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March 2016 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

2016 Calendar 

 
Monthly Meetings: 

Wed Mar 16 General Meeting 

Wed Apr 20 General Meeting 

Wed May 18 General Meeting 

Wed Jun 15 General Meeting 

Wed Jul 20 General Meeting 

Wed Aug 17 General Meeting 

Wed Sep 21 General Meeting 

Wed Oct 19 General Meeting 

Wed Nov 9 General Meeting 

 

Regular Projects: 

Each Tuesday noon—5pm: 
Probate Packet Scanning 

Phone: 517-543-8792 

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com 

Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am-
2pm 

CONTACT US 

Officers Jan 1, 2016 through Dec 31, 2016 

President   Chuck Chamberlain 
Past-President  Bill Haines 
Vice President  Kent MacDonald 
Treasurer   Sher Brown 
Recording Secretary Jan Shepler 
Membership Secretary Dianna Emerson 
Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino 
Librarian   Sharlene Thuma 
Web Maintenance  Sherry Copenhaver 
Publicity   Joy Black 
Computer Chair  John Evans 

Would you like to share your 
family history?  Would you like to 
place a query in our newsletter?  
Perhaps someone who reads our 
newsletter may know something 
about your ancestors! 

Submit your information to P.O 
Box mailing address above, or 
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com. 

Members 
2016 March Calendar 

There is no Writing Group meeting for March. 
We plan to resume on the 2nd Saturday in May, 
2016! 

Wed Mar 16 5:30pm—7pm: Social Hour (Feel 
free to bring sack supper.) 

Wed Mar 16 7:00pm: General Meeting 

Sat Mar 26th 10am—2pm: Open 
for research. 

Every Tuesday Afternoon: 
 Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-5) 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter:%20
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter
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Officer & Committee Reports 

 

Librarian:  Sharlene Thuma 

 

Ronald Reg. Butts- Orange & Black school newsletter book, 1931-1932; 
three Orange & Black school newsletter issues, Oct. 11, 1927, Oct. 
26, 1927, & Nov. 23, 1927; nineteen CUSHING family photos, most 
are dated 1818; Bernice A. CUSHING’s 1921 8th grade diploma; Ge-
nealogy of the Descendants of Mathew and Nazreth CUSHING, 5pp., other sur-
names- FRYE, BUTTS, ELY, HICE, BRADLEY, CAMPBELL, WALTERS, KNOLL, KEN-
YON, CHAMPNEY,  etc. ;  obituary of Mrs. Fedelia D. GALE. 

Becky Kendall- A Sesquicentennial History: Michigan’s Centennial Family Farm Heritage 
book,  by Mary L. Wermuth & MI Centennial Farm Association, published 1986, 
369pp.  Includes photos of the farms & families.  

Phyllis Whidden- Memories: Heirlooms of the JEWETT Family of Michigan, Genealogy & 
History, 396 Years, 14 Generations, 1580-1976, by Herschel C. 
Jewett, published 1976, 256pp. 

Thank you for your recent donation to our library! 

Membership:  Dianna Emerson 
 
Last year my husband Doug and I took his brother Jim and his wife Linda 
from Arizona to visit the Roxand Twp, Meadowbrook Cemetery, Mulliken, 
Michigan. We noticed their 2nd maternal great-grandmother's headstone 
was broken in half and most of the inscription had eroded away. This year 
we purchased a new marker for her. Elizabeth Sabrina "Libbie" Fillio was 
born 1849 and died in 1878. Her husband, Charles Henry Spencer, lived 
from 1840 to 1907 and they had three children. He married Isabella Mattice in 1878 and 
he had two children with Belle. Oddly, I may have discovered another mar-
riage for Charles, which needs to be investigated further. Most of these 
folks are buried in Roxand Township. 
 
The Society's 2016 membership total to date is 106. Membership cards and 
the new password for the Member Section of www.miegs.org were mailed 
out prior to February 20th. See the Membership page for the 2016 mem-
bership dues and online application. Payments for new members and renewals can still be 
made online through PayPal or by mail. 
 
Be sure to "Like" the Eaton County Genealogical Society closed FB group.. On FB you will 
discover lots of information and the newsletters are organized 
under Files. 

 
New Members: Chris Brown, Natalie Norman, Ron 
Springsteen, Paula R. Pifer, James E. Hurst. 
 
