!  We will never pressure you to help 
us!  We only ask if you have volunteered for room duty and you cannot make it, call 
(phone numbers provided) us and let us know to get coverage.    

Room Volunteers:  Room volunteers are here to help people who come in to research.  
While some of our room volunteers actually help do the research, this is not a re-
quirement.  The main tasks are to answer the phone and guide the researchers to 
our various areas they can research.   

Probate Packet Scanning:  This is an on-going project that meets regularly at the 
ECGS room to scan probate packets on Tuesday afternoons.  However, anyone can 
scan when the room is open. 

Indexing and/or proofreading at home:  Using scanned images, we can show you how 
to index and/or proofread at your own leisure at home. 

Mini Take-Home projects:  This is a brand new type of project we are trying.  People 
have taken home several projects and we will see how that goes. 

Special Projects:  Possibly set up an area in our room that will have special projects 
that you can work on when you come in.  Again… new idea to try!  More to come on 
this. 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Info
http://www.miegs.org/Newsletter.shtml
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Eaton County Genealogical Society Publications Order List 
P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337 Phone 517-543-8792 

     As of January 1, 2015 

 
 
 
 Shipping & Handling                                                                                                    Sub total ____________ 
 1-3 items - $2.20                                                                               MI res. Add 6% sales tax    ____________ 
 3-5 items - $3.30                                                                                       Shipping & Handling  ____________ 
 6 or more items - $6.60                                                                                                Total Due ____________ 
*** Note: Please add $2.50 for each "Burkhead-Green Funeral Home" book. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Send the above items to (please print) 

Name ____________________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________  

City ____________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ______________ 

 
Amount enclosed ______________________________ Check No. ____________________ 
(Please make checks payable to: Eaton County Genealogical Society) 

Item Cost per item Total Cost 

Cemeteries of Eaton County, MI:     

        Brookfield Twp., 41 pp., indexed  as of September 1991 $ 8.00   

        Chester Twp., 66 pp., indexed as of July 1990 $ 8.00   

        Roxand Twp., 86 pp., indexed as of January 1993 $10.00   

        Sunfield Twp., 44 pp., indexed as of April 1991 $10.00   

        Walton Twp., 119 pp., indexed as of March 1996 $10.00   

        Maple Hill Cemetery (Eaton Twp.), indexed as of 2009 $20.00   

        Kalamo Twp., 102 pp., indexed as of 2001 $18.00   

        Vermontville Twp., 122 pp., indexed as of 2001 $18.00   

Burkhead-Green Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI   
27 Mar, 1885 thru 29 Dec, 1947, 198 pp., indexed 

*** $18.00   

Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI    
18 Nov 1921 to 21 May 1932, 112 pp., indexed 

$18.00   

Naturalization Index for Eaton Co., MI 55 pp. $ 4.25   

Eaton County Quest, back issues, #1 through current available         
(please specify issue no.) 

$ 4.50   

Plat maps of Eaton County, MI, individual townships (please specify which townships).  
(Note: Shipping up to 16 townships count as one item.) 

    

    1860  Price is $.25 per Township  (Hamlin Twp. Not available)   $   .25   

    1873  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

    1895  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

    1913  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

 
Cemetery Symbols CD (see www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml for more information) 

 
$12.00 

  

Please note:  We plan to address publications in the next year and hopefully will be adding 
more to our selection.  Also, we plan to offer these through the website using PayPal. 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml

