
 

Page 1 

February 2016 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

2016 Calendar 

 
Monthly Meetings: 

Wed Mar 16 General Meeting 

Wed Apr 20 General Meeting 

Wed May 18 General Meeting 

Wed Jun 15 General Meeting 

Wed Jul 20 General Meeting 

Wed Aug 17 General Meeting 

Wed Sep 21 General Meeting 

Wed Oct 19 General Meeting 

Wed Nov 9 General Meeting 

 

Regular Projects: 

Each Tuesday noonñ5pm: 
Probate Packet Scanning 

Phone: 517-543-8792 

Email: ecgsnews@gmail.com 

Open Room Hours: Tues-Thurs 10am-
2pm 

CONTACT US 

Officers Jan 1, 2016 through Dec 31, 2016 

President   Chuck Chamberlain 
Past-President  Bill Haines 
Vice President  Kent MacDonald 
Treasurer   Sher Brown 
Recording Secretary Jan Shepler 
Membership Secretary Dianna Emerson 
Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino 
Librarian   Sharlene Thuma 
Web Maintenance  Sherry Copenhaver 
Publicity   Joy Black 
Computer Chair  John Evans 

Would you like to share your 
family history?  Would you like to 
place a query in our newsletter?  
Perhaps someone who reads our 
newsletter may know something 
about your ancestors! 

Submit your information to P.O 
Box mailing address above, or 
email to ecgsnews@gmail.com. 

Members 
2016 February Calendar 

PLEASE NOTE: 
There is no meeting in February! 

There is no Writing Group meeting for 
February. Stay tuned for the next meet-
ing! 

Sat Feb 27th 10amñ2pm: Open 
for research. 

Every Tuesday Afternoon: 
 Probate Packet Scanning (any time during 12-5) 

http://www.miegs.org
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter:%20
mailto:ecgsnews@gmail.com?subject=ECGS%20Newsletter
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February 2016 www.miegs.org e-aton genews 

Officer & Committee Reports 

 

President:  Chuck Chamberlain 

 

Hello!! 

Winter is in full swing and cold temperatures along with snow make you 
wish that Spring will be here soon. The Michigan weather does have a 
good effect on the Michigan farmer and in Mid-Michigan you can look for-
ward to a great harvest of the sap to make maple syrup.  The winter 
months can be a time for doing family research, planning for vacations, 
and generally getting ready for spring. 

The ECGS has been actively planning for programs which will begin in 
March and this year weõre excited to get things started on a positive note. For some of our 
newer members it might be beneficial to come to the session between 5:30 and 7:00 p.m. 
During this time you can learn how to navigate our website as well as discover the resources 
we have available for your use. 

Weõre trying to get a representative from the Archives of Michigan to bring everyone up-to
-date on the happenings that can assist you in locating family histories, significant events 
and little known facts about our state. 

We also would like to know from the membership the kinds of information, resources, ques-
tions, topics in which you are interested. 

There are many ways to get involved in our society from indexing to scanning to other small-
er projects which will assist everyone in their research.  

Genealogy can seem like a very boring task of looking up birth dates and death dates. Actu-
ally, discovering not only where your family came from and who your relatives were is just 
the beginning. Each person has a family history which goes beyond dates. It may be immi-
gration, special events, interaction with native people or life in the city or on a farm. Maybe 
a relative had a sawmill and was able to provide wood for building a school or church. What 
was life like in the period before the Revolution, the Civil War, World War I or World War 
II? 

Can you fill in the gaps in your own family knowledge and be able to tell the stories to your 
children or grandchildren?  Sometime ago there was a program on television called Foxfire. 
A teacher encouraged her students to talk to grandparents, older folk and even nursing 
home residents about their lives. The stories and traditional knowledge was fascinating. 
Many of the practices of times gone by have been lost. It may take a bit of work, but re-
capturing these events can enrich your own history. 

http://www.miegs.org
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Officer & Committee Reports 
 

Vice-President:  Kent MacDonald 

 

Itõs mid winter and while many of you have re-
moved to warmer climates, the ECGS Board is 
hard at work with the business of our society.  I 
am Kent MacDonald, newly elected to the position 
of Vice President.   

 

 

Both branches of my family tree have Eaton County ancestors dating to the 1850õs.  I have 
been a member for a little over a year and my membership has benefited my family 
research immensely. 
 