 
 

See our Membership 
page for 2016 mem-
bership dues and on-
line application. 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.com/
http://www.miegs.org/Membership.shtml
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Officer & Committee Reports 

  
 
 

 

 

Treasurer:  Sher Brown    

 

 
 
The society spent about  $3,500 in 2015 for two laptops and one copy machine along with 
the maintenance agreement for the copy machine.  The society has  paid for all of these 
items without spending a dime from either of our savings accounts. paypal or our CD.  In 
fact, the 2015 bake sale had a net profit of $1479.51 (yet another all time high) helped a 
great deal toward the purchase of our new laptops!  A big thank you to all who helped to 
make this fund raiser such a success!!!! 
 
As of year end we still had $1770 or so still in our checking account.  Over 2 thousand has 
been deposited in January and February of this year already.  We have paid our $600 lease 
payment for the entire year in January.   In May we will have a bill of about $600 for insur-
ance and we have a monthly telephone/internet bill of about $95.  Starting in September 
we have two fundraisers (Frontier Days Bake Sale and the Bus Trip) so we will be rebuilding 
our checking account balance just in time for additional bills coming due in the fourth quar-
ter....but  I think our checking account is in good shape! 
 
A big thank you goes out to each and every one of you that support ECGS whether with 
your membership, the many volunteers we have that work in the room, all of those who do 
research for folks or work on their own research.  Many thanks to those volunteers who 
work on the probate packets, the take-home projects as well as volunteers who snip obitu-
aries and make up books for researchers to use. We  appreciate it even if you just stop to 
chat, have a pop and eat some snacks or come to the general meetings to hear our speakers 
and enjoy some time together. Again, many thanks to all of our volunteers.   Sher Brown, 
Treasurer 
 

http://www.miegs.org
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                 Our February Board Meeting 

We held our board meeting at the Charlotte Big Boy restaurant on Saturday morning, Febru-
ary 13th, at 9:00 a.m. and enjoyed a delicious breakfast while we discussed many board 
items. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We shared many laughs 
and many ideas! 

 

The breakfast and meeting lasted at least two hours and after we concluded here, many of 
us stopped back at the courthouse to take care of 
a few more items. 

 

http://www.miegs.org
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    Eaton County Military Special Interest Group 

While we have not resumed Military SIG meetings, we are still very interested in honoring our 
veterans and collecting and sharing that information. 

These WWII photos were brought in by Bob Sackett during our May 2015 Military SIG 
meeting for us to scan for the Military Project. Thanks Bob! 

        

 

 

An on-line Veteran Form is available for people to complete, for either themselves or 
other veterans, and submit.  The purpose of this form is to obtain information about vet-
erans, such as when they served, and load the veteran into our Military Database.   
If a printed Veteran Form is preferred, please click on the printed Veteran Form link, fill 
out the form and mail to us.  Feel free to share this form! 

Visit our Military website at www.miegs.org/Military.shtml. 

http://www.miegs.org
http://goo.gl/forms/29xJODcOswC:/Users/Owner/Documents/00-Dvd
http://www.miegs.org/00-Military/VeteranForm.pdf
http://www.miegs.org/Military.shtml
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Eaton County Flag 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

!  

Phyllis Whidden was creating a scrapbook for ECGS of clippings when she noticed 
this and made a copy of it for the newsletter. Thanks Phyllis! 

The Olivet 
Optic & News 

May 29, 1969 

Olivet 

Girl 

Scout 

Troop 

http://www.miegs.org
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                                          Mulliken Cookbook 

 

  

 

 

 

Thanks Sue Thompson for sharing this with us! 

http://www.miegs.org
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                            Probate Packets 
The website is updated about once a month or so with the list of probate packets that have 
been scanned (www.miegs.org/Files/ProbatePacketScanned.pdf).  There are now about ?,??? 
names that are scanned and we continue with the “L” files. 

We are missing some of our regulars because they have left for the winter, or are working 
the tax season. Most people don’t like tax season anyway, and we especially don’t like it be-
cause we miss seeing Steve and Joann! 

We had some extra friends show up to 
do some of their own ECGS work on one 
of our scanning days and we enjoyed 
chatting with them while they were 
there. Dianna and Doug spent some time 

there and Shirley and Clarence came in for a few 
minutes! 

And as usual, Marcy was busy working on queries that researchers have sent to us 
here at ECGS! 

 

Phyllis has learned how to scan and she is doing a great job! Thanks Phyllis! Here are 
some of our regulars that came in February! Thanks to Phyllis, Jim Keesler, Frank & Sue and Jim Ken-
dall! 