The board has begun to lay out goals for the society in 2016.  It has been 
proposed that we might find a more efficient and beneficial way to market our 
published materials.  At present we only sell a few items every year.  We are 
considering making digitized editions of our materials available on the internet 
through sites like Ebay.com or aggregator sites like Ancestorstuff.com 
 

 

 

 

In 2013 the board asked the general membership to complete a survey of 
questions about our society.  The questions reflected 2013 conditions of 
the group and asked about the membershipõs desires  

for the future.  The board is feeling it would benefit all of us to hear 
from you again.  We will develop a new survey with updated questions to 
present in the near future. 
 
 

My most important responsibility is to schedule programs for the gen-
eral membership meetings.  I have begun to learn the ropes, but will 
need a little help.  Chuck, who most recently held this responsibility, has offered his advice 
as have other board members.  I intend to ask, as many of you as possible, what you would 
like to see.   I look forward to meeting you and 
forming great friendships. 

http://www.miegs.org
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Officer & Committee Reports 

 

Librarian:  Sharlene Thuma 

 

Sue Thompson~ Grammar School group portrait photos for grades 3rd-6th 
(1958-1962), Charlotte, MI, most students identified, teachers- Mrs. 
Shepard, Mrs. Barber, Mrs. McKenzie, & Mrs. Fiedler. 

Gary Copenhaver~ Southridge School group portrait photos for grades 4th & 6th (1959-
1960 & 1961-1962), Charlotte, MI, most students identified, teachers- Mrs. Grier & Mr. 
Bishop. 

Sue Thompson~ School Days: Charlotte Junior High School 1964-65 yearbook, students 
identified. 

Sue Thompson~ Galewood Elementary School group portrait photos for grades 3rd-6th 
(1959-1963), Charlotte, MI, most students identified, teachers- Mrs. Dent, Mrs. Forrest, 
Mrs. Whitaker, & Mrs. McNeil. 

Membership:  Dianna Emerson 
 
Hello! I am Dianna Emerson, the new Membership Secretary. My husband 
and I live in Eaton County. He has several relatives who lived in Eaton 
County and they are also buried there. I am excited about being part of 
the ECGS Board. I am amazed at the dedication of the members/
volunteers who are preserving records and photographs from the past for 
the future. 
 
I have been interested in genealogy since 1972 and the methods for research certainly 
have changed over the years. 
 
I appreciate the help I have received from Barb Smith who held this position for over 20 
years. Again - dedication! Thank you Barb! 
 
The Society's 2015 membership total was 130 people. As of mid-January 2016 we have 83 
members. Membership cards and the new password for the Member Section 
of www.miegs.com will be mailed out mid-February. Payments for new members and renew-
als can be made online through PayPal or by mail. 
 
Be sure to "Like" the group's Facebook page. On FB you will dis-
cover lots of information and the newsletters are organized under 
Files. 
 
New Members: 
Pat Campion  Susan Faulkner Jane Meyer 
Pam Swiler  Sharon Thornber Bethany Waterbury 
Rod Weaver 

See our Membership 
page for 2016 mem-
bership dues and on-
line application. 

http://www.miegs.org
http://www.miegs.com/
http://www.miegs.org/Membership.shtml
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Save 30% on Ancestry  
with your AARP membership 

Ancestry.com 

Discover your family story with an exclusive 30% World Explorer membership discount valid for an entire 

year. Ancestry is the world's largest online family history resource dedicated to 

helping everyone discover, preserve and share their family history. Ancestry 

gives you access to billions of rich historical records from around the world to 

explore your roots and create and grow your family tree with simple online tools. 

 

(Note: One-Time offer only) 

 

Treasurer:  Sher Brown    

As of December 31, 2015 

$   1,777.73    Checking AccountñMonthly 
$   2,214.81     Snack Fund AccountñQtrly 
$   3,220.78   Undesignated DonationsñQtrly 
$   4,474.64   CDñAnnuallyñRenewed in Sept 
ññññññ- 
$  11, 687.96  Total 
  

Notes:. 
December Business:  Purchase of 2 laptops for the room - cost $1,492 
Upcoming January Business:  1/18/16 Bank Deposit of $1,647 -  
                                              mainly membership Deposit 
Upcoming January Business:  Annual Room Rent Paid for 2016 of $600 
 

 

http://www.miegs.org
http://advantages.aarp.org/en/brand.ancestrycom.html
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 A Query  -  Report from Corresponding Secretary Marcy Cousino 

The Charlotte Community Library referred my request to them to you. From your website, I 
saw that you had Addison George MONROE in your database.  