 

 

 

 

 

And we are so pleased to welcome Chris and his son to the scanning 
team, who saw our request for help last month and came in and gave 
it a try! He retired recently and has a little bit of free time on his 
hands and we are so happy he saw this newsletter! Thanks so much 
Chris! And by the way, he and Sue are cousins! 

 

If you believe there is a scanned probate packet you want to look at and you are a member, email us 
at  ecgsboard@gmail.com and request access to the files.  

The files are stored on the cloud and members may request a link to the cloud site. The pdf files are 
stored alphabetically. (Note: While we are now scanning the K files, there are a few scattered 
files that begin with later letters because of misfiled folders or requested scans.) 

         Join us on Tuesday afternoons when you can! 

Calling for Scanning Volunteers! 

http://www.miegs.org
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A Change to How Probate Packet Files are Saved 

By Sherry Copenhaver 

When probate packets are scanned, they are saved as individual image files on tiny sd cards 
in the scanners. I take all of these sd cards home and these are the steps I take for each of 
the sd cards I have. 

 Create a directory (folder) with the name of the probate packet. 

 Look at each of the images and rotate to the correct way if necessary. (We sometimes 
need to scan them sideways or upside down.) 

 Delete bad scans. 

 Move all of the images for the probate packet into the directory. 

When the sd card is completed, I copy the directories onto a flash drive into a directory I 
created for the week’s probate packets work. When all of the sd cards are completed I used 
to take these steps for each directory (probate packet file). 

 Using software, combine all of the images into a pdf file, then move the pdf file into the 
probate packet’s work directory. 

 Bring up the most recent Excel copy of the Probate Packets. Save it in the probate pack-
et’s work directory using the current date as the file name. Update the File names for 
each probate packet. When done with this, verify the links work. 

 Copy the pdf files to the ECGS external drive and upload them to ECGS Cloud. 

In February 2016, I discontinued the creating of pdf files due to time constraints. Instead 
of looking at one pdf file, you will now see a directory of images. While this may not seem 
like a big time-save, it really is, especially because I no longer rotate the images.  

 These are directories, or 
folders, which contain all 
of the images of the 
probate packet. 

These are pdf files, where 
one file contains all of the im-
ages. 

This change began with the let-
ter L. They are still in alphabet-
ical order. 

http://www.miegs.org
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                The Eaton County School Database Project 

We always welcome school materials to add to the School Database!  If you have 
school information you would like to share, we can scan your items on Tuesday af-
ternoons (noon-5pm) or you may contact us at ecgsschool@gmail.com to send your infor-
mation and/or to arrange a time to meet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eaton County Historical Commission Rural School Project 
The Rural School of Eaton County book, with more than 300 pages and a DVD may be 
purchased from the Eaton County Historical Commission by mailing a check (PO Box 
411, Charlotte, MI 48813) or stopping by the Courthouse Square Association.  Con-

tact them by email at csamuseum@yahoo.com  or phone 517-543-6999 for more information. 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsschool@gmail.com
mailto:csamuseum@yahoo.com
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Candy Ford Photos 

 

These are some photos from our P.642 collection. Identification we have is 
they are of Candy Ford, from Charlotte, with John Dykstra and John Newland. 

In addition, we have Rod Guy and Candy Dykstra. 

. 

 

 

http://www.miegs.org
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Our Family Genealogies Section 
Our research library contains a valuable section known as Family Genealo-

gies.  As time permits, we will scan the Family Genealogies and post excerpts 
from them in the newsletter. 

If you haven’t submitted your family genealogy to our library yet, you are welcome to do 
so.  This is so helpful to researchers that may be researching your family name! 

Family Genealogy 900.KE.04—. The description is: Keeny- "Keeny 1772-1986" by Iva M. 
Brown, 26pp. Other surnames: Soule/Northrup/Robinson/Smith/Brainard/Judd/War d/
Riley/Culver/Miller/Brigham/Prindle/Trumble/Taft/Snell/Tunney/etc. Brown soft cover. 
From Sandy Phillips collection Author: Iva M. (Keeny) Brown. 

The Keeny genealogy book is about 14-15 pages 
with some copies of photos included.  

 

 

http://www.miegs.org
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Note: This is free, open to the public, and no registration is required. 

http://www.miegs.org
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http://www.miegs.org


 

Page 15 

March 2016 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

  

http://www.miegs.org
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This newsletter is created from information members have submit-

ted.   Anyone is welcome (and encouraged!) to submit Eaton 

County family history information or articles.  Please email these to ecgsnews@gmail.com 
and designate the information you would like included, such as your location and/or email ad-
dress.  Your submission must be signed.  Pictures are welcomed! 

While the newsletter is available for all to read from our ECGS web-
site, only members may post queries and member happenings. 

All digital newsletter issues will be available on our website with a target date of posting 
them on the 1st of each month.  See the www.miegs.org/Newsletters.shtml. 

Note: Some clipart used in our newsletter was provided by  MyCuteGraphics. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every effort is made to present authentic material; the Eaton County Genealogical Society cannot be held responsible for 
the accuracy or the publishing rights of material furnished by contributors. 

Thanks to all of you who donate in any way to our Society!  Our Society is run by volun-
teers and is funded by donations and fund-raisers.   

Ways You Can Help to Volunteer at (or for) ECGS 

Please note:  We appreciate any help we receive!  We will never pressure you to help 
us!  We only ask if you have volunteered for room duty and you cannot make it, call 
(phone numbers provided) us and let us know to get coverage.    

Room Volunteers:  Room volunteers are here to help people who come in to research.  
While some of our room volunteers actually help do the research, this is not a re-
quirement.  The main tasks are to answer the phone and guide the researchers to 
our various areas they can research.   

Probate Packet Scanning:  This is an on-going project that meets regularly at the 
ECGS room to scan probate packets on Tuesday afternoons.  However, anyone can 
scan when the room is open. 

Indexing and/or proofreading at home:  Using scanned images, we can show you how 
to index and/or proofread at your own leisure at home. 

Mini Take-Home projects:  This is a brand new type of project we are trying.  People 
have taken home several projects and we will see how that goes. 

Special Projects:  Possibly set up an area in our room that will have special projects 
that you can work on when you come in.  Again… new idea to try!  More to come on 
this. 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=Newsletter%20Info
http://www.miegs.org/Newsletter.shtml
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Eaton County Genealogical Society Publications Order List 
P.O. Box 337, Charlotte, MI 48813-0337 Phone 517-543-8792 

     As of January 1, 2015 

 
 
 
 Shipping & Handling                                                                                                    Sub total ____________ 
 1-3 items - $2.20                                                                               MI res. Add 6% sales tax    ____________ 
 3-5 items - $3.30                                                                                       Shipping & Handling  ____________ 
 6 or more items - $6.60                                                                                                Total Due ____________ 
*** Note: Please add $2.50 for each "Burkhead-Green Funeral Home" book. 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Send the above items to (please print) 

Name ____________________________________________ Phone _____________________ 

Address _____________________________________________________________________  

City ____________________________ State _____________ Zip Code ______________ 

 
Amount enclosed ______________________________ Check No. ____________________ 
(Please make checks payable to: Eaton County Genealogical Society) 

Item Cost per item Total Cost 

Cemeteries of Eaton County, MI:     

        Brookfield Twp., 41 pp., indexed  as of September 1991 $ 8.00   

        Chester Twp., 66 pp., indexed as of July 1990 $ 8.00   

        Roxand Twp., 86 pp., indexed as of January 1993 $10.00   

        Sunfield Twp., 44 pp., indexed as of April 1991 $10.00   

        Walton Twp., 119 pp., indexed as of March 1996 $10.00   

        Maple Hill Cemetery (Eaton Twp.), indexed as of 2009 $20.00   

        Kalamo Twp., 102 pp., indexed as of 2001 $18.00   

        Vermontville Twp., 122 pp., indexed as of 2001 $18.00   

Burkhead-Green Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI   
27 Mar, 1885 thru 29 Dec, 1947, 198 pp., indexed 

*** $18.00   

Pray Funeral Home, Charlotte, MI    
18 Nov 1921 to 21 May 1932, 112 pp., indexed 

$18.00   

Naturalization Index for Eaton Co., MI 55 pp. $ 4.25   

Eaton County Quest, back issues, #1 through current available         
(please specify issue no.) 

$ 4.50   

Plat maps of Eaton County, MI, individual townships (please specify which townships).  
(Note: Shipping up to 16 townships count as one item.) 

    

    1860  Price is $.25 per Township  (Hamlin Twp. Not available)   $   .25   

    1873  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

    1895  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

    1913  Price is $.25 per Township $   .25   

 
Cemetery Symbols CD (see www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml for more information) 

 
$12.00 

  

Please note:  We plan to address publications in the next year and hopefully will be adding 
more to our selection.  Also, we plan to offer these through the website using PayPal. 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.org/Symbols.shtml