I am researching a soldier who was MIA from the Korean Conflict for the US Army. His name 
is Fred MONROE. The Army charged me with finding a YDNA eligible family member to 
help identify PFC MONROE's remains. Addison George MONROE is my best chance to accomplish this. 
Addison G. MONROE died 18 Oct 1993 in Charlotte. His wife, Anna Rose MONROE (ne MILLER or 
CHOARK) died in 1992. I am hoping that your Indexing database's entry for both people indicates that there 
is an obituary for one or both, preferably Addison. Any sons or surviving brothers of Addison would have 
the correct YDNA to identify PFC MONROE's remains.  

I do not need a copy of the obituary. If someone could read it over the phone to me and provide a detailed 
citation (newspaper name, date, page), that would serve my purpose,  

Time is critical in this case. The Army gave me 90 days to solve this case and I am right at 
that 90 marker. Once I get the information, I still have to locate the person/people for the 
Army.  

I appreciate your time.  

Therese Fisher, AG  

 

I, Marcy Cousino, received the above email in the genealogy library recently.  I was born in 
1963.  Some of my earliest and most vivid memories involve seeing scenes of the Vietnam 
War on the nightly news that my parents watched religiously each night after dinner.  It left 
in me a deep impression of the horrors of war.  As I grew older, I remember seeing flags for 
the missing in action from the Korean Conflict and the Vietnam War.  A little voice in the 
back of my head told me:  òIf they havenõt come home by now, those poor souls never will.ó  

Now, I spend a lot of my free time working on genealogy, either for other people as a volun-
teer in the genealogy library or for myself.  I have sent my own DNA sample to Ancestry and 
I have paid to have the DNA of several of my family members also tested with Ancestry and 
one Y-DNA test of my uncle with FamilytreeDNA for my motherõs  fatherõs line.  I have been 
pretty impressed with the connections Ancestry has been able to make to distant living rela-
tives through our connections with the dead, so this email touched me with hope.  Can we 
bring our lost soldiers back home after so many years? 

An obituary for Addison G. Monroe was not easily found in our collection or in the public li-
braryõs collection, but we do have one for Anna Rose Monroe.  In it are named 8 sons, 6 of 
whom had the last name Monroe and the cities in which they lived in 1992, including Potter-
ville, Haslett, Holt and Charlotte.  In a matter of minutes, I had spoken to two of Addisonõs 
sons, one of which had done some genealogy and didnõt know who Private Fred Monroe was, 
but  he hadnõt spent any time on his great grandfatherõs brotherõs line so who knows?  Both 
men seemed willing to help the Army in this project.  I exchanged phone numbers with the 
involved parties and while I had the lady from the Army on the line, I asked her a few ques-
tions.  Although there is not an official category as such, she works for the Army as a gene-
alogist.  She explained that in 1999, Congress mandated that living relatives of all MIAs be 
found and DNA tested to build a database to identify the remains as they become available.  
The program has resulted in many long missing American personnel to be identified and given 
a military funeral which has given closure for many families who never really got to say good-
bye.  

http://www.miegs.org
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      Check out our Eaton County Genealogical Society Facebook page 

We now have 320 members on our page.   Watch for helpful hints about new sources, 
great finds and things happening in the genealogical community.   We encourage all to 
post information  that might be helpful to fellow researchers.   If you have friends with 
Eaton County roots be sure and share the information with them.   All are welcome. 

 

                

           The Joy of a Christmas Jar 

What if a person could make the joy of Christmas last all 
year long for someone? 

We can start right now and begin gathering the items to make an in-
credible gift for someone we love. 

Dedicate a glass jar or other container of  your choice as a Christmas 
Jar.  Label it, decorate it, or leave it plain.  Then fill it with notes 

about memories or stories that you can remember about the individual you are creating 
it for.   As Christmas time rolls around, you can copy them onto special paper if you wish.   
You can also ask the individual to take the jar and  take out a note each day until they 
have had time to read  them all.    It is a gift  that costs no money but is probably one 
of the most precious things you could ever give them. 

We have been having classes about writing your family histories.  I encourage you  to do 
so and give them to those you love.  This is one small way that you can brighten the life 
of  the recipient.  You could even begin a wonderful annual  tradition. 

                                                     Shirley Gage Hodges  

http://www.miegs.org
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                                        Mulliken Cookbook 

Sue Thompson found this wonderful older 1950 cookbook compiled by the CHILD STUDY CLUB- 

MULLIKEN, MICHIGAN from the Mulliken-Sunfield area and it has many photos of the ladies 
who submitted the recipes! While we are not sure of the year the book was published, the ad-
vertisements show phone numbers such as 961 and 56!  We will include the next page of this 
cookbook each month. (See the next page for the first page of recipes.) 

 

  

 

 

 

http://www.miegs.org

